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 Volume XVII1, No. 27  April 14, 2010 
 

********  

April 
   Mon 19 Turn off TV Week  

Thurs 22 Earth Day 
   Mon 26 No School ²Staff Planning Day   
   Fri 30 Vacation Raffle Drawing at 6:30pm  

Fri 30 Treasure Island presented by the Olders 7pm at NVS 
   Sat 31 Treasure Island presented by the Olders 7pm at Eden Hall 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

Please j oin us for a special Gather õRound with Found er , George Thompson , 

and his cousin, Macy Wall, this Friday at 11:00am . 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

The National Association of Accredited Schools team that came to NVS Monday had a wonderful visit. All of you 

will understand why they were overwhelmingly impressed with what the school offers, because they were lucky 

enough to be here on a day when many of the usual things were happening. The group of five educational 

professionals sang along with Monday Morning Music, watched Kateôs Adventurers sail around the room in their 

capes, and examined the collection of striking work on Jennyôs classroom walls while the Explorers showed off 

their architectural skills with the Kapla blocks. They sat in Johnôs classroom to hear how he tailors each year to the 

Youngersô skills and interests, watched from the balcony as Eric led the Middles in singing and xylophone playing 

below, and listened to Jackie describe the academic work that goes into the Biography Ball. Sue put the actors 

through their paces on stage for the team, a group of students gathered to share their views about NVS with them, 

and the Olders explained the work they were doing on their British Empire unit. The team talked to individual 

teachers, toured the grounds, read a comprehensive report I had written, and asked me many, many questions. 

During one of our sessions in my office, three parents volunteered to come in and describe their experiences at the 

school. 
 

I will report back to you when I get the official report, but the team met with the staff at the end of the day to give 

us a verbal response to what they had seen. Their overwhelming response was that Neskowin Valley School 

deserves ñpages of commendations,ò that our mission statement ñlives and breathesò inside and outside the school, 

and that our integrated curriculum offers ñimpressive depth,ò ñpowerful thematic units,ò and an ñexcellent 

curriculumò to the students here. They were particularly taken with the accountability teachers demonstrate in their 

weekly essays in the Voice and in the narrative reports they write for students. They told the staff, ñYou touch 

peopleôs lives in a dramatic way here.ò 
 

In short, I believe our accreditation will stand, and I look forward to sharing the written report with you. We know 

we have a terrific school, but it is always gratifying and inspiring when other people acknowledge that as well. The 

NAAS team learned how much all of you do to support the school and applauded our ñexcellent parent 

involvement.ò ñYou donôt just talk about community,ò said one team member.  
 

You are that community, and I hope you share in our pride in the school. Thank you to all of you who have made 

and continue to make NVS what it is and for your support of this yearôs program. I think itôs safe to say we made it 

through accreditation with flying colors! 

 

Julie  
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VACATI ON RAFFLE UPDATE  

 

16 days and 1,800 tickets to go! Can we do it? 
A new Puerto Vallarta enti cement will be emailed tomorrow . 

Please take a moment to forward the email to your friends and family . 

 
ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  

 

 Our outside lunch time experiment has led to an interesting array of activities. On Monday, while 

we were eating, the children began noticing the many pieces of litter on the ground around the picnic 

table. A great conversation ensued, some of which is recorded here: 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÓÐÛÛÌÙÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÓÐÛÛÌÙȳɯ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÓÐÛÛÌÙÐÕÎȳɂ 

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÓÌÈÝÌɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÓÐÛÛÌÙȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȮɯÈÕËɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÓÐÛÛÌÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÚÚɯÈÛɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÈÔÉÜÓÈÕÊÌɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯ

goÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ×ÜÛɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÑÈÐÓȵɂɯ 

Ɂ+ÐÛÛÌÙÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÚÜ×ÌÙɯÉÈËȵɯ3ÏÌɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚɯÊÈÕɯÌÈÛɯÐÛɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÊÈÕɯËÐÌȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÏÜÙÛÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏȭɂ 

Ɂ!ÈÕÈÕÈɯ×ÌÌÓÚɯÈÕËɯÍÖÖËɯ×ÌÌÓÚȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÓÌÈÝÌɯÛÏÌÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÉÈËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏȭɂ 

 Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓɯÉÈËȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȮɯÐÛɯÐÚȰɯÈÕÐÔÈÓÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÌÈÛɯÐÛȮɯÊÏÖÒÌɯÈÕËɯËÐÌȭɂ 

Ɂ!ÜÛɯ&ÖËɯÔÈËÌɯÉÈÕÈÕÈÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓȭɂ 

 

 The last comment really threw a ratchet into the increasing ardor of the others. I could just see 

ÛÏÌÔɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯɁ8ÌÈÏȮɯ&ÖËɯËÐËɯÔÈÒÌɯÉÈÕÈÕÈÚȮɯÚÖɯÞÏàɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÐÛɯÖÒÈàɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÝe them lying on the earth, 

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ&ÖËɯÔÈËÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÛÖÖȳɂɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙ×ÓÌßÐÕÎɯÔÖÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛɯÔÐÕËÚȵɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯ

ÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈ××ÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯɁÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɂɯÓÐÛÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȭɯ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÎÖÖËɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÏÈ××ÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÕÈÕÈɯ×ÌÌÓɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȳɂɯ ÕËȮɯɁ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ

ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÉÈËɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÏÈ××ÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÕÈÕÈɯ×ÌÌÓɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȭɂɯ ÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȮɯ

they were able to name more in the bad than good column (the only one I remember in the good column 

was that elk, moose or deer would eat the peels), and when someone mentioned bugs and insects and 

bees ȹÚÈÐËɯÓÐÒÌɯɁÓÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÛÐÎÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÉÌÈÙÚȮɯÖÏɯÔàȵɂȺɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÌÓÚɯȹÞÌɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÍÓàÐÕÎɯ

things outside recently), there was complete agreement that AL L littering was bad on the playground.  

 We headed inside to make a poster, and with everyone working together, we got it done and 

hung on the door before it was time to leave. They are so very proud of their work, and have had their 

eyes opened in two significant ways. First, that their developing sense of empathy can be used in ways 

that affect the greater good, and two, that even as very young people, they can stand up and be heard.  

 On Tuesday, John joined us for lunch outside.  When he removed a bruiseËɯ×ÐÌÊÌɯÖÍɯ'ÈáÌÓɀÚɯÈ××ÓÌɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÚ×ÐÛɯÐÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËȮɯ(ɯÚÈÞɯ ÓÌÈÏɀÚɯÌàÌÚɯÖ×ÌÕɯÞÐËÌȮɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒÌËɯÏÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÞȭɯ'ÌÚÐÛÈÕÛɯÈÛɯ

ÍÐÙÚÛɯȹÐÛɀÚɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯÐËÌÈɯÛÖɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÜÛɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÉÈËɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÎÙÖÞÕɯÜ×ɯÏÈÚɯËÖÕÌȵȺȮɯÚÏÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯ

what he had done. John eß×ÓÈÐÕÌËɯÏÐÚɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÐÕÎȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯØÜÐÛÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÜÚɯ

something more to think about in regards to our strident view of littering on the playground. John 

suggested that we bring our ÌÕÌÙÎàɯÛÖɯÈɯ&ÈÛÏÌÙɯȿ1ÖÜÕËɯÚÖÖÕȮɯÚÌÌÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÏÖÞɯ$ÈÙÛÏɯ#ay is approaching. So 

ÞÌɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÈÓÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÓÌÛɯàÖÜɯÈÓÓɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÕɯÞÌɀÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÈɯ&ÈÛÏÌÙɯȿ1ÖÜÕËɯÛÈÓÒɯÈÕËɯ

presentation to the school. 
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 Work on play props continues, with four of the children having their work drawn, copied, 

enlarged and trÈÊÌËȮɯÈÕËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÔÖÙÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯ×ÈÐÕÛÌËȭɯ(ÛɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÝÌÙàɯÍÜÕɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÛȮɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐËÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔɯÏÈÝÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɀÝÌɯËÖÕÌȭ 

 )ÈÊÒÐÌɀÚɯ,ÐËËÓÌÚɯÊÈÔÌɯËÖÞÕÚÛÈÐÙÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯËÈàɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕɯÉÓÖÊÒÚȭ As 

 ËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌÙÚȮɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÚàÔÔÌÛÙàȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÐÛɯÖÜÛɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÚÌÌɯÐÛɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌÐÙÚɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɀɯÞÖÙÒȭɯ3ÏÌɯ,ÐËËÓÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÌß×ÓÖÙÐÕÎɯȿÙÖÛÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÚàÔÔÌÛÙàȮɀɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯ

worked togetÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÓÖÖÒɯÓÐÒÌɯ×ÐÕÞÏÌÌÓÚȭɂɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÍÜÕɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÎÙÖÜ×Úɯ

together, and the work they did was quite enchanting.  

 3ÏÌÙÌɯÏÈÚÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÙÖÖÔɯÊÙÌÌÒɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÒÐËÚɯÙÌÕÌÞÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÈÕËɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÛÞÐÎÚɯɁÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÛÛÖÔȭɂɯI pulled one of them out and placed it in a 

container so we could watch it moved, and we even counted all the way up 100, but there was nothing. I 

placed the twig in my hand with a little bit of water, and after a few seconds, we could see teensy legs 

begiÕÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÌÔÌÙÎÌȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÓÓɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯÛÜÙÕɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÛÐÊÒÓÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÊÈËËÐÚɯÍÓàɯÓÈÙÝÈȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÓÓɯ

continue to keep an eye on the movement in our tank. 

 

ASK ME: 

¶ 3ÖɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɀÔɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈà 

¶ About the new stuff in the touch table, and w ÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÐÛȭ 

¶ What we cooked at school today, for us and the Youngers and their swim teachers! 

 

Please remember to bring a wheel toy (bicycle, tricycle, low-rider, etc) to school on Thursday, as well as a 

helmet.  

 

Kate 
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EXPLORERS õ CLASS  Notes  

We have been keeping very busy in our class this week. We happily added butterfly larva to our 

habitat on Tuesday. The class crowded around the glass and cheered as the caterpillars found their 

way out onto leaves and branches. They named the larva right away ; my favorite is "Sweaters." We 

also have ladybug larva which we'll be observing and documenting their metamorphosis. Not to 

mention all the insect s we've been finding outside lately --we may have our own lab before long!  

Today we discovered that Rosie laid 12 eggs over the weekend! It was like findi ng hidden treasure as 

we dug around in her plant  and found the eggs she so carefully buried. We õll be feeding her lots of 

extra worms. Yay Rosie!  

Tomorrow is our field trip to the Driftwood Library in Lincoln City. We'll leave NVS at 9:30, 

and return by lunch. Tina, the children's librarian, will give us a tour of the library after story time. 

We also will be going on a field trip to North Lincoln Sanitary next Tuesday, April 20th. 

We'll leave NVS by 8:45 and return by 11ish. If you can accompany us on either trip please let me 

know!  

Ask Me's...  

...what's in our aquarium?  

...wh at will happen to the butterfly larva next?  

...wh at do ladybugs eat? H ow many a day?  

...where might you fing ladybug eggs? 

...what did we bake with Katie?  

...what did we do with Karen in PE?  

...to say Here is the Beehive for you  

...to sing There's a H ole in the Bottom of the Sea for you (it's a tricky one!)  

...to read Going Barefoot  with you  

...to remember my knitting supplies tomorrow  

...to read with you 20 minutes each day  

Thanks to Tracy for bringing us the fu n bug catcher k it s. I hope you al l have a wonderful 

week.  Jenny  
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YOUNGERS  CLASS  Notes  

 

    As I was  driving away from  school on Tuesday I saw Kate  in sunshine  at the front 

entrance, Youngers gathered around her, consulting with Kaileen about  a Hwy 101 accident 

in Lincoln City barring the way to afternoon swimming lessons. Tracy Goodman was 

offering  support along with Lizzie Reyes, the parent drivers. I rolled down my window. 

"We're going to the beach," Kate shouted up to me.  

    And that's the way  things happen  at NVS. When one route is tempo rarily denied, we find 

another way to achieve as good or  better ends. The accreditors who  went over the school 

with  a fine -toothed comb on Monday asked me questions about the Youngers program. I told 

them what  we do in a typical morning and intimated  the sorts of things Kate has the 

students doing in the afternoons. I also emphasized  that each group of  students is different, 

so to a degree each year's program  gets custom-designed for that  year's class. This is not 

one-size-fits -all education. I think it wor ks better  this way.  

    I don't know if  it's the effect of all the swimming, but this past week I've witnessed 

students making  significant progress in writing, spelling, handwriting, mathematical 

thinking and social ease. We've seemed to be always dashing off to something important: a 

student session with the accreditation team, a special library time offered by Linda, a 

chance to practice the all -school-play song with Eric, or to transplant watermelon seeds 

INDOORS (under a  warm light) with Katie. The clas sroom has been topsy-turvy, but before 

lunch the students have  set it to rights again. There's even renewed interest in getting 

homework done, because I promised I'd  tell  George Thompson their answers to questions 

about  the homework essay,  "Early Days of N VS." This is the part of  the school 

year when the finish line  is in sight. It's also the time we all begin wondering, "Do we really 

want this to end?"   

  

Conversation starters . . .  

Swimming is over this Friday; don't you wish it could last forever?  

What's  in the new homework that came home today?  

What is my part in the "Cricket in Times Square" play?  

Give an example of a two-digit addition problem.  

How about a two -digit subtraction problem?  

Have we figured out a rule for telling even numbers from odd numbe rs? 

What's in my journal this week?  

Who has helped me during journal -writing time?  

Who was my spelling -quiz partner on Tuesday?  

Who is the new special assistant?  

  

    I had a call from Kate after school on Tuesday. She said that everybody had 

come back sandy, wet and happy  from the beach, and that Kaileen had made the calls so 

that parents knew where to pick kids up at the end of the day.  

    Have a good week. 

  

John 
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M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  

 
Poetry continues to be a feature of the Language Arts program for 

Middles. Following the visit of Amy Minato  (shown working with 

Jared), we continued our poetry work by entering a national 

competition through Creative Communication (see their site at 

www.poeticpower.com). Each student selected one poem from the 

many written this year. In prior years NVS has had from three to 12 

studentsô poems selected for publication.    

This week we will meet with the Poets Corner at Lakeview 

Retirement Center and join them for lunch. Students will read their own 

poems and hear some of the poems written by the poet-residents of 

Lakeview. They may also have the opportunity to do some shared 

writing with the elder poets. 

 

Symmetry is the topic for math last week 

and this, as you have been noticing in the 

Family Letter that was in the homework. 

Please notice in the letter the opportunities 

for supporting these lessons through games 

and conversation.  

 Middles visited the Adventurers 

last Friday to explore rotational symmetry 

using pattern blocks. The photos show 

several designs that demonstrate rotational 

symmetry. 

Later this week each Middle will 

pair up with a Younger to teach line 

symmetry and rotational symmetry, giving me an opportunity to assess the 

Middleôs understanding. In class we are also exploring translational 

symmetry which is evident in architecture, wallpaper, fabric patterns, quilts, and carpets. Children should be able to 

explain to you how translations work by the end of the week. (A nice explanation about rotational and translational 

symmetry is at the web site http://mathforum.org/sum95/suzanne/symsusan.html). 

 

The Assessment Team from NAAS visited with the Middles Monday. They were quite impressed with the students 

thoughtful responses, openness, and respect for each other. It was a treat for all the staff to see our students going 

about the daily work with such grace and composure while five adults looked on. As indicated in Julieôs notes, we 

can all feel immensely proud of NVS and the students who are growing so beautifully here. 

 

Readersô Theater will  give some of the Middles an opportunity to perform for the Explorers early next week. 

While three of the Middles are working with Sue and the Olders on the play, the rest of the group have been reading 

through fun scripts to select a couple for sharing with the younger children. With simple signs to identify characters 

and a few simple props, the performances promise to generate laughter and a renewal of community. 

 

Behavior-over-Time charting is in the homework again this week. I have asked students to chart the amount of 

time they watch TV each day. This is in preparation for Turn-Off-TV Week (which really means ñNo Screen 

Weekò) coming up April 19-25. 

 

Looking ahead  Our trip to Lakeview this Thursdayðwe will leave school about  10:10 and return after lunch. If 

you are interested in going with us, please let me know. 
 

Jackie  

 

 

http://www.poeticpower.com/
http://mathforum.org/sum95/suzanne/symsusan.html

