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 Volume XVII1, No. 21  February 24, 2010 
 

******** 
          Friday Community School (Feb 19th ² March 19th) 
  March  Sun 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
    Fri 19 Spring Equinox / Labyrinth Walk 
    Mon 22 NO SCHOOL ²Spring Break Begins 
    Mon 29 NO SCHOOL ²Staff Planning Day 
    Tue 30 Return from Break 

******** 
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

Last Saturday, that gloriously sunny one, remember?, a small band of outdoor enthusiasts pruned the apple 

trees, hauled away the trimmings, and set fire to the remains of the cornucopia. Was it ever fun! Thanks to 

Ran, John, the Longs (Sherry, Robin, Sam and Erika), and the Koninks (Andrew, KJ, EC and Kees) for 

the hard work, great spirit and interesting conversation at lunch. We did a lot and the orchard looks swell. 

 

Friday Community School got off to a fine start last week, and Iôm certainly looking forward to learning 

more about Oregon with my mapping class this week. We had 100% of our visiting students from the first 

session join us for the second, and I know the students here are glad to see them again.  After this session 

we will be taking a hiatus while the Olders work on the play for the month of April. In May, weôll get 

another five weeks of unusual electives. 

 

Speaking of the play, Olders are reading through the script of Treasure Island and preparing to audition 

for parts. The whole school will join in to create the set under the guidance of a Portland set designer, Tim 

Stapleton, who will be our visiting artist starting March 16. Tim is a good friend of Sueôs, and we are 

thrilled that he is coming to work with our students. Want to know more about him? Check out his website 

at www.twstapleton.com. 

 

We had another professional visit the school today, an expressionist landscape painter, Randall Tipton, 

who is a resident at Sitka. Randall appreciated the thoughtful questions and comments the children had for 

him at GatherôRound. He will be an inspiration as they engage with artist Sherry Patterson to do more 

painting this Fridayðhis paintings were vivid reminders of the color in our beautiful landscape, and in the 

imaginative eye of an artist.  

 

Julie 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes  
 

 
 

 

 

Please join us tonight at 6:30pm! 
 

 

http://www.twstapleton.com/
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 
 
Alas! Alack! It is no more. 

The forest has (mostly) gone out the door. 

The box; forsooth! It follows as well. 

All this came about with just one fell 

Too many. 

 

In English, that means that the forest is gone, the big box/tree is gone, and weôre getting used to what the 

new arrangement means in the room. No doubt the sense of loss will be over with shortly, and the newness 

will lead to new and exciting explorations, especially in pretend play.  

 

Along with the continued explorations with buildings, weôre experimenting with bringing a living creek 

into our classroom. Last week when it was sunny (remember that?!), I took a couple of clear plastic cups 

with us during outside time, and into each of them I scooped up a bit of creek water. I put them on the 

picnic table and kept an eye on them (and the kids!) as the silt settled. And then those little things in the 

water started squirming around, the kids came over to see, guess and wonder, and the idea of an inside 

creek was born. 

 

Weôve borrowed a tank from Jenny, gathered a couple of big rocks, filled up a couple of buckets with 

water and other creek materials and mixed them all together to see whatôs there. Weôll be exploring the 

various creeks that run around the school, including the banks, trees, bushes and other water plants, 

animals, waterfalls, ripples, etc. We will probably end up wet, but weôll definitely be happy throughout the 

process!  

 

ASK ME 

§ about building a fort 

§ about our new reading area 

§ what I saw in our new creek 
 

Kate 
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EXPLORERS CLASS  Notes  

 
[ŀǎǘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ǘƻǊȅ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ wƻǎƛŜΩǎ 
quarters, and found her digging, head first, in the plant (Ella commented that it 
reminded her of how she digs in the sand at the beach). Then, on Monday I found 
her plant dug-up once again, but this time I discovered 
ǎŜǾŜƴ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ōǳǊƛŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎΣ 
especially given the fascination the class has with eggs and 
ƴŜǎǘǎΦ LΩǾŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ όƭƛƪŜ chickens), which was a 

disappointment as they were really hoping to see some baby Rosies running around!  We 
carefully examined the eggs under the microscope which was very interesting. Be sure to 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΗ ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ wƻǎƛŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ 
attention (and worms) this week after all that hard work. 
 

On Tuesday we celebrated the 100th day of school, one of my favorite traditions. 
The class shared their 100 collections, and we did many fun activities involving 
10лΦ L ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άŀ-Ƙŀέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ 
regarding counting, numbers, and grouping items together. Today the class will 
be sharing their collections with the rest of the school as the older classes are 
celebrating the occasion today. Speaking of 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΧLΩƳ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƳŀǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ LǘΩǎ 
important to help your child build their skills in 

authentic waysτŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΣ ǘƻƻΗ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘƘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
students starting this Friday. 
 

We will continue to read about other cultures this week, talk more about the world 
map and the continents, and Sabine may even drop by our class again this Friday to 
share some songs from Switzerland.  Last week we discussed how school children 
prepare for school in Switzerland and Germany. Be sure to ask your child about the 
Ŧǳƴ άǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ όŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
to adopt!). 
 

Tomorrow (Thursday) Tara W., with help from Zac, will be introducing knitting to the class.  Everyone will need a 
needle size US 8 or 9 (wooden needles are recommended, and there is an affordable line available at JoAnns), and 
ȅŀǊƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭe to get needles by tomorrow just let me know, ŀǎ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
and can be reimbursed later. A great big thank-you to Tara and Zac for this wonderful opportunity! 
 

!ǎƪ aŜΩǎΧ 
Χǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ млл ōȅ млΩǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ  
ΧƘƻǿ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ мллth day of school 
ΧǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ ōǳŘŘȅ  
Χŀōƻǳǘ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ½ŀŎ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ t9 ǿƛǘƘ YŀǊŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
ΧǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǾƻǿŜƭǎΚ  
ΧƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƎƎǎ ŘƛŘ wƻǎƛŜ ƭŀȅΚ 
Χǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful week. 
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS  CLASS  Notes  

 
Youngers students have been eagerly awaiting our celebration of School Day 100 (actually 101) 

today. I've been curious to see their collections of 100 similar objects, too. Hitting this milestone 

always prompts anticipation of summer vacations. I tell them, "We're more than halfway there!"  

    This time of year holds great rewards for a teacher. Frequently now the classroom is  the 

scene of young minds fully engaged, students talking with each other about their work, 

speculating and asking questions of each other. I can sometimes step out onto the 

balcony overlooking the center and hear a hum coming from the open door behind me. It's 

been a long road to get  here and the spell is easily broken, but  it reminds me of all we've 

accomplished. And without parents  supporting  us, we wouldn't be nearly so far along. Thank 

you. 

    The homework this week begins to focus on arctic research topics. I'm asking students to f ind 

out a few new things about the Arctic region, to sketch their interests, and then write 

about  those subjects "in your own way." This is the basis of all research: find out, integrate, and 

explain in your own voice.  When the homework comes  back next  Wednesday, we'll take what 

they've discovered and begin shaping it into presentations. The first presentation by the 

students  will be at Gather'round on March 10. A second presentation  will be at the Jensen 

Arctic Museum on Thursday, March 18. The museum staf f is excited at the prospect of having 

Youngers students come back to the museum to share research projects. Put it on your calendar, 

too. 

    Our math studies in the past week have included "Math Around Me" investigations. Students 

have been examining the  classroom and the center for patterns in objects that can 

be represented  by equations ("math sentences"). They like this game. The homework this week 

includes opportunities to play it at home.  

  

Conversation starters . . .  

Who came to Gather'round today?  

Have you sent your new buddy a note this week?  

Has your new buddy written to you?  

What math sentences did we see in objects in the school's center? 

What's in the trunk from the Arctic museum?  

What are some traditional ways of Arctic families?  

What animals seem especially important to Arctic people?  

What's in your journal this week?  

What are you looking forward to at this week's Friday School?  

Whose half-birthday will it be on Friday?  

  

    We have been reunited with three students who joined us for the firs t round  of Friday 

Community School classes: Connor Bailey, Eli de Mello and Hayden Spenser. It's a boost to our 

class family to have new students with  us. We look forward to seeing them again this  Friday.  

    Have a good week. 

  

John  
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AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 
 

Pattern blocks meets hundreds, tens and ones! Knowing that numbers are just symbols that represent 
something else is hard to grasp, but it gets easier when you substitute actual materials for those numbers. We 
experimented with squares, rectangles and triangles as representations for hundreds, tens and ones, and 
×ÅȭÒÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎ ÂÌÏÃËÓȢ  
 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÄÏÎÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ Ȱ.ÉÍȭÓ )ÓÌÁÎÄȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÐÓȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ 
rough drafts, revisiting work to add things, and talking about various perspectives which can be used when 
ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÆÉØÅÄ ÉÔÅÍÓȢ !ÎÄ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÒ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÒÏÏÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÓ 
vibrantly filled with geometric shapes. Look around you at all that is square, rectangular, parallel, angular... 
These shapes are coming out in the drawings, and they are getting a clearer idea about the relationships 
between shapes, sizes and distance. 
 

ASK ME 

§ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÐÓ )ȭÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ 
§ what has happened to Nim 
§ to test you on hundreds, tens and ones! 
 

Kate 

 

M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  
 
 

Hiefer Project for Haiti   By the bank machineôs count, we collected $29.28 during our 

Pennies for Haiti collection. Students calculated that I needed to add $.72 to give us a 

nice round $30. Today we explored the options that were available through Hiefer 

International. http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.204586/) There were so 

many good ways to use the money, but the children were interested in four different 

possibilities: goats, chicks, geese and trees. Each of these 

makes a big difference to a familyðeach in a different 

way. The students decided they wanted to get input from 

other people in the school, so they made posters telling 

about the options and asking people to indicate their 

choices.  And the winner iséé Ask me: What donation 

did I first want to support? Did I change my mind? What 

influenced my decision? What poster did I work on? Why did I choose that one? 

What was the final decision? How did we make our donation? 

 

Hundredth Day Celebration Youngers and Middles visited each otherôs 100
th
 Day 

collections. Each display showed something about the collector as well as a 

mathematical riddle.  The collections also fit with our work on decimalsðtenths and 

hundredths. Ask me: What kinds of math problems did I see with the collections? 

What did I like about my collection? What did I see in another collection that was 

interesting? How did the collections fit into the discussion about decimals?  

 

Thinking about time  As part of our study of the Renaissance period, we will be building a timelineða very long 

one. Part of the homework this week asks the students to collect some dates that we can add to the timeline. We will 

be going back about a thousand year. What do you remember from your history studies that we can put on our 

timeline? Ask me: What is on the timeline so far? What surprised me about the timeline?  

 

Call me Please remember that you can call me any time before 9:00PM if you have questions about homework, 

class work, or anything else about your childôs time at school. 503-970-3078. 

Jackie  

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.204586/
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OLDERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Weôre entering a busy and productive period in our studies. Here are some major elements of our week: 

 

¶ Mentor Projects: Take a good look at the Mentor Project board in the main hallway. In the coming 

weeks youôll be able to view work students have done in their mentor project journals. Iôll also 

post updates about coming assignments. Weôre almost half-way through the project and this means 

that students will be creating a proposal for their mentor project presentation (to take place April 

1
st
 at 6pm) this week. Please join them in discussing this exciting event; while a strong component 

of this project is self-motivated learning, this does not mean that gaining new knowledge occurs in 

isolation. It helps your child so much to know that you care about and value their activities!  

 

¶ Math Games: Students are experimenting with a variety of different math games to aid in 

practicing foundational math skills like multiplication and division. They show a high level of 

engagement using activities such as card games to test their abilities. They have homework to play 

a game with you this week. Have fun!  

 

 

¶ Social Studies: Weôre binding our Research Journals this week. Students are fully involved in the 

process, using tools such as a Japanese hole-punch, bone folder and waxed thread to fit their books 

together. Following binding weôll have lessons on the illustration techniques (watercolors, 

watercolor pencils and more). These journals will truly be works of art. What a wonderful 

opportunity as well to hone our skills as historians: this weekôs lesson will highlight discerning 

valid sources from both books and internet and citing these in our work.  

 

Here are a few upcoming events for you to be aware of: 

 

¶ Middles and Olders Swimming: March 8
th

-11
th

 and March 15
th

 ï 18
th

 the Olders and Middles will 

head to the Community Center in Lincoln City for swimming lessons. Weôll leave school at 9:15 

and return by lunch. If you are able to assist with rides and snacks for students on any one of these 

days, let me know!  

 

¶ Spring Play: By now youôve heard the announcement about the upcoming performances of 

Treasure Island (April 30
th

 and May 1
st
). Students will be reading for parts next week; spend some 

time practicing with them at home. Our practice schedule for the play is different from past years: 

instead of a two-week hiatus from normal classes Sue will be working for several hours each day 

with the Olders throughout April. Weôll conduct normal classes the rest of the day. Itôs very 

important for students to attend each practice session as it gives them the opportunity to bond with 

peers and gain the full benefit of Sueôs teaching. Please avoid vacations during this month and plan 

for lots of good rest and a regular schedule to help your child through this busy and amazing 

learning experience!  

 

Amy 
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L IBRARY NEWS  

 
Thank you, Isaak and Alex Welch for the two bags of books that you donated to the library. Theyôre great! 

Thank you, E.C. for the book you donated in honor of your birthday. Itôs a nice addition to the library. 

Thank you, Barbara Haga for the books you bring us from Powellôs, they are much appreciated. 

Thank you, Joanne Vinjamuri for the funny, wonderful book about songs you gave us. 

Thank you, Xavie and Roberta for the great books and DVD you donated to the library. 

Thank you, Jackie for the very nice books on Da Vinci to add to our collection. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

 
 

Sasha and Bella are looking for a new home. They are Siamese sisters, almost 3 yrs old, have all shots, are spayed 

& declawed. Both are indoor cats and rarely go outside. Must go to the same home, will not separate. They do not 

like dogs, which is why we are finding them a new home. 

 

Contact Kaileen at school for more information. 


