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April
Mon 19 Turn off TV Week
Thurs 22 Earth Day
Mon 26 No Schodl Staff Planning Day
Fri 30 Vacation Raffle Diag at 6:30pm
Fri 30 Treasure Islampdesented by the Oldépnat NVS
Sat 31 Treasure Islampdesented by the Oldépnat Eden Hall

Fedede ek ke ke Kk

Gat her ®r ounds ar-B:50anvunlesg noweddifferenslyd ay 11: 30
Morning Music is every Mond89-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

HEAD OF ScHooL Notes
Last night we had a delicious potluck and heard delectable poems, thanks tday tvisit from Portland poet
Amy Minato to celebrate National Poetry Month. Amy worked with all of our students éhesaad poetry
Monday and Tuesday.heéck out the poems by the Adventurers, Explorers and Middles on display in theédCenter
and those bottles on the fireplace mantel with paper sticking out of the tops? Messages in bottles by the Olders!
Students young and old (including some adults) redget@otluck group. It was especially endearing to see
buddies accompany each other onto our little stage for encouragement.

Parents oDlders and Middles please note the special event at scho@atrday, April 10 from 10 a.m-1 p.m.

John Armour, a twaime Drammy Awardwinning stagefight choreographer, will present a workshop to prepare
students foffreasure IslandJ ohn wor ks with the Oregon Childrends Tl
of Fight Directors. He will show our students theatrsaordfighting, among other stage tricks. Students who have

a part in the play argtrongly encouragetb attendt hi s i s a fabul ous opportunity
in the play are very welcome. So are interested parBritg a sack lunch.

This weekend is also chodull of educational and musical treats at Bieding and Blues Festival in Pacific
City. Check out some of the opportunities here in the Voice, or pick up a festival brochure in the office.

Wedre waiting tulatéwhithitlass sold the ndost yaffle tioketghia week. Thanks to Ran, each
family in the school now has a rafflicket-selling kit. You can pick your blue Neskowin Valley School bag up on

the desk of hisoffictdy ou 61 | see your frameihdvejusnttrem eeeks il the draavingani c k e
April 30, so grab your kit and sell more tickets!

On Monday you may see a group of visitors around school. They are a team of evaluators atiotiad:

Association of Accredited Schoolscoming to see th&chool for our accreditation visit, held every six years. The

NAAS accredits schools according to the quality of their curricula, how they assess students, how well they operate,
and whether their programs do what they say they will do in their misstemstats. We have been gathering

i nformation and writing reports to show the team ho
show team members the real thing!

At the potluck, Poet Amy Minato expressed to parents what a gem this &thasbke visits a lot of them and
remarked on the close relationships among students, staff and families and how that supports the educational
program. Those of you reading this have everything to do with that. Thank you!

Julie



VACATION RAFFLE UPDATE

Pick-up your Raffle Sales kit in my office just inside the door of the school ASAP. Your family name is on your
NVS cotton bag awaiting you. | will try to hand you your kit or send it with your child so you caniggtwth it.

To achieve our goal of $40,000, each of us needs tonsetickets every day for the next 23 days.

You can achieve that by having the attitude that this is important to your child and the school, and by having some
good tools to work with

ONE
Kaileen is creating enticements for each vacation, which you can forward to your email address book. Most
programs want to limit you to about 10 addresses at a time. So it will involve some time to do this. But it is
relatively easy and effective gt the sales.

TWO
| have made up kits for each family to help make a sales pitch. You can carry the kit with you and ask people as you
encounter them, or you can make a plan to station yourself someplace and focus on this so many hours each week.
Or do oth to sell 14 tickets each week for the next three weeks.

The kit is made up of an NVS cotton bag with a hardboard copy of the Vacation Raffle Flyer. That way you can
hand the prospect the copy to read as you encounter them. | have also provided aupiesation about the

school in the form of the echo newsletter and the Summer Community School flyer. These can inform the prospect
and they can take them with them or hand them back while they make out their ticket form on the board.

Also in the bagre some envelopes if you want to keep cash and checks in there, and they are self addressed if
someone wanted to mail theirs to the school or give you an outright donation.

Thank you for taking responsibility for this effort. Together we can make thégdepril 30", and show support
for the students and teachers at NVS.

Ran

ADVENTURERS OCLASS Notes

| would say something like 0 Happy Spring, é but the weather has:|
The other day we were on our way in from outside time, having collected fresh creek water for our
aquarium, when the heavens echoed with thunder  rolling up the valley. We headed up the walkway
towards the front door, and by the time we got up there, the hail was coming down!

With much greater accuracy, I can wish all of vyo
off with a bang, thanks to our visiting poet, Amy, and the work she did in our classroom. We had a
great turnout Tuesday evening for the Poetry Potluck with lots of accolades for the poems that
everyone wrote. Check out their work thatodsaquteangi n
delightful. It was a privilege to read the work th
continuing the exploration of poetry throughout the month.

On Friday, Tim, the set designer, came in to the classroom with an invitation for the
Advent urers to help with the design of the set for th

)
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everyone the miniature set design that hedd made, a
needed for the set. While | camndknawe mehmbterwevthrod sg daior
contributing: waves, parrots, swords, pirate hats, sea shells, suns, gold coins, sea stars and fish. And

since everyone wasnot there on Friday, we®ol |l be add
they want to do. When Tim explained that the props would need to be big, we started working on the

idea of O6templatesd®éd and 6enl argements. ® | borrowed
spent time in our darkened room experimenting with and learning the proces s that wedol | be

make the big props. | drew a picture of a fish on a piece of clear plastic, and showed them that it



3
was about the length of my finger. When | put it on the overhead and projected it onto the wall, they
were all pretty thrilled wit  h the fact that now it was the length of my forearm! They were all pretty
impressed with the 7 steps it takes to make a prop!
On Monday, we covered the floor of the classroom with brown paper, cut up the big cardboard

box, and covered the cardboard withp ai nt by wusing rollers and a paint
on their template designs, and when theyod6re sure th
which wedll then use with the overhead to @nall arge.
painting jobs, and then 186l do the final cutting w
be at the play on Friday the 30th of April! And | Kk
your artist!

The other cool thing that we did on Monday was the transplanting of our snow peas into a
BI G cardboard container that wedre going to keep in
dowel s that we put into the container, so hopefully
well lit corner of our room.
ASK ME
swhat new poses wedre | earning with yoga, and which
§ about new things in the classroom, what they are and what | like doing with them
st he design I 6m working on for the set of the play

§ how we carried th e big container of dirt and snow peas across the room

Kate




EXPLORERS OCLASS Notes

Last week we went outside during ourd8y Workshop time in the afternoon and started writing and
draving whatever came to mind. Several poems were started, and it also set the stage for visiting poet
Amy Minato. On Monday morning Amy joined our class and worked with alliteration as well as some
rhyming games. It was a great way to begin exploring poetrich we'll continue this week.

We have also been continuing our research of insects, focusing this week on ladybugs. Next week we'll be
welcoming ladybug larva to our class (with open arms, as you can imagine) so we've been doing some
preliminary reseah before their arrivaNext week we'll also be visiting the Driftwood Library on

Thursday, April 15th. We'll leave NVS at 9:45, and return around noon. If you're able to jpiatuse

know. We also have another field trip the following weeklaesday norning, April 20th. We'll be

visiting the recycling center at North Lincoln Sanitary in honor of Earth Day (which is the 22nd).

We'll leave NVSby 8:45, and return around 10:30. It should be very exciting and fun, so please join us if
you can!

Tomorrow we'll be knitting with Tara and Tracy, so your child will need their knitting supplies.
A big thank you to Tara and Tracy for their time and loving guidance.

Ask Me's...

...what s elytra?

...how many aphids can a ladybug eat in one day?
...how do ladybugs ptect themselves?

...how do ladybugs help people?

...why don't ants like ladybugs?

...what did | do with Amy?

...what did | cook with Katie?

...to bring my knitting tomorrow

...to read with you 20 minutes each day

The joyous Easter stories continue each-tieyat a magical weekend they had! It's so fun to hear their
delight as they continue recal those precious momentdn so lucky. | hope you all have a wonderful

week.

Jenny




YOUNGERS CLASS Notes

Amy Minato's work with Youngers students this week was the impetus we needed to begin
collecting poems in notebooks. Before Amy arrived on Monday, students pasted in poems
we've become familiar with over the months --for example, "Farm Country," "My Name is
William Tell"and "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening." They also began collecting
poems they've written, beginning with  a formula poem called "Colors." The homework this
week included a poem -writing assignment and th  at will be collected, too, along with the
ocean poems they wrote with Amy's guidance. By the end of this National Poetry Month, we
should have quite a collection.

At the back of those same notebooks we've begun building spelling sections. This week we
began spelling practice and spelling quizzes, using a system that Jackie's students have had
success with. The words come from the Dolche lists that Kate has based some of her reading
instruction on. Youngers students already recognize a lot of these words in print, and they
will now be acquiring written mastery, too.

Swimming lessons are under way. Thanks to Kate for leading expeditions to the pool, and
to Tracy Goodman and Lizzie Reyes for helping get students there. Parents who find it
convenient to pick up on time after lessons are also helping us by limiting the number of
kids needing rides back to school. Thanks to all of you for this community effort!

Swimming will knock out our regular Thursday library time with Linda this week and
next, but she will make time for us next TUESDAY morning instead. Please help your child
round up NVS library books to return by Tuesday.

In math this week we've beg an investigation ways to add two -digit numbers. We've
discovered several different strategies for arriving at reasonable answers. As part of these
lessons we'll be honing the ever-valuable art of estimating your answer before you do the
fine calculations. It's definitely an acquired skill, since at first it seems that something like
99 + 98 must be "a bout a million!"

Conversation starters . . .

What are some ways to add two -digit numbers?

What happens at the end of "Neeluk: An Eskimo Boy in the Days of the Whaling Ships"?
Which Arctic -related books are we reading now?

What school day number are we up to?

Who is leading the Morning Message this week?

What's in my journal this week?

Who are the swimming instructors at the pool?

What am | learning to do (or do better) during swimming lessons?

How does swimming make me feel?

I'm interested in revivi ng adult reading tutors for the rest of the school year, to give the
first graders an additional boost and to point the second graders toward the kind of reading
for understanding they'll be expected to do next year. This has been a valuable program in
the past. If you're willing to be a weekly tutor, please let me or Kate  know. We'll do our
best to accommodate your schedule.

Have a good week.

John



MIDDLES OCLASS Notes

Visiting PoetAmy Minato led the Middles in creating images centered on the oddader her tutelage they
crafted similes and metaphérpoetic comparisons that brightened their poems with lively mental pictures. Amy
was in the room for two periods on consecutive ddysng which time the childredeveloped an ear for new
poetic featurs and wrote their own poems from the sea. This was a great kick off for Poetry Month. To carry it
further, we will be meeting with the Poets Corner at Lakeview next Thursday morning, April 15, at 10:30.
. The Clam
Poetry Potluck was exciting for all who attended. The food was great and By Cole Strober
brought people together as they visited over the tableenjéged poetry
readings bystudents from all grades. Some Explorers read their poems and| | am a clam
were really good, according to Maggie Fondho participated in the event. Thd APigmouth  t hat can
readings went from the Adventures through the Olders. Then people were %?mg down into the algae reef

. ) e algae protect me, keep me
to get up and read or recite as they wanted. Teachers, parents, and childrel . Jict
the stageincluding Middles Emma Fennel, Lael Case, and Maggiel When . _
two different groups recited the same humorous poem, it got a big laughfr¢ | £ 68 ~hard bei ng
everyoneThis review was written with the assistancéaygie Fod who read | A ¢/am hiding in the sea

. . Tucked in a bank of rocks
and recited several poerisiesday night Locked in a

Lithographs by the Middles and the poems thatspired them are on display | Claustrophobic shell
in the center for a short time. | hope you will be able to stopinand seetheff Canét you see?
they make an impressive presentation seen all together. l'tas hard heina

Gat her eteraediflitbrally and figuratively) the poetry writing as buddies worked together to create poetic

|l i nes about the ocean. Using t he | e didesenses dftaste, touehr e t
smell, heang, and gght to write linesthat were brought together to create a Yeng poem indeddl at least 10

fed of verse. Thanks to John Fiedler for planningd &cilitating the work.

Trade and Exploration As Middles began working witthaps of regions less
well known to them (the Mediterranean envis), we also started discusgi
how people and governments moved goods for trade prior to fheeh8ury.If
you dondét yet know the term ACol u , 0y
learn ®mething about it from your child by the end of next week. The natio
standardeind benchmarksxpect that a student of this ai€nowsabout B
European explorers of the 15th anfg
and AKnows ab opstfoods lamrd aningals that wese transportef®
from the Western Hemisphereand om t he E a st ¥ouaan sde
more about the history national standardéatfollowing website:
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectiD=4&standard|D=
A shortarticle about the Columbian Exchange is availaibM/ikapedia:
http://en.wikipeda.org/wiki/Columbian _Exchange

| will present other standards and benchmarks that shape our Renaissance
in subsequent Voice notes.

Looking ahead Our poetry month continues witur visit to Lakeview Thursday, Aprill5. We will meet with

t heiet sioP oCo r n éaredour@aetoyam hdaraheifhen we will have lunch with the resideritge

leave the school at 10:10 and return after lunch. If you are interested in going with us, please let me know.
TunOff-TV Week (which really means ®ABo Screen Weeko

PLEASE NOTE: Muddy Monday! Katie Miesle and the Middles are making great gains with the garden. The
seeds that were started in the room about a month ago are ready to heiimgertmanent homes in the labyrinth

garden. So are several fruit trees and shrubs that the Middles asked Katie to secure. That means the next Monday,
Middles will be getting deep into the dirt. Katie suggested to all the students that thesheesandlothes

suitable for the task of digging and transplanting Garden and Grounds happens at 1PN Monday, and you

are welcoméo come and help out if you like

Jackie


http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/standardDetails.asp?subjectID=4&standardID=7
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbian_Exchange

OLDERS O0CLASS Notes

Thursday, April1®was a great night for the Olderso6 class.
bring the audience new knowledge about being a pastry chef, baker, baseball player and datbteiter

Project Presentations Mentors Mary Faith (she mentored Jade using her knowledge as a baker) and Todd (he
used his extensive knowledge as a state detective to mentor Carl) provided invaluable support to their pupils
and excited the audi ence wianda farneeminorlepaguebsleplayerand B u ¢
Henry (the owner of Lighthouse Doughnuts and Benbo
were unable to attend, but we are extremely gratefuheir extraordinary commitment to furthering the
knowledge of the students in our community.

On the Friday following our big event, the Olders reflected on their experience. They had the following
comments regardintpeir experience anghat it takes to be a satirected learner:

Ability to reflect, alility to recognize that you need to do something differently, know how to find information,

ask questions, work with others, teach about what you learn, remember to do your homework, sometimes it car
be hard and even boring, do it all yourse#aschfarther than you are supposed t@ fositive, sick to the

subject, isten peakabout what you know,nte down what you knowatl a mentor yourselfakethe

initiative, comeup with questions about your topievisea lot, thinkmo r e, f o c u gy, disthated, 06t b e
have patiencey o u domngea lot of work butt t f@ & good cause

Parents, thank you for your support throughout this project in the form of rides, encouragement, reminders, anc
more than | know! Mentors, your gift of time and pasdmmyour work has made these presentations possible.
Students, you are continually open and eager to further your knonwdedge 6t | et it stop he
what you love.

This week we continue witlnyriad acivities including play practicéSwe reports that the students are
dedicated and working splendidlyConnected Mathematics texts, a unit on testing, the British Enapide,
Mandarin (be ready to learn about Chinese numdnegdsiew ways to use them in communicating important
information such as atbhday, date or the time).

Parents and students often provide me with valuable input about our programs. One area of current revision is
our mathematics program. While the Olders will continue to use our thpuglttkingConnected
Mathematicdexts, we \ill be adding a new dimension to the program: a small math binder that contains
essential examples of mathematical operations and key concepts (such as how to complete a long division
problem).These notebooks will serve several purposes:

1 They will providean opportunity for students to develop techniques for taking accurate, neat, detailed

notes and will be checked weekly for content.

1 They will give students a reference (to use at home and school) that will be durable and usable over
their threeyearsihhe Ol der sdé progr am.

| 6ve already purchased these notebooks; i f you ar
it would be appreciated.

Thanks!
Amy

P. S. Check out the Ol der sb6Voke. av el Raffle Update i



Ben withhis mentor Henry of ‘I_|ghtouse Doughnuts Carl took this pictureluring a visit to a training center for police officers

Jade with a tantalizing baking creation

Travel Raffle Update from the Ol dersbo

This Tuesday t he Olicsemamlyze cul progress anshe tdavehraffte Bodfardidtovered
the following interesting facts:
1 As of last week, we had kbapproximately 14%, or 7/50 tie 2500 tickets available

1 Using these numbers, we calculated that each family at NVS resel & grand total of 54 tickets by
April 30" if we want to meet our goal of selling ALL 2500 tickets. This means that each family needs to
sell 18 tickets per week (please note that wedve
meansaccording to Ran, thaach family now needs to sell about 14 tickets per week to meet our goal).

1 The following graph was submitted by Isaak Welch, and shows the rate at which our current ticket sales

have been progressing (shown usingasolidlinegg. Tlse | ope of this | ine is gen
been selling tickets at a slow pace. Isaak also included a dotted line that shows a steep slope. This is how
guickly wedll have to sell tickets Lteotdealkdhepuup
good work!

L IBRARY NEWS

Thank you to Shannon Bishop for being a great substitute librarian.
Thanks Gale Ousele for the new book on Hess
Thanksto Dick Ellegood for the book you donated to the library.
Thanks to Lainie for covering MORE new library books for us!
Coming in May, the annual Scholastic Book Fair!



