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 Volume XVII1, No. 16  January 20, 2010 
 

******** 
  January         Friday Community School (Jan 8th – Feb 5th) 
    Sat 30  Staff Retreat 
  February Wed 3 Conferences All Day –No School 
    Thurs 4 No Conferences –Full Day of School  
    Fri 12 Biography Ball 
    Mon 15 President’s Day –No School 
    Mon 22 Staff Development Day –No School 

******** 
Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 

 
Today is Maryhope Reading Day at NVS, a long-standing tradition that honors a long-time librarian and 

supporter of the school (can Linda Link Reading Day be far behind? We get the best librarians here!). 

Students get to read all day—alone, in groups, as a class, and in other classes—a welcome treat and an 

affirmation of how NVS has always revered books and reading. Spending time absorbed in books is the 

groundwork for the lifelong love of learning our students tend to take from this place.  

 

Today we also honored Martin Luther King, Jr. with class presentations by the Youngers, Middles and 

Olders during Gather’Round. The Explorers interrupted the afternoon’s reading with a beautifully 

rendered production of their play, “The Hat.” I am always struck by the courage and enthusiasm of our 

students during these productions—I’m glad so many of you were here to witness them. 

 

Ran and I are already at the halfway mark in raising funds to match the Miller Foundation Grant for NVS 

summer programming, thanks to grants from the Tillamook County Cultural Coalition and the Tillamook 

Estuaries Partnership. Ran just sent in another grant application and we’re working on more to be sure we 

make the match. We are thrilled that these organizations are financially endorsing NVS summer classes, 

which provide enrichment for local and visiting students as they give our teachers unusual teaching 

opportunities and bring helpful revenue to the school. Keep your fingers crossed for a marine biology 

class, medieval summer school and more! 

 

I’ve been combing the house for white elephant gifts for the White Elephant Tamale Bingo party on 

Friday at 6pm. My, what an interesting assortment!  Hope to see you there. By the way, you’re welcome 

to bring friends, and Voice readers from the community are welcome to join us. 

 

Julie 
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ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

The week of parties! On Friday, the Adventurers brainstormed on ways to doubly celebrate the 
time we‟ve had with Briana and Freya and saying “welcome back” to Katie; they came up with a list that 
included rainbows, cupcakes and a present. On Monday, they were busy painting rainbows (which now 
decorate our room) as well as big signs thanking Briana and Freya AND welcoming Katie back to school 
and our classroom. Together they decided that chocolate cupcakes with vanilla icing were to their liking, 
so they added the ingredients and together we laughed as the hand mixer made silly, rhythmic noises 
while stirring all the ingredients. They also made an inquiry of Bleiz and Hunter as to Freya‟s favorite 
color, and I was given the task of finding some material of that color that she could use as a cape. And 
that was just for the party on Tuesday!  
 Today is Rachel‟s 4 and 1/2 birthday, and we‟re celebrating it by decorating a crown for her, 
making monkey bread, and searching for the birthday ball that the birthday fairy has left behind.  
 And tomorrow, Hazel turns three, so we‟ll be doing all of the above, part 2! Her crown has been 
made, and we‟re just waiting for the earth to spin one more time before we begin those festivities. 
 When we‟re not partying, they‟re studying bodies and buildings. With bodies, we‟ve set up a 
project so they see what‟s going on and how their classmates are doing the work. The first step is to  
make a template of the outline of their body, either free hand or by tracing a doll, and then filling it in with 
colors that match skin, hair, eye, and even clothes if they want. Once that‟s done to their satisfaction, 
we‟re working on mixing colors to make one that most closely matches their skin color. We‟ve run into a 
snag on that end with the mixing of tempera paints, so after our party week, we‟ll be revisiting that to work 
on solving that particular problem. 
 The buildings that have been made in our class are pretty phenomenal. It‟s apparent that they‟re 
experimenting with and learning about gravity, height, spatial relationships, shadow, depth, pattern, color 
and the aesthetic properties of structure. One of the possibilities we might take on is making a building 
using all of the structural and decorative materials in the classroom! Be watching for information and 
(especially) pictures should we attempt that! 
 
ASK ME 

 about the cool stuff in the Rachel’s birthday ball that was left by the birthday fairy 
 about the story I told to Kate and her computer today 
 how GREAT it is with Katie being back! 
 about our new capes 
 
Kate 

 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
After careful preparation and practice, we performed our theatrical version of Jan Brett’s story The 

Hat this afternoon. This has been a rich experience for the class: writing our own version of the play, 

choosing who they want to be, creating their characters, and then performing our little play—whew! 

They have been working hard. The children have also written their own version of The Hat, which 

will be going home Friday. This project has allowed the class to think deeply about a story and bring 

it to life. They’ve also worked together through this, and many compromises were made. I am 

impressed with how hard they’ve worked, and look forward to seeing you all there. Thanks also to 

Stephanie for her face painting expertise, and to Tara Will for loaning us the lovely scarves.  

 

Next week we will begin our study about work and play in different cultures. I look forward to 

exploring this topic, and learning about other cultures as we learn about our own.  

 

This week is Group #2’s Sharing Day: Ella, Rachel and Zac. 
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Ask Me’s… 

 …what was my favorite part of our play today? 

…who did I read with today? 

…who did we honor during Gather’Round? 

…to read my “Read to Your Bunny” book with you 

…what did we bake Tuesday? 

…to count by 5’s with you 

…to read with you 20 minutes each day 
 

I hope you all have a good week. 

Jenny 
 

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

      The Youngers worked with Eric, Kate and me to get ready for today's Martin Luther King 

Gather'round. We came up with a song to sing with the whole school, original art depicting freedom and 

peace, and a poem to recite together to the ringing of bells. As part of our preparations, we read a picture 

book by Toni Morrison called "Remember: The Journey to School Integration." The book reminded me 

that the civil rights movement was as much about school integration as anything. The students 

were interested in and troubled by the images in the book. One historic photo showed a group of 

children gathering around their teacher for perhaps the first time. After studying them eyeing one 

another, one of the students in our little school family turned to another and said, "When I first saw you I 

thought you were scary." Another said, reassuringly, "Ahh, I didn't think you were scary." Gale Ousele, 

who was doing watershed lab work at our classroom sink at that moment, heard this exchange and 

reported it to me. It made me think that the experience of strangers becoming friends is one of the most 

important lessons of school. By the way, the book by Toni Morrison was given to the NVS library by Dick 

Ellegood, a board member and longtime friend of the school. Thanks, Dick! 

    Last week homework was returned by Youngers at a better rate than we've enjoyed in a long time. 

Our collective "Nights Reading" chart was poised to roll past 50 today. I'm heartened by the new 

seriousness by students (with an assist from their parents) about getting homework done and back to 

school on time. My hope is that by conference time in two weeks I'll be able to report that everybody is 

getting their homework in each Wednesday. 

    We've welcomed three new members of our class on Friday Community School days: Hayden Spencer, 

Connor Bailey and Eli DeMello. They bring talents and interests that make our Fridays together 

especially enjoyable. The Friday experience seems to be going well for everybody. I'll be curious to hear 

what you hear at home about it at the conferences on Feb. 3.  
 

Conversation Starters . . . 

How was Maryhope Reading Day different from an ordinary school day? 

How did we find out who Maryhope Weir was? 

Why do we remember Martin Luther King? 

What song did we sing at Gather'round with the whole school? 

How does the poem "Martin Luther King Day" by X.J. Kennedy begin? 

What is my current long essay about? 

What's in my journal this week? 

What does multiplication look like when you use objects? 

What's happening in "The Cricket in Times Square"? 

What do I think Sue might bring back for us from New York? 

How is Friday school going? 
 

Have a good week.    John 
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AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 
The Youngers have been busy in the afternoons doing many things! Last week they started working on 
representing what the words “dream of peace” and “dream of freedom” meant to them personally, and 
that has continued in preparation for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration today at Gather‟Round. 
And yesterday afternoon was a painting day; they finished up the bells that that they had made in the 
morning, also being used today.  
 

They have also been working on writing out their journal words and practicing for their upcoming spelling 
test! Getting ready for today has delayed the preparation for the test, so it won‟t be until next week, but 
they continue to work diligently and with great confidence and anticipation. I think they‟re excited that 
they get to work on inventive ways of spelling as well as dictionary spelling!  
 

Lastly, they‟ve also been working on increasing their mathematical knowledge via various experiments 
and assignments that we‟ve found in the new math books we‟re using. When there‟s an afternoon when 
we‟re not working out of the books, they are obviously bummed; it‟s great to see them enjoying the 
various processes that increase their use and knowledge of numbers. 
 

ASK ME 

 about the poster I drew about peace or freedom 
 about the 100s chart that I‟ve been working on 
 to remind you to pack extra food for afternoon snack, „cause I‟m a growing kid! 
 to snuggle up beside you as you read to me in the evenings! 
 
Kate 
 

MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 
 

Thinking about earthquakes. During Class Talk last week, we shared information and 

reactions to the earthquake in Haiti. It gave us an opportunity to look at the Ring of Fire 

earthquake zone and discuss Oregon’s place on it. One of the students suggested that we should 

practice what to do if there was an earthquake here, and soon everyone was under a desk or 

table hanging on to one of the legs. We agreed that the signal for an earthquake would be the 

sound of wind chimes hanging in the room, since they would likely ring in the event of a quake. 

Later in the day, when I inadvertently bumped into the chimes, every student, in a quiet and 

orderly way, was under a desk within seconds.  Giving to Heifer Project: 

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.5720609/?msorce=EEA1C0000B3&msource=EB7A090001 
 

Pennies for Haiti. In further discussions about Haiti, I told students about the possibility of donating some of our 

penny money to Heifer Project, which will provide farm animals to individual families when the reconstruction 

begins. We have also been considering the Lincoln City Animal Shelter. We'll decide after we take the pennies to 

the bank. Check out the Heifer Project website and talk with your child about helping locally and globally. (Click on 

the picture to the right). Ask me: How much money do I think we have in pennies? Where would I like to donate it?  

  

Honoring MLK.  We are doing a lot with the remembrance of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. this week. Monday we watched a video, 

read, and talked about the work that was going on in the 60's with 

special attention to the role of children in the Civil Rights struggle. 

While some of the stories and images were disturbing, the 

overriding impression was one of hope and strength. Students were 

able to talk about their own feelings and thoughts about justice, 

equal rights, and the importance of people working together for 

something that will help everyone. Tuesday we wrote poems about 

the big ideas, and today we shared them during an MLK Gather 

'Round. Ask me: What was the video about? What parts of the story 

did I think were most important? How did I feel about the 

childrenôs experience? What would I have done in a similar 

situation? What was my poem about? 

 
Dr. King 

By Madison Scott 
 
Dr. King had a dream of hope, peace, and freedom. 
He had speeches that went around the world 
The kids would sing around the streets 
For freedom. 
They went to jail 
But still had the hope 
That someday there would be peace. 
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Following written directions is a challenge whether you’re a child or adult. (Think instructions for setting the 

time on your high-tech coffee pot.) Each morning for the next couple of weeks, Middles will be working with a fun 

and challenging set of tasks that require careful reading, critical thinking, inference, and creativity. Some students 

suggested that it was math, although none of the tasks involve numbers problems or calculations. The similarity is 

in the concentration and mental exercise required. The children will be bringing the sheets home so you can see 

what they are doing and talk over the mental skills each activity uses. Ask me: How am I doing with the morning 

activity? What parts seems to be the most challenging? Why is Jackie having us do it?   

 
Maryhope Reading Day is a favorite tradition for many of the 

Middles. I love to see how absorbed they can be in books they 

choose. Many used the time to get further into our book club 

selection, The Door in the Wall, a Newberry Award book by 

Marguerite de Angeli. Set in medieval England, the novel is 

introducing the life of common people and nobility leading up to 

the Renaissance. Historical fiction is a genre I enjoy when the 

research is well done and the details authentic. This is the case 

with de Angeli’s book. To quote the New York Times, 

“Unusually beautiful illustrations, full of authentic detail, combine 

with the text to make life in England during the Middles Ages 

come alive.” The spelling words this week and next are from the book, and the students are learning the definitions 

as they see how the word is used in the context of the story.  Ask me to tell you about Robin. Why was he left by 

himself? How is his family life different from that of a ten-year-old boy today? What do I like best about the story? 

What have I learned about medieval England? 

 Aske mme     

 
Biography Ball research and writing will fill most of the homework time this week and next. We still have 

spelling and math plus some optional activities, but students can use most of their homework time working on their 

reports. Thanks for the help that you will be providing. This is a big project. 
 

 
 

Ja ckie  

 

 

 

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
Monday morning we opened class with a video and discussion on Martin Luther King, Jr . Here are 
some of the vocabulary words we used to describe the emotions we experienced while watching a video 
of his life:  
 

surprised, unhappy, upset, mean, crazy, despicable, bewildered, happy, bad, 
shocked, amazed, courage, wonder, determination, mad, sad. 

 

On Tuesday we furthered the discussion by contemplating discrimination  
and segregation at Neskowin Valley School. At first, many students were 
hard pressed to recognize the presence of either at NVS. However, with a 
bit of prodding, they decided that it can occur in certain ways: 
discrimination based on body size or looks, discrimination between groups 
or teams during games are a few instances. Make sure you ask your son or 
daughter about some of the non-violent ways they brainstormed to head 
off these types of hurtful actions.  
 
 

Dinner Table Discussions 

 How can I practice non-

violence in my life?  
 

 What book(s) did I read on 

Mary Hope Reading Day?  
 

 What did I learn from the 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Gather’round on Wednesday?  
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Weõve now been back in the routine of school for over two weeks, and students are beginning to òget in 
the swing of things.ó Here are a few reminders  and new information  to help the year flow smoothly:  

 Please bring your binder to school each day 

 Students have received a new typing packet  called Discovering Keyboarding. It will aid them in 
documenting their keyboarding practice  in and out of school. Please keep this clipped in binders  
to make sure it is in class each day.  

 Conferences are approaching on February 3rd. This is a chance for us to share comments, 
questions and concerns about the year thus far. Information about scheduling your conference 
will be out soon; please note that there are no classes on the 3rd and students will be expected to 
attend the first 15 minutes of the conference.  

 As a preparation for conferences, I am sending out notes from our  goal-setting conferences at the 
beginning of the year. They should arrive on your doorstep in the next week. I hope they prompt 
some topics for discussion.  

 
Thanks for all your support as dedicated, caring parents!  
 

 Amy 
 

 

ART Notes 
 

We are having a wonderful time looking at the properties of Color and Value in the world! 

Soon you will see a big color wheel being built of found colors. 

 

REMINDER:  

OLDERS, remember to bring in TWO BOTTLES OF COLOR for class on Friday the 22
nd

. 

Full jars of solid color, no browns or greens. Thanks! 

 

Gale Ousele, Artist in Residence 

 

 

LIBRARY Notes 
 

Thanks for the great book Lael, donated in honor of your 9
th

 birthday. 

Thanks for the book and DVD/CD you donated to the library, Xavie and Roberta. 

Thank you to Shannon Bishop for subbing in the library for me. 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Pacific City  Arts Association presents  

"What a Wonderful W orld" Dinner and Music Show  
Saturday, January 23

rd
 from 6pm-9pm  

Tickets can be purchased at The Pacific City Inn 


