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 Volume XVII1, No. 12  December 9, 2009 
 

******** 
  December Thurs 10 Invention Convention 6:30pm 
    Fri 18 Winter Solstice/Festival of Lights (Half-Day) 
    Mon 21 Winter Break Begins (No School) 
  January  Mon 4 Staff Planning Day (No School) 
    Tue 5 Return from Winter Break 
    Fri 8 Friday Community School 

******** 
Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 

 
For many years, NVS parents, children and staff have given food baskets and gifts to families who need 

extra help during the holidays. It is a gracious tradition that reminds us all of how lucky we are to have 

each other and how abundant and fulfilling our lives as a community can be—how much we give to and 

receive from each other every day. This year will be no different, but we want to simplify the process a 

bit—we are asking NVS families and staff who would like to participate to purchase gift cards or 

certificates to accompany the food so that the recipients can purchase exactly what they want or need. 

That takes the guesswork out of the gifting, and gives us the option of supporting local businesses by 

buying gift certificates (remember that these families may have limited transportation or access to online 

sources, so large chain store cards may be hard to redeem). The food and gift cards will be distributed to 

one of more families after the last day of school, December 18. Bring your contributions to my office, 

where we will package them up for delivery. Thank you for considering providing great joy and relief to 

one or more families with children in 2009! 

 

We had a joyful holiday craft night last Friday—anyone who attended can attest that all you need for a 

great party is tin can lids, hot potatoes and great quantities of shaving cream. Thanks to the Parents 

Association for dinner and for planning this celebration, and to Kevin Schluker and Gale Ousele (our 

current and January artists in residence, respectively) for leading the engaging crafts. Thanks to all of you 

who came, too—we have had great turnouts for evening events this fall, which makes them that much 

more fun. 

 

Tomorrow evening at 6:30 p.m. your children will host the Invention Convention, where they will 

showcase the science project boards they have developed in the last several weeks. Please bring your 

family and friends to witness the creative thinking and elbow grease that have gone into these inventions, 

which are designed to solve everyday problems. You‟ll also enjoy evidence of several classwide 

inventions and even an invention by Kate Parker, who has actually applied for a patent for her bright idea. 

By the way, patent attorney parent Stuart Ford has been working with the upper grades on their inventions, 

explaining how patents work and offering to take one viable student invention through the patent process! 

 

Julie 
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ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

Your children are incredibly resilient when it comes to weather! There have been absolutely no obstacles in 
the process of getting bundled up as we head outside for our chilly recess times. And the glee, joy, 
exuberance (whatever you want to call it) while they head out the door reminds me of how fun it is to 
1) be a child or 2) work with children. I am grateful. 
 

The Adventurers‟ are becoming facile in their ability to resolve conflicts. Although their first reaction is still a 
loud “NO!” the other possibilities are quick to follow: “I‟m playing with that now; I‟ll tell you when I‟m done,” or 
“There are more over there, you can use them.” They‟re also quickly correcting themselves when they forget 
that excluding others from activities is not okay. I have heard “No, you can‟t play with us,” followed by a very 
quick “Okay,” without a look, word or reminder from myself or Katie. And we‟re also staying with those 
conversations that aren‟t going so smoothly and need a grown-ups‟ perspective to help muddle through. 
 

The pounding noise that reverberated through the school Monday morning was us getting started on our 
candle making. The BIG slab of wax needed to be chopped into pieces that could fit in a small pan, so using a 
chisel and hammer, we made that happen. We have also made the posters for our candle store and hung 
them throughout the school. One is posted at the top of the stairs and the other is on our front door. We made 
paper money to give to the other classes so they could buy our candles (we‟re charging $5.00 or $6.00 for the 
candles), and we made our first class candle on Monday. We now have to distribute the money and get orders 
from the classes for the what kind of candles they‟d like us to make for them.  
 

When we return to school from Winter Break, we‟ll be starting a „story-telling‟ time where each of the children 
will have the opportunity to tell/dictate a story, illustrate it, and then have it acted out sometime during the 
week. The acting may occur during meetings, outside (depending on weather) or during some other part of the 
day. In preparation for that, we as a group have been creating a story with each child, adding the next line 
after hearing what has happened previously in the story. Here‟s our story as of the end of Tuesday, 12/8: 
 

Once upon a time, the unicorns got lost. And then somebody wanted to find them, but they couldn‟t. The 
unicorns found a pretty rainbow when they were going on a walk. And then they found their way out of a big 
tree. One of the unicorns, Dust, hurt her leg, and another unicorn was trying to help her, but she didn‟t have 
anything to help her with. The unicorns found a box with lots of toys in it, and they gave the toys back to the 
babies.  
 

Gold was spread on all of the unicorns because a magician put it on them. The unicorns found a trail that led 
to a beach, and they walked on that trail to the beach. The unicorns found a tree with lots of colored balls on it, 
so they climbed up and started to throw the balls down. They found a stream at the beach and walked down it 
and found a lake with lots of hopping frogs. They walked back to the ocean and they walked all the way 
through the ocean „til they got to the other side, when they flew to their home. The babies tried to swim across 
too, but they couldn‟t swim, and started to drown, when Dust came and saved them by putting them in a boat. 
The babies‟ Mommy flew around until she found the boat, and a big storm came up and she lost the boat, and 
the boat with the babies went far, far away. 
 

All the babies flew back away. The unicorns found some flowers and picked them and gave them to their 
Mom. The Mommy unicorn flew and found the babies and then she learned that the babies could fly! One of 
the unicorns went walking outside when she was going to play outside and then she got lost. Another unicorn 
that was outside and being careful found the unicorn that had gotten lost. Dust got home and got some 
medicine and a band-aid for her leg and then it healed. The babies and their Mom played a game of “I Spy 
With My Little Eye” outside. The unicorns were playing a board game outside with the toy bears when one of 
them stepped outside the gate and almost into the street. 
 

You can see why they‟re call the ADVENTURERS! 
 
ASK ME: 

 To tell you which of those lines are mine. 
 To tell you about making treats for the outside animals. 
 To tell you about the tree with TWO holes that we’re studying, so we can make the tree in our room look   

more like a tree! 
 To tell you about the song we’re singing with the Explorers.  
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
Winter has arrived and has brought with it many things to think and wonder about. 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ άŎǊȅǎǘŀƭǎέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the creek and in the sand, and also discovering lovely tear-drop shaped ice frozen 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ 
slowly turn back to their liquid form. The children have discussed where these 
ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ άŦƭƻŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΦέ aŀƴȅ interesting 
ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜΦ 

½ŀŎΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ DǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
collection of pine cones to our class. Among them was 
a huge pinecone (about the size of my forearm) which 
has been in our windowsill for a month or so now. The 

other day we were looking at it, and one of the children had the idea of measuring 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ the 
children with the pinecone. We discovered that the class (six children) is 15 
pinecones long, which was very close to our prediction of 18. The pinecone has 
somehow found its way into each of our days ςthanks to Grace for thinking of us. 

Last week the Adventurers came and visited us, and during this visit they taught us a 
ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ [ƛǘǘƭŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ aƛƴŜ,έ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ 
Festival of Lights next Friday. We also joined them Monday for Gardens and 
Grounds, which was as fun as it was cold! Thank goodness Katie had many 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭƭΗ LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
children share this time each week together. 

Tomorrow is our Annual Invention Convention. This is an important and fun event for our school, and an 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ L would love to 
have each one of them! If you can come Thursday, I encourage it. 

!ǎƪ aŜΩǎΧ 
ΧǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΚ 
ΧƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƛƴŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƳ LΚ 
Χǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ This Little Light of Mine in our new way for 
you 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ [ƛƴŘŀ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΚ 
ΧǿƘƻǎŜ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀy is it Friday? 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΚ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ōŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǘƛŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΚ 
...what did we do during Gather'Round today? 
ΧǿƘƻΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ !Ǌǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΚ 
Χǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ 
 

I hope you all stay cozy this week. 
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

    These cold mornings the Youngers group at the fireplace before school seems especially cozy and familiar with 
each other. Among this group's many "firsts" has been its now firmly established tradition of hugging the hearth in 
this way. Maybe it's the size of the group (they do fit on the stones in front of the firescreen) or the personalities 
involved, but this class feels more like a family than any I can remember. Maybe it's because they have a male 
teacher in the mornings and a female teacher in the afternoons. Whatever it is, they have come together over the 
past few months and deeply enjoy their school time together. Another indication is that I can't remember a better 
class for attendance. 
    We're celebrating Simon's seventh birthday this week.  
    I look forward to tomorrow night's Invention Convention. Thanks to parents and others at home who have helped 
and encouraged as students worked on their "optional" invention projects. Everybody took up the challenge 
and seems to have made good progress toward having something interesting to show tomorrow. Display boards 
and models are due in the morning.  
  
Conversation Starters . . . 
What words did we think of that have the oy combination? 
What words did we think of that have oi in them? 
Who was back on Tuesday to lead a make-up drama class? 
What did we do at Gather'round today? 
Where has lots of ice been forming on the playground? 
Where is the gravel bucket now? 
What's happening in The Hoboken Chicken Emergency? 
What's your guess for who might play St. Nicholas at next week's Festival of Lights? 
  
    The Festival of Lights next Friday morning will feature presentations by all the classes. Ours will be a skit about 
St. Nicholas Day, celebrated in parts of Europe especially on December 6. If you'd like to help with costuming and 
props, Kate and I would welcome the hand. Thanks for all the ways you've supported us and your children since 
September. 
    Have a good week. I hope to see you Thursday night! 
  

John  

  
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 

The Youngers have been working on their Dolch words, taking them home and studying them, and doing 
the same in class as well. They‟ve all given a „thumbs up‟ to the various ways they‟re learning about 
reading, either in getting the basics down, or figuring out some of the tricky things, including consonant 
blends, conjugating verbs (without actually knowing it) and spelling. 
 
We‟ve also been busy rehearsing for the presentation we‟re doing for Festival of Lights. No doubt you 
(parents) have already heard and helped them get to know their part better, but come prepared to be 
astounded with the message from all of them. They‟re so excited about how that‟s coming along; it‟s 
been great to be involved with them, and have their enthusiastic energy carry us through the afternoons. 
 
We had a great discussion on Tuesdays, looking forward to next year (2010, not next fall) and wondering 
what in our afternoons could be different to make it better. I‟ve showed them a journal sheet that we‟ll be 
using, which most of them liked; we‟re also looking at switching math to first, followed by focused reading, 
and maybe stealing the idea of an end-of-day-party and having one on one of the days that I‟m here.  
ASK ME 

 how well Kate is remembering snack 
 to show you the Dolch words (sight words) that I‟ll be checking out new this week. 
 what I think of the candle speech we‟re doing, and especially my part! 
 
Kate 
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MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 
 

Invention Convention. The big unveiling is tomorrowðThursday, at 6:30 p.m. I was very impressed with 

the students‟ enthusiasm, creativity, and self-directed work as they prepared their projects. They all completed their 

work in a timely way, and they are excited to share the results with the other classes and parents tomorrow night. 

Students will stand near their displays for the first 15 or 20 minutes of the evening so you will have a chance to ask 

questions of them. Ask me: What did I like best about my invention project? Am I ready for the convention? What 

questions do I think people will ask me? 

 
Drama presentations next Wednesday at Gather óRound. Over the last month or so, Sue Parks-Hilden has 

been working with the students on scripted skits during drama class. Having memorized their lines and worked on 

staging, they are almost ready for prime time. If you can join us for Gather„round next week, you will be able see 

three of their skits. Ask me: What is my skit about? Who are my acting partners? What was the most difficult part of 

getting the skit ready? What would I like to do next in drama?  

 

 
Festival of Lights. Emma wrote, “For the Festival of Lights we are picking a 

place in the world, and we picked India. We are doing most of the things that 

the people do to celebrate the Festival of Lights.” Wyatt added, “We made 

lamps for Diwali. They are made of clay. We carved in designs. It was fun.” 

“Everybody made something different. We will paint them,” wrote Mira. 

Diwali, originally a Hindu winter festival, is now observed by people 

throughout India. It celebrates the victory of light over dark, good over evil, and 

knowledge over ignorance. Middles will present their skit and Diwali gifts at 

the Festival of Lights gathering on Friday, December 18. Please join us. 

 
ñGood Centsò Cole Strober wrote, “This week we did a Good Cent‟s Project. 

We counted and weighed pennies. We have a lot of pennies and we‟re still 

counting. We like working with pennies.” Jared added, “We are counting the 

pennies in my money counter bank.” The project netted a donation of 984 

pennies in the first two days. It also generated a lot of good math thinking. We 

converted pennies to dollars and cents and figured out how many pennies we 

would have if we raised $1000. Pennies are still coming in, so we will have 

more than $10 to donate to a local charity. Ask 

me: What was the final amount after we added 

in Wyattôs pennies? How many pennies would 

we need to make up $1000.00? What charity did we decide to give our money 

to?How did we decide? 

 

OMSI VisitðRepeat notice. Mira wrote, “Next week we are going to OMSI, 

which is in Portland. We‟re going to the Science of Fear exhibit.” Students will also 

participate in a physics lab on electricity and magnetism and visit the Turbine Hall 

to explore physics and engineering science hands-on exhibits. Middles will make 

the all-day trip Thursday, December 17, leaving school at 8:30 (students should 

arrive no later than 8:15) and returning about 4:00. Linda Link and David 

Bergerson will be driving. Students need to bring a substantial sack lunch with a 

couple of snacks. We will arrange for students to be brought home by the drivers 

when we return.  

 

Poetry Slam. Middles decided today that our chief poets, Lael Case and Sam 

Long, should conduct a poetry competition (a very friendly one which is also 

opened to other Middles). Here are the poems written today that inspired this idea. 

Jackie  

 

 

 

Dew Drops Fall 

By Lael Case 

 

Dew drops fall  

As the December winds blow by. 

Warm, sweet songs 

Come from every door and window. 

Icicles hang above ice cold water. 

I was Walking 

By Sam Long 

 

I was walking 

When I saw a deer 

And it was grazing in the meadow. 

 

I was walking 

When I felt a soft breeze  

against my cheek. 

 

I was walking  

When I heard the trees whispering 

Move on, move on, move on. 
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OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
Our notes this week will be short and sweet. We‟ve been busily completing the final stages of preparation 

for the Invention Convention this Thursday, December 10
th

, at 6:30pm. Come join us for the night and 

invite family and friends! 

 

Despite the cold weather, we‟ve also had plenty of outdoor time. The Olders taught me a new tag game 

involving humans and zombies, and we spent our PE period on Monday running at full speed back and 

forth across the playground: it was a truly athletic game, and I thoroughly enjoyed myself! We had some 

great discussions about risk-taking and strategies for full group participation. This group of students 

possesses immense creativity, leadership, and joy in their learning.  

 

Here are a few things to look forward to before Christmas: 

 Wednesday, December 16
th

, the NVS choir will be singing at Lakeview Senior Living Center at 

10am. The Olders will also be presenting their memoirs to the residents at Lakeview. Parents and 

family are welcome to attend. We will need several drivers for the occasion; please let me know if 

youôre available! 

 Wednesday, December 9
th

 and 16
th

 Olders students will be presenting dramatic monologues that 

they‟ve cultivated under the guidance of our drama teacher, Sue. Join us at 11am during 

Gather‟round to hear them! 

 Friday, December 18
th

 is our annual Festival of Lights. It is also a half-day of school. The Olders 

will be presenting on winter festivities in the country of Georgia (more on this later). We hope to 

see you there! 

 

 

Stay warm and toasty this week! 

 

 Amy 
 
 

 

 

LIBRARY News 

 
Thank you to these people for the wonderful book donations they have made to our library: 

Morgan Bishop, Barbara Haga, Helen Krueger, Cole Strober, Jackie Farah 

 

Linda 


