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 Volume XVII1, No. 13  December 16, 2009 
 

 

******** 
  December Fri 18 Winter Solstice/Festival of Lights (Half-Day)  
    Mon 21 Winter Break Begins (No School) 
  January  Mon 4 Staff Planning Day (No School)   
    Tue 5 Return from Winter Break 
    Fri 8 Friday Community School 

******** 
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

I want to send fond thanks to all of you reading the Voice. I feel deep gratitude for the community that 

cares so much for Neskowin Valley School as 2009 comes to a close. Learning how much the school 

means to all of you has been so encouraging in this first half of my first year as Head of School. I know 

those of you reading this have a strong vested interest in this wonderful school, and I often feel your 

collective support for me, the staff and each other. Thank you! 

 

Thereôs plenty of holiday bustle in the air as we prepare for the Festival of Lights on Friday. Xylophones 

plink out Jingle Bells from the artspace, gifts materialize in the classrooms and secret rehearsals play out 

in the center. You are all invited to witness an inspiring program of play and song starting at 10:15 Friday. 

Remember that school will be out at 11:30. 

 

The Olders request that you bring a non-perishable food item to put in the schoolôs Holiday Basket which 

will go to local families in need. Hang on to it during the performanceðthe Oldersô collection of the food 

will be part of their presentation on winter holidays in the Republic of Georgia. We are still collecting 

food, gift certificates and cards, and other gifts for the Holiday Basketðthank you to those of you who 

have already contributed. 

 

Has your student signed up for classes in the first round of Friday Community School? It will start the first 

Friday of school in 2010, and itôs first come, first served for class picks. Do you know local students who 

might want to attend? Send their names to the office so we can send them a scheduleðwe have room for 

outside students to join us. 

 

I wish you all a joyous, festive holiday breakðsee you in 2010! 

 

Julie 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes  
 

Thank you to the families who have donated food and clothing items to the annual Holiday Basket.  We have a 

few more days to collect non-perishable food items so please think of these families in the next few days while 

you are out shopping.  Gift cards for local stores such as Kennyõs IGA, Bi-mart, Grocery Outlet and Safeway will 

be greatly appreciated so the families can purchase fresh produce, dairy, meat products or toiletries as well.   

 

The next Parent Association meeting will be on Thursday, January 7
th
 at 6:30pm.  We will work on planning 

some fun events and the spring fundraiser.   

 

A few fun local events for the holidays: 

December 19
th
 12-3pm Fairy Houses and Fairy Stories  at the Freed Gallery (free) 

December 31
st
 11am-1pm Kids in the Kitchen and Chapter Book Club  at the Culinary Center in  

Lincoln City (cost $10  541.667.1125) 

 

Check out the local events in your community for some great affordable things to do over the holiday break.  

 

Happy Holidays to all NVS families and friends! 

 

ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Iõm trying to think of something that we havenõt been doing! In the meantime, hereõs what weõve 

been up to: weõve been exploring in the field adjacent the covered area, looking for and comparing 

deer and elk poop. Weõve been down to the creek (the BIG one) looking for and finding ice: on the 

watersõ edge, and even more cool, on the rocks in the middle of the creek. We discovered that the big 

tree we use as a marker for o ur hikes down to the creek has not one, but two big holes in it, which 

has added an inspiration to our conversations about the tree in our room. We have done snow dances 

in hopes that the winter gods will heed our wishes, and bring us some of that glorious  white stuff. 

Iõm eager to have camera in hand if/when it happens to capture the looks of glee and awe when they 

see the field covered with snow. Weõve played chase, soccer, trapeze art (swinging), monster tag and 

zip-up tag (for those that  get outside on cold days unzipped). And thatõs just during outside time! 
 

Inside weõve been creating safe homes for new puppets (thanks 

to Merilee and Rachel!), drawing self -portraits, building tents, 

making trains to take us to South America, using scarves as 

jump ropes  and leashes and bananas as phones, creating our 

own designs with pattern blocks, making candles (and the 

money with which to purchase them!), reading books, 

reviewing reading words, welcoming visitors, making tall block 

towers using spatial and geometric patterns, building long and 

winding train tracks and working hard to avoid head -on 

collisions through conversation and warnings, taking care of 

others when hurts and upsets occur, decorating luminaries, 

practicing our singing and signing for Festival of Li ghts (both by ourselves and with the Explorers) 

making buddy notes (and loving to read our buddy notes!), taking care of the fish and plants and 

decorating a crown and making a necklace to say good -bye to Katie (for a month).  
 

Even though weõve only been together for four weeks, weõve gelled remarkably well. I can say that 

the kids AND parents have been tro upers in making this a seamless transition for everyone, and I 

look forward to my mornings and whatever joy comes my way because I get to spend time in t heir 

presence. When I look back over the pictures that I take, I see kids greatly focused on what theyõre 

doing, be it helping out a friend, building a spaceship, drawing in journals, even eating snack. And I 

see the whole gamut of emotions, including joy,  grief, anger, frustration, relief and passion.  
 

I hope you all have a blessed and safe holiday. Iõm looking forward to seeing everyone on the 5th of 

January, 2010!  
 

Kate  
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EXPLORERS CLASS  Notes  

 

Our classroom has been buzzing with excitement for the upcoming holiday. The children have been 
working on wrapping-ÕÐ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÍ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ 
accomplished.  7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÉÎÇ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ ,ÉÇÈÔÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ) 
must say, they sound great!  The Explorers will be singing four songs, and the other classes will  be 
performing songs and skits. We will have a half day Friday with the fe stival beginning at 10: 15 
and ending around 11:30.  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÁÎ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÏÄ ÄÒÉÖÅȟ ÓÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȢ !ÌÓÏȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÁÄ *ÕÌÉÅȭÓ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 
donations to the Christmas baskets this year. Thanks in advance for your generosity. 

&ÒÉÄÁÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ !ÎÔÈÏÎÙȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÄÁÙ ÁÔ .63 ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ %ÕÇÅÎÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÎÅØÔ 
month.  Anthony has been a wonderful addition to our class, and the children and I will miss him 
very much. I have told the class that we can write to Anthony, and hopefully he can visit us 
ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á ÇÏÏÄÂÙÅ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ 7Å ×ÉÓh 
Anthony and his family all the bestɂ×ÅȭÌÌ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÅÍȢ 

!ÓË -ÅȭÓȣ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ) ÍÁËÅ ÆÏÒ !ÎÔÈÏÎÙȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÁÍ ) ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ &ÒÉÄÁÙȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÄÉÄ ) ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ×Å ÂÁËÅ ×ÉÔÈ +ÁÔÉÅȩ 
ȣÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ 
ȣÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ φτ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÅÁÃh day 
 
 

I hope that you all have a peaceful and joyous holiday.                                                                                         
I am grateful to have such wonderful families in my life.  

Warmest Wishes, 

Jenny Case 
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YOUNGERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

     Youngers students have been  preparing for this Friday's Festival of Lights by rehearsing  a St. 

Nichol as play, sometimes with Eric and sometimes on their  own. They're almost ready.  The mood of the 

play is Eastern European, Ukrainian to be exact. Katie Miesle has lent us  one of her magnificent hats, 

which she  is pretty sure  is Ukrainian. The mysterious St. Nicholas will appear  wearing that.  Students 

may dress the part by looking a little stylish and even a  bit  antiqued on Friday. If  you have a suit or 

party dress that doesn't get enough wear, now is the time. Ribbons and slicked -back hair  are encouraged. 

    Last week's  Invention Convention was a happy time. All  Youngers students completed display boards 

for the public event on  Thursday night. I enjoyed seeing how much attention their inventions attracted 

from interested  convention -goers. Thanks for all the w ork you put into supporting and encouraging these 

projects. The pay -off was in the glow the students felt as they presented their work.  

    We wrapped up our reading of (The Hoboken Chicken Emergency ) on Tuesday. It's the third long 

chapter book I've read with the students this  fall and early winter. Rereading any of these at home might 

be a good use of Christmas break time. In additi on to the latest book, we read (The Hundred Dress es) and 

(Mr. Popper's Penguins ). You may  have favorites of your own that you  could start  reading over vacation. 

I'd love it if you let me know how  that's going.  

  

Conversation Starters . . .  

What's my part in the St. Nicholas play?  

How do you play the "What's My Number" game for 3 - and 4 -digit numbers?  

How does Arthur get his chic ken Henrietta bac k in (The Hoboken Chicken Emergency)?  

I mean, what strategy for luring her back home works?  

What did kids write about in their journals this week?  

Whose journal work do you especially enjoy? Why?  

How is Mr. Popper's Christmas tree looking ? 

What did we do with the penguin's rookery before the break?  

Where is the gravel bucket now? 

         

    These past few days before the winter vacation, I've been reminding a Youngers student or two,  "It 

isn't September anymore." I'm not sure they get it  entirely  or even that I do, but I  think it means we've 

come so far from those first few weeks of school. Back then everything was new and untested, and now 

we've tried out all  kinds of responses to learning and figured out which ones work better than oth ers. I 

think that the break from school will be useful and a little bit hard on all of us. Hazel seems perplexed 

when I tell her, "No school for two weeks."  It's become a part of her daily ritual, too.   

  

John   

 
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 

While continuing to work on their focused reading, sight words and math (with the newly ordered and finally 
arrived dry-erase boards) the Youngers have also been steadfast in their work of memorizing their part in the 
óCandle for Peaceô presentation weôre doing for Festival of Lights. Weôve utilized a variety of ways to help them 
hold onto their parts, including yelling, whispering, clapping it out, saying it while lying down, standing up, 
sitting, in órepose,ô etc. And theyôve entered each of these experiments with a ñletôs see what happensò 
attitude, which I thoroughly enjoy and much appreciate. 
 
We spent part of our time working on Christmas cards for our buddies, which was a delightful and creative way 
to spend part of an afternoon. Along with that, weôve baked cranberry muffins (that baked while they read) and 
after a cold wet outside time, I greeted them in our room with not-too-hot hot chocolate. It was a fun way to 
start our time together, and weôve created some fond memories that will hold us in good stead until our return. 
 
Yeah for the work theyôve done with the óCandle for Peaceô and I hope all of you have a relaxing and peaceful 
holiday.  See you next year! 
 
Kate 
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M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  

 
Many Thanks. I canôt say enough about how I appreciate the support of parents. You not only lend a hand with 

transportation and various activities but enrich the learning by sharing your lives and expertise. Thank you to Stuart 

Ford for his patent attorney wisdom with the class as they thought about their inventions and for serving as the 

ñpatent officerò when the applications were turned in. The Middles 

learned a lot from the process. Thank you to Leslie Gordon, whose 

lesson on physics and design technology help prepare the students for 

their invention work. Thank you to Linda Link  for her help in the 

classroom on so many occasions and to Linda, Karen Strober and 

David Bergerson for serving as chauffeurs and chaperones on many of 

our field trips. Thank you to Lainie Koch for helping in the classroom. 

There are many others who could be included in the list: you are all 

wonderful. 

 

The biggest thanks of all, from the children and me, is to you for your 

help with the work leading up to the Invention Convention. Everyone 

was prepared and excited when the night arrived. Once again, I felt that this class showed a remarkably high level of 

focus and self-direction. Well done, all. 

 
Drama presentations and choir performance today were both amazing. Working with Eric Simpson, the 

Middles who are part of the choir joined the Olders for a concert at Lakeview Retirement Center. Singing in duets, 

trios, and small chorale groups, they enlived the day for more than 50 residents who gathered to hear and see them. 

They brought so much joy to the audience, including their parents and teacher. I was so proud of the way they 

conducted themselves. Linda Link and I agreed that we could take this group anywhere. We returned to school in 

time for the Middles to present the skits that they worked on with Sue Parks-Hilden. Once again, the talent and 

focus was remarkable. What a gifted group this is!   

 
Festival of Lights. Middles will present their skit and Diwali gifts at the 

Festival of Lights gathering on Fri day, December 18, starting at 10:15. 

Please join us. Diwali, originally a Hindu winter festival, is now observed by 

people throughout India. It celebrates the victory of light over dark, good over 

evil, and knowledge over ignorance. We have been working on props and 

scripts all week, and there will be a big surprise at the end. You wonôt want to 

miss it. School is dismissed at 11:30, following the celebration. 

 
OMSI VisitðRepeat notice. Middles will make the all-day trip to Portland 

tomorrow, Thursday, December 17, leaving school at 8:30 (students should arrive no later than 8:15) and returning 

about 4:00. Students will participate in a physics lab on electricity and magnetism and visit the Turbine Hall to 

explore physics and engineering science hands-on exhibits. Linda Link and David Bergerson will be driving. 

Students need to bring a substantial sack lunch with a couple of snacks. We will  arrange for students to be 

brought home by the drivers when we return.  

 

I wish all of you a peaceful, joyful, and loving holiday season.  
 

Jackie  
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OLDERS õ CLASS  Notes  

 
 

Itõs been a wonderful closing week. Students are òtrollingó each 
other (acting as secret messengers bringing gifts and encouraging notes 
to another student throughout the week). Itõs clear theyõre taking their 
assignment seriously: Gus received a note today instructing him to head 
to the library, where he found a whole plate of homemade chocolate 
chip cookies! Recently I received a packet of tea and chocolates on my 
desk; what a caring group of young men and women we have in the 
Oldersõ class.  

This Wednesday we closed out our memoir project at 
Lakeview Senior Living Center. It was a pleasure listening to students 
sing and play music to open our time together. Eric has done a 
wonderful job incorporating new instruments and methods into our 
program; the residents at the nursing home were singing right along as 
students played! Following the musical program, the Olders sat with 
each of their residents and read them their carefully crafted memoirs. 
For many Olders, it was one of their better writing pieces this year, 
perhaps because of the deep personal connection they shared with each 
senior. On the way home from the nursing home, Carl, unprompted, 
remarked: òI definitely want to go back.ó We will!  

In class today we compiled selection of memories from our year so faré 

¶ Zombies, music, Grandfriends Day, tiling pools for a math class, pizza, zombie tag, math, reading, 
sword fighting at the Harvest Festival, turning in homework, SSR, the days Butterscotch and Butters 
left, the challenge of solving the locker problem, science, Mandarin, learning to make caramel by 
heating sugar, apple pie making, quiet options, coming back to school, and many more. 

Iõd encourage you as family to read over these memories, add to the list, and talk about what each one means 
to you!  
 Thank you parents and Olders for an amazing start to our year. Parents, you have made all of our 
meaningful field trips possible, engaged in honest discussion with me, and helped your children in so many 
ways that I do not see. Olders, you are passionate, intelligent, empathetic young men and women and I enjoy 
your company every day! Have a wonderful holiday! I will see you in January, refreshed and ready to keep 
discovering.  
 

 Amy 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Dinner Table Discussionsé 

¶ Why did we write the letter to the 
US Embassy in Georgia this week? 
What do you think the outcome of 
our efforts will be?  

¶ What did you learn from our 
meeting with Ana, a student from 
the country of Georgia?  

¶ What have you enjoyed about your 
year so far? 

¶ What new and different things 
would you like to see happen in our 
classroom next year? 

¶ Share your goal-setting progress with 
your parents. What is going well? 
How will you challenge yourself to 
improve in the new year?  


