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April
Mon 19 Turn off TV Week
Thurs 22 Earth Day
Mon 26 No Schodl Staff Planning Day
Fri 30 Vacation Raffle Drawing at 6:30pm
Fri 30 Treasure Islampdesented by the Oldépnat NVS
Sat 31 Treasure Islampdesented by the Oldépnat Eden Hall

Fedede ek ke ke Kk

Gat her ®r ounds ar-B:50anvunlesg noweddifferenslyd ay 11: 30
Morning Music is every Monday-8:88am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You argvelcome to join us!!

wes

Please join usfora special Gather @&ound with Found er, George Thompson
and his cousin, Macy Wall, this Friday at 11:00am

HEAD OF ScHooL Notes

The National Association of Accredited Schools team that came to NVS Monday had a wonderful visit. All of you
will understand why they were overwhelmingly impressed with what the school offers, because they were lucky
enough to béere on a day when many of the usual things were happening. The group of five educational
professionals sang along with Monday Morning Musi c,
capes, and exadned the collection of strikingporkon& nny és c¢cl assroom wall s whil e
their architectur al skills with the Kapla blocks. T
Younger s6 s ki | lhedframthk balcany a&s Erddhe Middles imsinging and xylophone playing

below, and listened to Jackie describe the academic work that goes into the Biography Ball. Sue put the actors
through their paces on stafge the team, a group of students gathered to share their views aboutit\Bem

and the Olders explained the work they were doing on their British Empire unit. The team talked to individual
teachers, toured the grounds, read a comprehensive report | had, anttersked me many, many questions.

During one of our sessions in my offichree parentgolunteered to come in and describeir experiencgat the

school.

| will report back to you when | get the official report, but the team met with the staff at the end of the day to give

us a verbal response to what they had seen. dheiwhelming response was that Neskowin Valley School
deserves fAipages of commendations, o0 that our mi,ssi on
and that our integrated ofupaweruflwim toH d maltsiadi i dnPix s s i
c ur r i touhk stutents heréhey were particularly taken with the accountability teachers demonstrate in their
weekly essays in théoiceand in the narrative reports they write for studeith.ey t ol d t he st af f |,
peoplds | ives in a dramatic way here. o

In short, | believe our accreditation will stand, and | look forward to sharing the written report witWgkoiow
we have a terri€i school, but it is alwaygratifyingand inspiringvhen other people acknowledge thatwell.The
NAASteaml ear ned how much all of you do to support the
invol vement . 0 fiYou donét just talk about community,

Youare that community, and | hope you share in our pride in ti@osd hank you to all of you who have made
and continue to make NMBhatitisand f or your supportl dfhitnlkki 3§ tYdoesars@d e
through accreditation with flying colors!

Julie



VACATI ON RAFFLE U PDATE

16 days and1,800 tickets to go! Can we do it?
A new Puerto Vallarta enti cement will be emailed tomorrow .
Pleasetake a moment to forward the email to your friends and family .

ADVENTURERS OCLASS Notes

Our outside lunch time experiment has led to an interesting array of activities. On Monday, while
we were eating, the children began noticing the many pieces of litter on the ground around the picnic
table. A great conversation ensued,some of which is recorded here:
23T E0UzUwODPUUI UDOT 69
261 EUzUwOPUUI UyweT EUzUwODUUI UDOT y =2
2(UzU0wbi 1T OQwadUwol EYI wOT POT UwOOwWUT 1T wi UOUDBES w31 EUZ UwWE
281 ETl OWEOEwWPT T OwadbUlwopPUUT UwOOwWUT | wi UEVUWEUWUET 6O00wU
goDOT wOOwxU0wadUwbOwWNEDPOR? w
2+DU0I UPOT wbUwUUxT UWEEEn w31 1 wEOPOEOUWEEOwWI EVwPUWEOE
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The last comment really threw a ratchet into the increasing ardor of the others. | could just see
UT 1T OwUT DPOOPOT w?81 ET Ow&OEWEDE wOE Ole thénklying GnEhe €amti) O wb T a wh
EI EEUUI w&OEWOEET wl EVUUT wUOOY» w( OwPEUWEwWxT UxO1I RDOT wdOO
PTEOwOT T awlT OUTT OwpOUOEWI Exxl OwpbPUTl wUT T w?O0EUUUEO? wd
26T EOzUwUOO! Ul DOT wi OCEWUT 6B EB0BPE wi EQuwOOwbPUuwUudUOE
UOOI U1 POT WEEEwWUT EVWEOUOEWT ExxI QwbbPUT wUT | wEEOEOQOE WX I
they were able to name more in the bad than good column (the only one | remember in the good column
was that elk, moose or deer would eat the peels), and when someone mentioned bug and insects and
beespUEDE wWODOT w? OPOOUWE QERIUDO T W WEOE RE EwlOwdil lwdsainl» &w
things outside recently), there was complete agreement that AL L littering was bad on the playground.

We headed inside to make a poster, and with everyone working together, we got it done and
hung on the door before it was time to leave. They are so very proud of their work, and have had their
eyes opened in two significant ways. First, that their developing sense of empathy can be used in ways
that affect the greater good, and two, that even as very young people, they can stand up and be heard.

On Tuesday, John joined us for lunch outside. When he removed a bruiseE wx D1 ET wOil w' Eal |
ECEwWUT 1 OwUxPOwPOwOOwWUT T wi UOUOEOQwW( wUEPwW O1 ET zUwl al Uw
i PUUOwpPUz UwdT YT UWEwTl OOEWPETI EwOOwx O0POU0wOUUOwWUOO! UT PO
what he had done. John&®® x OED Ol Ewl PUwUI EUOODOT OQwbi PET wbUwaUDBUI wU
something more to think about in regards to our strident view of littering on the playground. John
suggested that we bringour1 O1 UT a WO OWE W& EUT I Uws 1 OU O Eawitdpiidaching) $ol B O1
Pl zUI wi OPOT wOOWUEOOQWEEOUUWUT EUOQWEOE WP zOOwWOI Uwa OV wWE
presentation to the school.
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Work on play props continues, with four of the children having their work drawn, copied,
enlarged andtrEET EQWEOE wPDUT wEwWI | PwOOUI wEOUI EEAawxEDOUI E8 w( |
EQEwWUOwWUT 1T wOT 1 wxUPET wUOT EQwl EET wOi wOi I Owl EYI whDUOT wlT
)y EEOPI zUw, PEEOI UWEEOI WwEOPOUUEDPUUWUIT | wOUAd UwEEa wU
EYI OUUUI UUOwPIT Yl wUOEOOI EWEEOUUwWUaOO0l DUAOWEOEWUT 1 az
U1 PUUWEQGEwWOUT T UUZwbOUOBwW3T 1 w, PEEOI Uwbi Ul wi RxO0O0UPOI
worked togeti 1 UwUOwWEUI EUIT wET WBEdPA U u W& U6 i QudrGuwdE Qi uex0 wi U O wi
together, and the work they did was quite enchanting.
POUI Ul UOUWEOEWEDPUEOYI Ul E wUpddd one of hényddt@ndyplécéditihial wEOU U OO
container so we could watch it moved, and we even counted all the way up 100, but there was nothing. |
placed the twig in my hand with a little bit of water, and after a few seconds, we could see teensy legs
begiOODP OT wOOwI O1T UT T w3l 1T AawEOOWUOOOWEwWUUUOwWI OOEDPOT WEOE
continue to keep an eye on the movement in our tank.
ASK ME:
13OwWETI UEUPET wUT T wxUOxwUOT EVwWw( zOwOEODPOT wi OUwWUT T wx O
lAbout the new stuff in the touch table, andw i EQwbi z Ul wEODOT wbbUT wbUG
What we cooked at school today, for us and the Youngers and their swim teachers!

Please remember to bring a wheel toy (bicycle, tricycle, low-rider, etc) to school on Thursday, as well as a
helmet.

Kate




EXPLORERS OCLASS Notes

We have been keeping very busy in our class this week. We happily added butterfly larva to our

habitat on Tuesday. The class crowded around the glass and cheered as the caterpillars found their
way out onto leaves and branches. They named the larva right away ; my favorite is "Sweaters." We
also have ladybug larva which we'll be observing and documenting their metamorphosis. Not to

mention all the insect s we've been finding outside lately --we may have our own lab before long!
Today we discovered that Rosie laid 12 eggs over the weekend! It was like findi  ng hidden treasure as
we dug around in her plant and found the eggs she so carefully buried. We @ be feeding her lots of
extra worms. Yay Rosie!

Tomorrow is our field trip to the Driftwood Library in Lincoln City. We'll leave NVS at 9:30,
and return by lunch. Tina, the children's librarian, will give us a tour of the library after story time.
We also will be going on a field trip to North Lincoln Sanitary next Tuesday, April 20th.

We'll leave NVS by 8:45 and return by 11ish. If you can accompany us on either trip please let me

know!

Ask Me's...

...what's in our aquarium?

...wh at will happen to the butterfly larva next?
...wh at do ladybugs eat? = How many a day?
...where might you fing ladybug eggs?
...what did we bake with Katie?

...what did we do with Karen in PE?

...to say Here is the Beehive for you
...tosing There's aH ole in the Bottom of the Sea for you (it's a tricky one!)
...toread Going Barefoot with you

...to remember my knitting supplies tomorrow

...to read with you 20 minutes each day

Thanks to Tracy for bringing us the fu n bug catcher k it s. | hope you al | have a wonderful
week. Jenny




YOUNGERS CLASS Notes

As | was driving away from school on Tuesday | saw Kate in sunshine at the front
entrance, Youngers gathered around her, consulting with Kaileen about a Hwy 101 accident
in Lincoln City barring the way  to afternoon swimming lessons. Tracy Goodman was
offering support along with Lizzie Reyes, the parent drivers. | rolled down my window.

"We're going to the beach," Kate shouted up to me.

And that's the way things happen at NVS. When one route is tempo rarily denied, we find
another way to achieve as good or better ends. The accreditors who went over the school
with a fine -toothed comb on Monday asked me questions about the Youngers program. | told
them what we do in a typical morning and intimated the sorts of things Kate has the
students doing in the afternoons. | also emphasized that each group of students is different,
soto a degree each year's program gets custom-designed for that year's class. This is not
one-size-fits -all education. | think it wor ks better this way.

I don't know if it's the effect of all the swimming, but this past week I've witnessed
students making significant progress in writing, spelling, handwriting, mathematical
thinking and social ease. We've seemed to be always dashing off to something important: a
student session with the accreditation team, a special library time offered by Linda, a
chance to practice the all -school-play song with Eric, or to transplant watermelon seeds
INDOORS (under a warm light) with Katie. The clas sroom has been topsy-turvy, but before
lunch the students have set it to rights again. There's even renewed interest in getting
homework done, because | promised I'd tell George Thompson their answers to questions
about the homework essay, "Early Days of N VS." This is the part of the school
year when the finish line is in sight. It's also the time we all begin wondering, "Do we really
want this to end?"

Conversation starters . . .

Swimming is over this Friday; don't you wish it could last forever?
What's in the new homework that came home today?

What is my part in the "Cricket in Times Square" play?

Give an example of a two-digit addition problem.

How about a two -digit subtraction problem?

Have we figured out a rule for telling even numbers from odd numbe  rs?
What's in my journal this week?

Who has helped me during journal -writing time?

Who was my spelling -quiz partner on Tuesday?

Who is the new special assistant?

| had a call from Kate after school on Tuesday. She said that everybody had
come back sandy, wet and happy from the beach, and that Kaileen had made the calls so
that parents knew where to pick kids up at the end of the day.

Have a good week.

John



MIDDLES OCLASS Notes

Poetry continuesto be a feature of the Language Arts program fa!
Middles. Following the visit ofAmy Minato (shown working with
Jared), we continued our poetry work by entering a natiq
competition through Creative Communication (see their site
www.poeticpower.com Each student selected one poem from
many written this year. In prior years NVS has had from three td
student s 6 eddor gublisation.e | e c t

This weekwe will meet with the Poets Corner at Lakevi
Retirement Center and join them for lunch. Students will read their
poems and hear some of the poems written by therpsielents of
Lakeview. They may also have the oppaity to do soe shared
writing with the elder poets.

Symmetry is the topic for math last wee
and this, as you have been noticing in t
Family Letter that was in the homewor
Please notice in the letter the opportuniti
for supporting these lessons through ga
and conversation. \ Y
Middles visited the Adventurers N
last Friday to exploreotational symmetry u& )
using pattern blocksThe photos showp s
several designs that demonstrate rotatio 7
symmetry.
Later this weekeach Middle will
pair up with a Younger to teach lin
symmetry and rotational symmetry, giving me an oppoty to assess the ‘ i
Mi ddl eds under standing. | manslatibnal s s we ar e al so exnp
symmetrywhich is evident in architecture, wallpaper, fabric patterns, quilts, and carpets. Children should be able to
explain to you how translations work by thedesf the week(A nice explanation about rotational and translational
symmetry is at the web sibdtp://mathforum.org/sum95/suzanne/symsusan)html

The Assessment Tearfrom NAAS visited withthe Middles Monday. They were quite impressed with the students
thoughtful responses, openness, and respect for each other. It was a treat for all the staff to see our students going
about the daily work with such graandcomposure while five adults loeld on. As indicatedid ul i eds not e
can all eelimmensely proud of NVS and the students who are growing so beautifully here.

Re a d e r s dwillTgivesareeofthe Middles an opportunity to perform for the Expl@ary nextweek.

While three of the Middles are working with Sue and the Olders on the play, the rest of the group have been reading
through fun scripts to select a couple for sharing with the younger children. With simple signs to identify characters
anda few simpé props, the performances promise to generate laughter and a renewal of community.

Behavior-over-Time charting is in the homework again this week. | have asked students to chart the amount of
time they watch TV each day. This is in preparatiorfiom-Off-TV Week (whichredly means @A No Scr
We e k 0 ) gup Apmilil®25.

Looking ahead Our trip to Lakeview this Thursdaywe will leave school about0:10 and return after lunch. If
you are interested in going with us, please let me know.

Jackie


http://www.poeticpower.com/
http://mathforum.org/sum95/suzanne/symsusan.html

