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December Fri 4 Holiday Craft Party 5:30pm (dinner provided, bring drinks)
Thurs 10 Invention Convention 6:30pm
Fri 18 Winter Solstice/Festival of Lights (Half-Day)
Mon 2| Winter Break Begins (No School)

January Mon 4 Staff Planning Day (No School)
Tue 5 Return from Winter Break
Fri 8 Friday Community School
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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes

Grandfriends’ Day was a wonder. We had dozens and dozens of visitors, and I loved getting to meet so
many of the people who care intensely about our students. The weather was stellar, the children beyond
excited, and there was lunch, including pumpkin pie the Olders made on Tuesday under the excellent
guidance of Mary Faith Bell. Our grandfriends joined in classroom activities all morning, went outside
for recess, ate with their young companions, and clapped thunderously for the musical performances on
stage in the artspace.

It all went so smoothly because of the flexibility and depth of the parent lunch team, including Tracy
Goodman, Briana Kimbrough, Shae Lambert, Linda Link, Rosalina Wong, Tara Rislov, Brook Schmitz,
Karen Strober, Sharon Bergerson, Shannon Bishop and Tara Will. | know | am failing to mention some
names, so | apologize in advance—at several points there were so many helping hands in the kitchen and
dining area that it appeared plates were being sent back and forth fire-brigade style. Kaileen was a big help
in the kitchen, and Ran, Robert Self, and many others made set-up and moving chairs to the artspace a
snap. | know students helped out with food preparation in some cases—that yummy Asian salad was a
Middles production—thanks to those who helped make their participation possible. Thanks, too, to Kate,
Katie, Jenny, John, Jackie and Amy for creating exemplary morning activities for our guests and students,
to Eric for teaching our children to sing and play so fearlessly, and of course to Andrew Konink, who
brought things back to order over the weekend. You all showed what a hospitable place this school can be,
on a much larger scale than usual. From the comments | heard, our grandfriends appreciated it very much.
Thank you!

I love that NVS celebrates on a small scale, too, and | hope you and your children are planning to attend
this Friday evening’s holiday craft party, when our new artist in residence, Kevin Schluker, will be on
hand to help us make ornaments, cards and wrapping paper. The ever-ready Parents Association is
providing a baked potato/chili dinner, and all are invited. | hope to see you there for some low-key,
creative holiday fun.

Julie



PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes

We are very thankful to all of the parents who participated in hosting last weeks Grandfriend’s Day lunch.
Thank you to all who helped with setting up, working a shift during lunch and clean up. A huge thank you to
the room parents for organizing the lunch items and working with the students to prepare each dish. And a
gigantic THANK YOU to Tracy Goodman and Briana Kimbrough for planning and organizing the luncheon.
What a warm, wonderful way to celebrate Grandfriend’s Day and start the Thanksgiving holiday.

Speaking of holidays...... Please join us this Friday evening at 5:30pm for our 1t annual ornament making
party. The Parent Association will host a baked potato bar with all of the fixings including chili and coffee or
hot apple cider. Please bring your own beverages if you prefer something a bit stronger. It will be a great
evening to spend time with your family and the NVS family listening to Christmas music and making memories.

The Scholastic book orders are due this Thursday- please turn in your order to Kaileen.

Another great event this weekend is The Sea of Lights at the Oregon Coast Aquarium on Friday and
Saturday, December 4t and 5% from 6:30 pm to 9pm. The aquarium is beautifully decorated with lights,
a chance to make an ornament, listen to music and see the animals at night. Admission to the Sea of Lights is
two items of food for Food Share of Lincoln County, or a new unwrapped toy, or pet food for the Lincoln
County Animal Shelter or $2 for adults and $1 for kids. Admission is free to members.

ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes

Thank you so much to everyone who helped made Grandfriends Day a fun family event for our class
AND the whole school. All the people | talked to were so pleased to be included, happy to see their friend
or family member enjoying school, and tickled with the various activities in the classroom, as well as the
singing that ended our celebratory day. | hope everyone had a peaceful vacation; as people were arriving
at school today, it was fun to realize that | had missed everyone while school was out.

A variety of changes greeted the Adventurers as they came into the classroom this morning. First, there’s
a new manipulative on the shelf, which Lave and Evan built and played with throughout the morning. I'm
also incorporating a more directed journaling time during the day, which happens after lunch and before
puzzles and books are available. This afternoon was the first time of doing it, and the kids drew and
wrote as they were able, with Katie and me offering our help with transcribing as needed. Also this
morning, | informed everyone that | had volunteered them for a school-wide task in preparation for the
Festival of Lights. We are going to be making sand and container candles and they have been getting
ready for the opening of the Candle Store throughout the week. We hope to start making candles
beginning on Monday, December 7th. So far, they have decorated a couple of posters, told me the words
to the letter that’s going out to all the other classes, picked the colors that they’re offering, and decided on
two prices for their candles. Be on the lookout for advertisements throughout the school.

During our outside recess, | invited the children to take a walk down to the creek (big one), and we
practiced walking safely on slippery inclines, taking care not to bonk into those in front of us, while
keeping hands out of pockets so they would take the brunt of the force if indeed a fall happened. It didn't,
but we had fun talking about hand-plants versus face-plants! The creek was high, but not as high as it
was a couple of weeks ago when we looked at it from the far end of the field. | expect that we’ll be going
down there with some regularity, making note of changes that are occurring, and maybe even figuring out
a way to keep track of the level of the water, so we can make hypothesis about how and why.

ASK ME:

about our new helper jobs, and what I’'m doing this week.
about the song we’re singing for Festival of Lights

what | liked the best about our hike to the creek

Kate



EXPLORERS CLASS Notes

Last week the spirit of Thanksgiving was alive and well in our class. We talked about things and people
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activity and smiling children eager to share their space with their loved ones; interviews were being

conducted, birdfeeders and books were made, and work and projects were shared. Breaking for the
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helped with that. The music performance was a perfect ending to our morning togethert thanks to Eric

for all his hard work. We are already planning and practicing for the Winter Program on December 18",

fueled by a lot of excitement for the approaching holiday!

CKAA ©6SS] 6SQ@S 0SSy (Fftl1Ay3a |062dzi AYy@SyilAizy
| 2y @BSYyliAz2y e 2SQ@3S 6SSy NBFRAY3 Fo2dzi . SyaurYAa
own ideas. Inspired by our experiments and talks about how things move, the children have started
thinking about what they might want to invent. We will have drawings and descriptions of their

invention ideas displayed at the Invention Convention next Thursday, December 10" at 6:30. | will have
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Due to popular demand, the Morning Math Task is returning! We will have a Math Task just Friday

mornings to start, and may add another day as the year progresses. Both students and parents have said
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task this Friday, so be sure to get your coffee before class!
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Please remember that the Scholastic book orders are due back tomorrow, Thursday, December 3rd.
Thanks!
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I hope you all have a wonderful week.

Jenny



YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes

December is under w ay in a flurry of activity  pointing toward the Invention Convention and the
Festival of Lights. It's easy to forget how lovely Grandfriends Day was and scurry on. On Tuesday |
asked the students about it. They expressed some disappointment that we weren't able to squeeze in
everything we'd planned with the grandfriends. We reminisced about how many grandfriends were with
us in our classroom. The students seemed calm and happy as they remembered. Thank you,
Grandfriends, for leaving a bit of yourselves here  with us.

Invention ideas and plans are flying around the classroom this week. So far we're working
on inventions that address getting stuck in the mud, having problems with eye -glasses, having trouble in
math, running out of stove wood, getting your boot stuck on your foot and needing to extract a loose
tooth. | can't say any more about it at the moment. Invention Convention night (Dec. 10) will reveal all!

Eric is working with us on a Festival of Lights ide  a for the 18th. It's great to have his advice as we try
something new. We hope to illuminate another cultural tradition through our performance.

Homework returns have slipped in the past few weeks. Please check with your child about the
homework, which is passed out each Wednesday and due the following week. The centerpiece is always
nightly reading practice. Thanks.

Conversation Starters . . .

What do the display boards for the Invention Convention look like?
What sorts of things go on the boards?

How have we moved the bucket this week horizontally and vertically?
How does a pulley work?

How did we test the weight of the bucket?

Who is leading the Morning Message this week?

What is the poem of the week?

What song did we sing with Eric on Wednesday?

Who did | read with at Gather'round today?

What's new this week in Mr. Popper's living room?

Have a good week. Maybe I'll see you Friday at the craft night.
John

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

You know how there are ‘smelly’ markers that young kids love to draw with because they smell good? Well, the
Youngers have discovered various reactions to the smell of dry erase markers, what with our work using number lines,
differing numbers of dice and the huge white-board-on-wheels that lives in the copy room. You're not in Kansas
anymore! The work they did, on the other hand, was great. | modeled for them what I wanted them to be doing with the
number line and dice, and then they took turns creating and displaying the equations that came up when they rolled the
dice. I got a chance to sit at the back of the small circle they created and just watch, which was a real pleasure for me. |
even started working on Voice notes, when EC said, “We don't even need Kate to do this!" True, and good for them.
They were all checking and double checking their math, and thrilled when the equations got them up past 10.

Focused reading is going well, and I can tell that we're getting ready for new books. All of them have strengthened
their reading skills, be it sounding out letters, letter combinations or words, or by finding the “least common
denominator” (a word within the word) and sounding out the prefixes and suffixes from there, or by rote knowledge.
Whereas a little over a month ago, this was a frustrating time for all, now it's a relaxed and nicely anticipated part of
their day.

ASK ME:

about our own white boards!

to read my 10 words to you 2 times a day

about the sharing we're doing for Festival of Lights.

Kate



MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes

Thank you, Grandfriends. Middles thoroughly enjoyed their time
with their Grandfriends last Wednesday. During our debriefing on
Tuesday, they reported that they particularly liked sharing what
we do in the class; each studentpresented a favorite subject or
project, showing exemplary work and giving the background for
the activities. The students showed remarkable poise, confidence
and understandlng | was thrilled. They also said that they enjoyed
; | making the pasta salad with
Linda Link. Thank you for
contributions to the salad; it
was clearly a hit during lunch. Middles and Grandfriends joined in
a physics project that demonstrated potential and kinetic energy
with the most popular step for Grandfriends being the coloring.
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the furthest, having come from England for the occasion.
Grandfriends Day is a very special time at NVS for students
~ 4 and families. We appreciate the support of all who helped us
prepare and those who attended. Ask me: What did | like most about Grandfriends Day? What was
demonstrated by the Tumbling Man that we made? How did mine turn out? What might have made it work better?
How did we solve the problem of the toys sliding down the ramp?

The Hundred DressesDisplay. In preparation for Grandfriends
Day, the Middles worked feverishly to finish their 100 original
dress designs. The art pieces were framed and hung late Tuesday
afternoon. The book is a short and seemingly simple story, but one
with p rofound themes. You can see the studentg expressions of
what was important in the story by looking at the signs featured in
the display: courage, teasing, fashion, shyness, imagination,
friendship, uniqueness, and one blue dress. Ask me: What was th
story about? How was Wanda treated by the other girls? Why?
was unique about Wanda? What was the challenge that Maddie faced? What did | think was most important about
the story?

?2 & OOE w" Ovérlhe weekend | heard a discussion on the radio about a movement to eliminate the
penny. (It costs more to produce it than its face value.) One of the arguments against that action was
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raise money for charitable causes by collecting pennies. Concurrently, | see the need for Middles to get
more experience with money, percent, and counting by groups. Conclusion: We are holding our own
Good Cents project this week. Middles will be bringing in pennies this week wh ich we will count (and
recount) then donate to a local charity. We will be gathering information about possible recipients this
week, too. If you have a favorite group, please talk with your child about it. Ask me: How much money
would | have if | collect55 pennies? How many pennies do we need to make up $Ho@0many pennies do |

think the class will bring in?How much would that be in dollars?
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Invention Convention. REVISED DUE DATE FOR MODELS AND BOARDS! | am accustomed to
working with classes where at least three students are very late getting started on their assignments, and
in response to that | tend to set early due dates as a way to put on a little pressure and help them be
ready on time. Well, that was not needed with this group of fabulous ly self-directed learners. They are all
moving along very well. When | asked for the models and boards by Dec. 2, it was an unrealistic
timeline. | have told the stud ents that they may bring their displays in next Monday, December 7. That
will give me time to check them over and help students make any necessary changes. Thanks for all the
support you are giving your child on this important and fun project.

Family Art and Craft Night.  This Friday evening, Dec. 4, you and your children have an opportunity to
join artist Kevin Schluker for an art and craft night. The Parents Association has planned this event,
which includes dinner. Y ou will be able to make cards and decorations for the mid -winter holidays. It
will be a lot of fun for everyone. Please bring fami ly and friends.

OMSI Visit. Middles will make a trip to OMSI, the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry, Thursday,
December 17. This will be an allday trip to Portland, leaving school at 8:30 (students should arrive no
later than 8:15) and returning about 4:00. We will try to arrange for rides home at the end of the day.
More information will be coming.

Jackie

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes

It’s good to be back after Thanksgiving. Grandfriends
Day was thoroughly enjoyable. The Olders worked with their |
grandfriends to order a timeline of inventions. Stories emerged
along the way...about skipping school to watch the family’s
first color TV in the 1950’s and first computers in the
workplace, to name a few. Many of us have a limited
perspective of the world around us and it was interesting to
watch and listen as perspectives broadened for both students and
grandfriends alike. Many of us were surprised at how long
certain inventions had been around for, and appreciated the fact
that most inventions are the result of many great minds working together, over time. It was a special
bonding experience, along with the great lunch served by parents and the beautiful, unique musical
performance by all the grades.

When we returned from break we headed into high gear with a trip to the Evergreen Aviation and
Space Museumin McMinnville. Thanks, Karen, for helping to transport us! Our trip was a great way to
build on our learning about inventions. Students engaged in activities to create new inventions that solved
everyday problems (such as messy, hard-to-open toothpaste tubes). This was followed with a challenge to
communicate about their new ideas with the general public: in other words, advertising their product. It is
a perfect transition into our work on advertising our inventions for next Thursday’s Invention Convention
at 6:30 pm. To top it off, we had a great review of the history of the airplane’s development, and the many
modifications over time that have led to our current flight technology. We spent the last fifteen minutes
experimenting with flight simulators and simple machines.
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The next three weeks we’ll slip back into a relatively normal routine, with a few variations:
91 Continued work on the Invention Convention: we have a few
sessions left in class and the majority of work will be finished by
students at home. Our emphasis will be on quality and detail. -

9 Students will be finishing units of study in math (patterns and
relationships of numbers, creating and interpreting graphs, and
studying about the Pythagorean Theorem). They will work to
review these units of study through projects and written
assessments.

T We’ll engage in several activities to celebrate winter.
preparation for our Festival of Lights, and gift-giving.

9 Students will conduct several experiments to wrap up our
chemistry unit. We’ll also begin some investigations on
electricity in preparation for our one-month unit on renewable
energy and the building of a “City of Electricity” when we return
in January.

I’'m looking forward to a full, enjoyable holiday season!

Amy



