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January Friday Community School (Jan 8" — Feb 5")
Wed 20 Mary Hope Reading Day
Sat 30 Staff Retreat

February Wed 3 Conferences All Day —No School
Thurs 4 No Conferences —Full Day of School
Fri 12 Biography Ball
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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes

Friday Community School brought added excitement to school last week. It was a pleasure to see our
students playing excellent hosts to visiting students and enjoying their new classes. | loved teaching a
class on tall tales and ended the day in Jackie’s classroom, where her students described many interesting
things they had learned and even demonstrated one of the games they had mastered in Amy’s Adventure
Games class. | was also happy to eat a delicious Cooking with Math scone that landed on my desk. Thank
you to all the teachers who have taken the extra time and effort to dream up and prepare imaginative
electives that also align with state educational standards. And thanks to the parents who have elected to
help out in the classrooms—because so many of these classes are project-based and very hands-on, extra
assistance keeps things running smoothly. Things DID go smoothly, thanks to clever preliminary
scheduling by librarian/parent/organizational expert Linda Link.

Tomorrow evening parent KJ Konink will lead parents in a tamale-making workshop that will literally
feed into the White Elephant Bingo potluck and party next week. I’ll be there as a newly-minted NVS
parent, rolling tamales with the best of you. Knowing what I do about KJ’s cooking skills, these tamales
are likely to rival the best you’ve tasted.

Please note that school will be in session on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday. Students will have a
special Monday Morning Music in honor of the civil rights leader, and our Gather’Round next Wednesday
will also feature special MLK activities. The 20" is also Mary Hope Reading Day, when students will
hunker down for a day of reading. | hope to join them.

Julie



ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes

The return to school has gone smoothly, bringing lots of fresh and boisterous energy into the classroom,
and new activities are popping up on a regular basis. We made two different colors of playdo last week,
and on Friday decided that our Monday cooking would include chocolate chip cookies! And yummy they
were! Everyone contributed to the mixing pot, and we lingered over lunch while munching on them. The
new scarves have turned out to be a ‘must-have’ for pretend play and seeing the jewel-toned colors
floating around the classroom is quite a sight.

| found some long tubes that were on their way to be recycled, and placed them in the room as a
provocation for ideas, experiments, conflict resolutions, classroom safety, etc. And it worked! Yesterday
morning included an ongoing series of conversations about safety, working together, and incorporating
other classroom materials to further ideas. The long tube is especially fun if you put the wooden elves
into it, then shake them out, as Freya demonstrated. Evan worked for quite awhile on hooking up a tube
to a chair and running trains through it, as was agreeable to the placement of a pillow at the end so as to
save the trains from excessive damage. Bear used one of the tubes as a hobby horse, and almost
everyone tried them out as a talking/listening tube. We ALL discovered that the sound level of normal
talking is heightened when using a tube, so reminders to whisper were handed out repeatedly.

Our outside time continues to be a balance between play and weather watching. If it's really pouring,
we’re in the covered area, but they’re slowly getting in tune with the absence of rain noise on the roof,
which means that it's possible the playground and field (albeit quite muddy) are open for exploration and
play. And then, “Kate, it's raining again!” heads us back in under the cover. We are also beginning to
differentiate between ‘pouring’ and ‘a drizzle.’ If it's the latter, we’ll pull up our hoods and stay out in the
open. All of this means that wet clothes are probably coming home with your child, so please make sure
that a change (top, bottom, undies, socks and extras) are put in their box.

I'll be putting a sign-up for February 3rd conferences somewhere near the entrance to the classroom, so
when you know of a time that works for your family, please sign up.
I’'m really looking forward to talking with you about your child!

ASK ME:

what my job is this week

+ Wwhat we're doing at meeting that | like
+ how tall I am and how much I've grown!
+ toread with you for 20 minutes tonight

*

Kate

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes

You may have noticed a preoccupation with hedgehogs in our class lately. This has been brought about by the

writing of our own version of The Hatwhich we will be performing soon (I will let you know when the date is set).

In the mean time, the imaginative play in our class has been consumed by various scenarios involving Hedgie and
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snack Tuesday, which, besides being a bit dense, was quite good!

Next Monday is MLK Dayand we will be discussing this holiday and why it is so important. We decided that it is
valuable to have school that day so we can spend time learning about Martin Luther King, Jr. and his very
important work.
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Wednesday the 28 is Mary Hope Reading Dag favorite among the children. In our class the children are
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spend the day reading with classmates and students from other classes, being cozy, and making books. If last
@S Nna S@Syid o6l a ye AYRAOFGAZ2YS GKAA gAff 0SS | @SN

Aa1 aSQax

XgKFEG OKFNI OG§SNI (2ZThelHatL)t | @ Ay 2dzNJ GSNRAZY 27

XgKFEd 1AYR 2F LIAYyd RAR 6S YI1S az2yRlekK

XgKFEG Aa 2dzNJ £t SGGSNI 2F GKS 6SS{K

X2 O2dzyi o0& HQa SAGK &2dz

XIFo2dzi 2dzNJ SELISNAYSYy (G sAGK al f i

XeKEFEG O2f2NJ R2 &2dz 35S0 6KSy ecBogamdVud?E &Sttt 26 | YR NBRK
X2 NBFR gAGK @2dz wn YAydziSa Sl OK RI @

I hope you all have a good week.
Jenny

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes

This week I've been showing Youngers students collages I've made of their work this past fall and early
winter. Each parent will see the same display of their child's work at conferences in three weeks.

We've started our study of the arctic. We began by considering how globes are organized into northern
and southern hemispheres. | found the Arctic Circle on a talking globe from the school library and tried to
make it say "Arctic Circle" but it would not. It did say "Arctic Ocean," "Russia," "Canada," "Finland,"
"Greenland,” "United States," among other things. The students were amused that the
electronic voice refused to say what | wanted it to say. Bruce from the bookmobile left us a box of books
about polar regions on Friday. He also loaned us a reindeer antler that he collected in Lapland 30 years
ago. Early investigations of the books have revealed interest in polar bears, wolves and igloos, and much
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residual interest in the penguins of the southern hemisphere. I've realized that we can't very well talk about
the northern polar region without also talking about Antarctica. Our planned trip to the arctic museum in
Monmouth (date still pending) will give students additional topics to pursue.

Julie's writing contest about the cornucopia has spurred interest among the Youngers in fantastical
stories. They wrote one together in class that has five different endings. I'm looking forward to
reading each student's homework story in class and passing them on to Julie. I'm sure the homework isn't
always so exciting but I hope it remains useful to you and your child. I'll begin contacting parents to check
in on the homework this week. I look forward to talking with you about how it's going.

Conversation starters . . .

How did the cornucopia get smashed in the story that the class wrote together?
What other souvenir from Lapland did Bruce give us to look at?

What's the new classroom job for 2010?

How do we "fill in the blank™ on the Morning Message?

What's in this week's new homework?

What are we doing with Eric in music class?

Why is there no drama this week? Where is Sue?

What book are we reading that takes place in New York City?

Where in the world has Katie Miesle been?

Aidan and Lael Case's grandfather Tom Crawford was scheduled to give the Gather'round today. The
students love these presentations, and are especially interested in meeting people from outside the
school. If you know of anybody who would enjoy addressing the school on a topic dear to his or her heart,
please let me know. I'll follow up and try to get them on the schedule.

Have a good week.

John
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

I've been using the ‘Everyday Mathematics’ with the Youngers in the afternoons, and now | hear
“Can we do that math stuff today?” For now, they’re working on making their numbers neat and
legible, filling out calendars, and learning/re-learning how to keep tallies, which also reinforces
counting by 5s. We've also played addition/subtraction BINGO, and I've made new cards that
use bigger numbers for those who are willing and ready to work on more complicated addition
eguations.

All of them have picked a few books that reflect a level of reading that is comfortable and a little
challenging. They’re keeping track of the hard words in their journals, which then become words
that they work on here in the classroom.

And on wet, rainy days like today, we start our time off together with small amounts of hot/warm
chocolate, while talking about our day, the weather and other various topics of interest.

ASK ME

+ to play dominoes with you

+ Wwhat animal | felt | looked like after coming in from the rain

+ to put the clean clothes you give me in my clothes box, because everything else is WET!

Kate



MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes

Poet Tom Crawford, who is also Lael Case’s grandfather, spent some time in our
classroom today. Visiting from Santa Fe, New Mexico, he was invited to be the Gather
‘Round guest this week. A couple of days ago, as Lael was preparing to read the poem he
wrote during Free Writing, he spoke about two people who have inspired him in his own
poetry—his grandfather and classmate Sam Long. Mr. Crawford talked with the Middles
about the poet’s voice and his love of words. His conversation with the class inspired me
as | hope it inspired the students to write, write, and write.

Our book about mud is developing in creative and delightful directions, the best gz
part of which came from our up-close and personal exploration of the subject. How £

would you describe mud, using all your senses? Last week | talked with Jane Kurtz,
children’s author and our connection with Ethiopia Reads
(http://www.janekurtz.com/ ). A writer with a great ear for description, she will be
advising us on how to put our story together. She said she likes the fact that we are
writing about mud! Who would think it? Ask me: How did | describe the mud? W 3 »*-
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did I do during our exploration outside? What ideas do | have abouthonganize = iE. X4
our book?

Characters have been selectefdr the Biography Ball research. This was challenging
for most of the students, sometimes because there were so many good choices. The
characters’ time periods range from the 15" to the 20" century. Guidelines and
timeline for the research work went home in the Homework Packets yesterday. Please
go over the pages with your student, then post the schedule where he or she will see it
frequently. Most of the work on the report is done outside of school. Students should
look for library resources in addition to what they find on the internet.

Gale Ouseleour current artist in residence, is bringing the outside in as she helps students identify the phenomenal

range of colors in nature. Under her guidance students have literally collected colors from the natural world—

putting samples into little jars. They are also mixing secondary colors from the primaries using clay, a totally
different approach from any I’ve seen. The tactile manipulation of the clay allows the child to see and feel a slow-

motion development of greens, for example, from the mixing of blue and yellow. Please check out the display of

their work in the center. Ask me: What are the primary colors? What are the secondary colors? What happened
when we mixed complementary colors? What did we match the final mixture to?

The report on Friday Community Schoolis enthusiastically positive. Middles reported the following: “T liked my
classes.” “I love FCS; the classes are really fun.” “It is nice to have other people in the school.” “I like having kids

from different classes (Olders and Youngers) in the class.” “It is nice to have other friends here (friends from
outside NVS).” The mix of ages and new people seem to be the most positive aspects as well as the variety of
activities from which to choose. Ask me: What did | like the most about the classes last week? What did | learn?
Who is in the class with me? What would I like to see offered in the next FCS time?

The focus for writing right now is Free Writing, which gives the children time to explore their own topics, styles,
and forms. The writing period at the beginning of the day has generated songs, poems, a pre-teen romance, and
descriptive pieces. The main objective for free writing is to increase fluency—the writer’s ability to put ideas on
paper. It isn’t as easy as it sounds, and all of the children are improving. The goal is quantity more than quality, but
I’'m amazed at the quality that is coming from the students. Here is a Sample from one of the Middles:
After Jim ate his Skittles, he ran down stairs and glanced at the clock. Eight-thirty, he read. “Oh, no!” he said.
“I missed the bus.” So Jim ran out the door. He ran down Fir Street and turned onto Pine Street. His school
was perched on top of Dew Drop Hill, which was named after all the dew that comes off the grass on the hill.
Ask me: What have | been writing about during Free Writing? Where do | get my ideas? What kind of writing do |
usually d@ stories, poems, nefiction?Wh at épse rhianpg i n Samés story? Do | | i

Jackie


http://www.janekurtz.com/

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes

On Monday the Olders took a munteded study break in the afternoon to play a game cafied thena n
K n o tin.thés activity, students link hands to form a tangled web, and then try to untangle the mess. This was
activity that stretcheubt only our muscles, but our probisatving skills. Our first try at the exercise quickly ended,
because, as one student so aptly put it, Oapmoterdiale we
solution to thegroblem would be group leader. This changed the outcome of the challenge dramatically: in the courst
of about 2 minutes, the knot was undone. The experience led us to journal and discuss the qualities and roles of le
and followers. Students agreed that leaders lbnvaefs were equally important in the resolutiomyo€@nflict and
came up with the following insights:

Qualities of Followers Qualities of Leaders
Good listeners Understand the peo
Do what the leader asks you to. Be able to look at the big picture
Give good suggestions Cooperate with your followers
Encourage others Try being a follower, so you know what tl
Cooperate experience.
Trud the leader

I am encour ag eparsistegce antl willingnttesdibaiss tways
improve their interactions with others. | was also thankful for|elelr of
comfort in sharingvith the whole group their personal strengths and weak
as leaders and followers. Students are being asked this week to step o
roles they usuglfind themselves in (either leader or follower) and try somg
new. Above all, as they interact with each other, they are challenged to re
kindness and love in their actions. Jade, followingimiteedd study of Gandh
this week, reminded aga few great quotes fraimis peaceful mahat apply to
leaders and followers alike:

t

The Ol ders plavy he game
OFrom the beginning of time to the end of ti me,
and | ove always win over Vviolence. o
. Dinner Table Discussions:
ol f you Want_ to see the brave, 1 WhatqualitiesdoyouhavethWh
If you want to see thelheracck at t hose who <can make you a good n f
?

Last week the Olders collaborated to make a list of criteria as a guide t¢ i,evidgrlfonmée; i gment s
theirmath homeworkneat, tidy, and of exaait quality. to create our Treasure Island |
Hereds what we came up with: Portraits? Why did we choose

e Use a clean sheet of lined or graph paper for your homework these pigments?

e Putyour name, date, and title of homework at the top of the page e What decisiomaking

e Label all problems processes did we use in class

e Show ALL work for every problem plan our City of Electricity?

e Label your work so Amy knows which@b | em it ds f or il repevyable energy sourq

~ am | using in my grid?

¢ anOt cram your work e When making conversion

* Write slowly and neatly from a smaller to larger unit off

e Doublecheck your answers yourself or with a friend or parent measurement (such as

. - . centimeters to meters), what
Students will be expected to follow these guidelines as they complete their wq mathematical operation is use
will help them to gain a sense of pride in @ssignmentsnd it will aid me in What operation is used when
deciphering thelrard work! converting from a larger to
. smaller unit of measurement |

Make sure you check out our oDinne (such as kilometers to meters) | O

busy week!
Amy



