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Friday Community School (Feb 19" — March 19")
February Mon 22 Staff Development Day —No School
March Sun 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Fri 19 Spring Equinox / Labyrinth Walk
Mon 22 NO SCHOOL -Spring Break Begins
Mon 29 NO SCHOOL -Staff Planning Day

Tue 30 Return from Break
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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes
Thank you, parent Brook Schmitz and fellow nursing students Luke and Ami, for your informative and
entertaining Gather’Round on nutrition last week. It certainly had me reading labels at the grocery store,
partly to compensate for the extra-sweet Valentine’s Day parties and treats that followed later in the week!
Thank you, Sharon, Shannon, Tara and KJ for your thoughtful and generous cookie baking and frosting.
But did you have to leave all the extras in my office?

The sweetness kept rolling right into the evening, as the Middles pulled off a spectacular Biography Ball.
A full house enjoyed their uncanny resemblance to the renaissance figures they impersonated, and their
speeches were loud, long and clear. If you weren’t able to make it, take a look at their beautifully drawn
portraits and reports in the Artspace. Congratulations on your excellent work, Middles! Thanks also go to
Jackie for her supportive role as teacher and mentor, Sue for her coaching and work on the set, and all the
parents who hunted for props, listened to speech practice, provided moral support and created a snack
banquet for the Ball.

We’ll be starting Session II of Friday Community School this Friday. Invite your friends to bring their
children to sample NVS—we love seeing new faces at the school. Sherry Patterson will be bringing
painting to the Artspace for this session; the lessons on color the students have absorbed lately will be put
to good use.

You’ll see the announcement of the Vacation Raffle in this issue of the Voice. Please get straight to work
selling tickets—Roger Robertson, local travel agent and radio personality, will be talking up the raffle on
the air, which will help our cause. NVS and the independent education your child enjoys depends on all of
us pulling together.

Have a great week!

Julie



PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes

Next PA Meeting is Friday, February™ @t 8:40am.

ADVENTURERSOCLASS Notes

Happy Valentine's Day, Presidents' Day, Fat Tuesday and Lent to everyone! | never realized that one
week in February had so many celebrations, and that's not including the THREE 1/2 birthdays we've
celebrated since last Tuesday: Bear, Seraina and Ellisen!

What an amazing Valentine's Day we had at school. Mid-morning, everyone got their specially decorated
bags and sat at meeting with them. Two at a time, they distributed their Valentines, one for each bag (or
three, as in the case of Seraina's chocolates from Switzerland!), and did their own version of mail
distribution. The bags were put in cubbies to be taken home, and we moved on to celebrating Seraina's 4
and 1/2 birthday. What a fun, busy day.

An exploration with melted crayons has everyone pretty excited about the new art work that's hanging in
our forest. And this week, we're exploring with clay, thanks to Sherry's presence and expertise. She
substituted for Katie on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Great discussion happened in class this morning, around the aspect of friendship. Better timing could not
be had, what with February holding the celebration of love and friendship in its days. We have new
friendships being constructed in our classroom. Some of them are reconstructions of old friendships,
changing and growing as the people involved change and grow. Some are new friendships because of
new people, and some are friendships born out of the ability to appreciate and celebrate the differences
that others present to us, whether we agree, disagree, like or dislike those differences.

Part of this conversation stems from the number of comments | heard directed at one child in one day,
and when we sat and talked about it, everyone seemed pretty surprised to hear all that had been said in
one morning. It also gave me the opportunity to talk about the evolving friendships that are forming in our
room. As they learn and grow, they'll discard old ways of being (and doing); we all do that, even us old
folks! It becomes problematic when others continue to relate to you as the way you used to be. So this
conversation gave me the opportunity to talk with them about the newness that | see happening in them
and they had the opportunity to explore what it would be like to always be seen as one way or another,
as well as what it would be like to be on the receiving end of negative comments. They continue to think
about what that would feel like, and how it impacts others when they're hesitant to accept
changes/growth in others.

ASK ME

g about our newly named puppets

§ what | made out of clay with Sherry
g about the melted crayon art | did

g about my new buddy!

Kate




EXPLORERS CLASS Notes
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frosted heart cookies at the end of the day, courtesy of our fabulousParent Association. Thanks to everyone who

helped make it a special day.
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the children are invited to bring a collectioof 100 things to class that dagthe only stipulation is that the entire
collection be able to fit into a shoeb&®ome ideas include: buttons, shells, driftwood, paperclips, stickers, rocks,
etc. We will use these items for different activities during the morning, and the collections will go home after

school that day. Thanks for participating.
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This Friday is Bookobile Day You can return Bookmobile books in our classroom in the brown tub. Thanks!
I hope you all have a lovely week.
Jenny




YOUNGERS CLASS Notes

I hope everybody had a good long Valentine's and Presidents’ Day weekend. I've just looked through the
valentines that | received from the class last Friday. What a sweet collection. Thank you for helping with the
logistics of cards, colored pens and pencils, stickers, construction paper, glitter, tracings, costume jewels and
lots of glue!

Biography Ball on Friday night was a lot of fun. The Youngers and their families turned out in numbers to
watch the Middles perform. Our biography posters, hanging in the Center, were much read and admired.
Kayden, who was absent, is working on hers, which will soon be on display with the rest. After photos for
yearbooks, the posters will go home this Friday.

Last week's visit to the Arctic museum gave students an introduction
to the region, its people and its wildlife. The stuffed polar bears and
wolves were among the displays that students remembered most vividly
after the trip. They also mentioned the "Eskimo yo-yos" and the gift
shop. We will be studying Inuit and Athabascan cultures for the next
several weeks, hoping to return to the museum to share our discoveries
and projects with the staff there. Thanks to the adults who went with us
on this first journey: Briana, Theresa, Molo, Shogun, Lizzie and Andrew.
It was a good day.

Today was New Buddies Day. Everybody received a new buddy or ¥
buddies for the second semester. Buddies often read together, write encouraging notes eat Iunch together
at least once a week, make a point of saying "Hello," and generally pay attention to one another. Please check
in with your child from time to time about how the buddy relationship is going. Thanks.

Conversation starters . . .

Who is your new buddy?

What have you found out about your buddy?

What did you and your buddy do today?

What's one of the new games at recess?

How is it played?

What are writing buddies in the Youngers classroom?
How has a writing buddy helped you recently?

How old did the museum people think we were?

Homework reappears this week after a short recess. I'll be checking in with parents about how the
homework is going. Please let me know if anything needs more explaining, after asking "How do you do this in
school?" | try to make the homework reflect some of the emphases of current classroom work.

Have a good week. Please note the pruning party this weekend, in the "Community News" section. I'd love
to see you there.

John
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS
Focused readingisgoingwel. Now | 6 m wo r k-umstpriesfar eavlaofitbe Youngers, with the names
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ASK ME:

about the game wedre playing in afternoon math

§

§ what O6parallelé means

§ how | remember what a six-sided shape is

g to tell you the differences between a square and a trapezoid
§ whatin the heck is a trapezoid!

§ to find things that are parallel at home with you

g totell you if my spaceship made it back safelyt o eart h, or i f 1 6d&m still out t|
Kate



MiIDDLESOCLASS Notes

i The b e s Morethaneome hudience member voiced this opinion. It was expressed by many who have seen
several Biography Balls over the last five or more years. | was so proud of these students—for the work they put
into this study as well as for their stage presence Friday night. You were probably busting with pride as well.
Congratulations to all of you for accomplishing so much with this project. Special thanks to Sue Parks-Hilden, Julie
Fiedler, Linda Link, Katie Miesle, and Karen Strober for the tasks each of them took on and handled so well.
Thanks to the parents who brought food and helped clean up. You are the best ever. Ask me: What did | like best
about this project? What story can I tell you about my character? Who are the renaissance people shown below?
What does it mean when | say someone is a renaissance person?

AOne thin di me. Ofmfhéisouerallying chantffor naath thiswedk @ we work to develop our
facility with decimals—tenths and hundredths. We are working with dimes as a tenth and pennies as a hundredth.
Students are practicing reading decimals based on their ability to read dollars and cents. The decimal means “and”
in both cases. Another aspect of working with money and decimals is making change. You can help by having your
child help with the shopping, making purchases involving change, and counting back change. Ask me: What part of
a dollar is a penny? What part of a dollar is a dime? What is the connection between how we write money and
decimals?

Getting into the Renaissance. Now that the Bio Ball is over, we will turn our attention to the European

Renaissance (1450-1700 CE), with Italy as our starting point. Our field trip to the Driftwood Public Library gave us

a chance to find beautiful books at the same time that we explored the newly remodeled children’s section. Thanks

to Linda Link for helping with transportation and Teena Nelson, the Children’s Librain, for showing us around and

finding resources for us. Ask me: What was most interesting about the visit to the library? What does the new

Chil drenés Section |l ook I|ike? What did | check out?

Pennies make it to the bak. The pennies we collected and counted (several times) in December were counted
again at the bank today. Look for a report next week on the amount and how we will be using it.

Jackie




OLDERSOCLASS Notes

Here are a few brief glimpses into our week:

1 Research Journals: This week we’ll begin creating hand-bound
research journals for our unit on the British Empire. In these journals
we’ll include artwork and entries written from the perspective of
figures alive during the Empire. These will be high quality pieces of
work that will be created over the course of the unit and on display
during our final project in May. Our first assignment on India will be
due next week.

1 Nature Studies:It’s been a while since we visited our secret spots by
the creek. This afternoon we were back, and noticed various changes.
Water levels were lower (Jade noticed a little island by his spot had
emerged from the rapids) and a winter storm had taken out the small,

Dinner Table Discussions

il

What personality have
you chosen to journal
about in your Research
Journal this week?

What new games can
you create to practice
your multiplication
tables this week?

easternmost bridge. Next week we hope to head down and record the sounds of nature in our spots.
If you have a tape recorder you’d be willing to send with your child for this purpose next Tuesday,

let me know. We’d treat it with care!

1 Mad Libs: Students are working to create their own versions of Mad Libs as a way to practice
recognizing different types of words (nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, etc) and their uses. Topics
include “Queen Elizabeth 1,” “How to Find Your Way Out of the Woods,” and more. Make sure to

let your son or daughter test theirs out on you!

Enjoy the week!

Amy

COMMUNITY NEWS

APPLE TREE PRUNING PARTY

On Saturday, Feb. 20, join other NVS parents and staff for the annual apple-tree pruning party. Beginning at 9:30
a.m., we'll be tending the school's orchard. We'll quit around noon. No experience necessary. If you have them,
bring pruning tools: shears, loppers, pruning saws, step-ladders, a tarp for dragging limbs. The school has a full-
size ladder we can use. Julie would like us to tidy up the cornucopia area, too. Lunch will be provided. Kids

welcome. See John for reservations or further details.




