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 Volume XVII1, No. 17  January 27, 2010 
 

******** 
  January         Friday Community School (Jan 8th – Feb 5th) 
    Sat 30  Staff Retreat 
  February Wed 3 Conferences All Day –No School 
    Thurs 4 No Conferences –Full Day of School  
    Fri 12 Biography Ball 
    Mon 15 President’s Day –No School 
    Mon 22 Staff Development Day –No School 

******** 
Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

Reminder: Conferences next Wednesday, February 3rd, no classes.  
Please schedule with Kaileen, see last page for available times. 

 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
What a White Elephant Bingo night we had here last Friday! Lots of parents and kids came for dinner, brought 

gifts weird and wonderful, and tried their hands at filling their bingo cards. Initially I was the bingo number 

caller, but was soon outclassed by auctioneer-extraordinaire Evan Morley-Wong and that speedster Jared 

Bergerson. And we finally got to eat those hand-crafted tamales, abetted by lots of delicious potluck dishes. 

Thanks, KJ, for spearheading such an amusing event! 
 

And while I’m thinking of parents who have helped out recently (and many of you undertake visible and 

invisible tasks every day—thank you!), a big thanks goes to Sharon Bergerson and her son Jared, who took a 

mountain of recycling to the North Lincoln Recycling Center over a week ago. We have our copy room back, 

thanks to them. Thanks, too, to parents who have been keeping the fireplace going. If you want to join other 

parents at Parent Association meetings, they now happen at two different times to make it easier for more 

people to attend. 
 

We had visitors a couple of early evenings ago, when former student Daniel Sears and his dad Ron ducked into 

the school to break up the drive Daniel was taking to earn credit for his upcoming drivers test. Daniel asked 

after several of his old classmates and took a tour of the Olders room. He is currently enrolled at Lincoln City 

Career Tech, which he is enjoying very much. It’s always a treat to see former students and hear about their 

memories of their days at NVS. 
 

Conferences will be held next Wednesday, February 3, when school will not be in session. I plan to be at 

school to greet you most of the day, likely in Ran’s office, since Kate will be using mine for her conferences. 

That leaves her room open for extra children to wait, and older students will be there to assist. Please do not 

leave children unattended in other parts of the building—we like to keep track of them.  
 

As you come in for conferences, I will be inviting you to fill out a brief survey about school and a brief 

evaluation of your thoughts about my performance as Head of School. My Board and staff are also evaluating 

my work as part of a regular semi-annual review. Your comments will go directly to Board Chair Goody 

Harding and can remain anonymous if you wish. Thank you for your willingness to provide feedback—it will 

make a difference in my approach to my challenging and meaningful work at the school. 
 

Julie 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes 
 

Our 2
nd

 Annual White Elephant Bingo Potluck last Friday evening was a great success.  Thank you to all of 

the families who joined us and brought a potluck dish to share.  Thanks to the BINGO callers…especially 

to Jared and Evan!  And a huge THANK YOU to KJ for hosting the tamale workshop last week and 

providing another amazing entrée for the evening.  Your culinary skills are very much appreciated by your 

NVS friends!  

 

We are changing the meeting times to alternating weeks of Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings with 

hopes of more parents attending the meetings.  In the next few months we will be working on the 

Valentine cookie decorating evening, Spring Vacation Raffle, the beach party in May and setting up next 

year’s calendar.  

 

The Harvest Festival and Spring Vacation Raffle are the NVS parent-organized and run fundraisers.  The 

funds we raise are for the NVS Annual Fund, which helps pay for school operating expenses. Kaileen and 

Ran have been very busy organizing the trips and preparing for this fundraiser.  It is up to all of us NVS 

parents to work together on selling the raffle tickets. Please join us in making this the most successful Spring 

Vacation Raffle!   

ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

Welcome to DJ, the newest addition to our Adventurers‟ class. DJ is 4 years old (birthday is in October), and 
he and his mom Erika are newly transplanted to the Oregon Coast from San Diego, CA. Welcome to all of 
you! 
 

There are some really cool things happening in our classroom! Call us the caped crusaders or something, but 
pop your head into our room and you‟re sure to see colorfully-caped super heroes, kitties, hunters, rocket ship 
pilots and/or race car drivers busy somewhere in the room. We‟ve begun looking at the various things we 
know and don‟t know about our bodies and are experimenting with words like „epiglottis‟ and „trachea.‟ And 
we had a great time singing the song “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes,” with a regular beat, really, really 
fast, and SLOW. Of course, being the Adventurers, we‟re probably going to be changing the words and 
making up our own versions.  
 

We did a thorough examination of our rooting sweet potatoes and discovered “root seeds” as Ellisen puts it; 
the little white dots (seeds) that are about to sprout roots from them. And we transplanted my sweet potato 
(planted 09/09/09) into dirt, and will transplant the others when they have a leaf sprouting from the top. 
 

Speaking of planting, we took a side trip to the north side of the school on our way to recess the other day, 
and decided that sunflowers, bulbs and other flowers planted there would brighten up that particular patch of 
land. We‟ll be looking for seeds to start inside and bulbs to put outside, as well as decent patches of weather in 
which to do this work.  
 
And we‟ve sent a letter off to Jenny and the Explorers class about the possibility of them borrowing our boat 
for awhile to free up some rug space in preparation for our “building of buildings” that we‟re talking about 
constructing. More cool structures are going up, which is great to see, and everyone is talking out loud 
regarding the thinking that‟s going into the design and usability of their particular structure.  
 

Of course, our party days are not over! Today is Taben‟s 3 and 1/2 year birthday, and we have another four 
coming up in the month of February! Look to see lots of excited children wearing their birthday crowns in the 
next couple of weeks! 
ASK ME 

§ to sing “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” with you 
§ how we get to library so quietly no one hears us coming! 
§ how we keep each other safe in line and at an “arm‟s length” 
§ what I saw on my sweet potato and about my drawing 
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
When I came to school Monday afternoon Katie had a very positive report. She said, among other things, that 
the class was so excited to do their math project that they were late to lunch! When the children returned to 
class after lunch recess they excitedly told me about their time with Katie, and it sounds like a good time was 
had by all.  

4ÈÉÓ ×ÅÅË ×ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÁÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÍÁÐÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
own, ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÁÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÅÄÒÏÏÍÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÍÁÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÏÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ 
at maps a lot as we explore work and play in other cultures, so it will be helpful to spend some time thinking 
about maps and what they represent. 

On Monday during Story Workshop the children had a heightened interest in their work; the stories were 
rich, the drawings were detailed, and exciting dialogue filled the classroom. We have been working on our 
play for the last couple of weeks, so it was nice to see everyone fresh and ready to get back to our stories.  

Speaking of our play... it was such a success! The children were confident and animated and, most 
importantly, enjoyed it. We have already started talking with Sue about future productions, much to the 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔȢ )ȭÌÌ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÐÏÓÔÅÄȢ 

We will be having conferences next Wednesday, February 3rd, so there will be no class that day. Please 
be sure to schedule your time with Kaileen, and just let me know if you need to schedule for a different day. 
!ÌÓÏȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÍÉÄ-year report at the conference for us to look over together, and a copy for 
parents to keep. I look forward to meeting with each of you. 

 !ÓË -ÅȭÓȣ 

ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ×Å ÍÁËÅ ÆÏÒ ÂÁËÉÎÇ ÄÁÙȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÁÐÓȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËȩ 
ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÆÆȭÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔȩ  
ȣÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ςπ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙ 
 
What Happened to the Cornucopia? 
By The Explorers 
 
One day there was a cornucopia. The kids built it 
with sticks. Then a couple weeks later is crashed. 
The wind blew it down and Mr. and Mrs. Raven got 
the sticks for their nest. And they built their nest. 
Then the wind came again and blew a hole in the 
cornucopia. It blew lots more holes. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Raven had their babies in the nest. The 
babies hatched, and Mr. and Mrs. Raven got food for 
them. They love their babies. 
 
The End 
 
I hope you all have a great week. 
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
    In math sessions this week we've been investigating multiplication. Some of the students seem a 

little afraid of the very word. Instead of learning times tables, we've been experimenting with arrays 

of plastic cubes. So an array that is 3 cubes across the top and 6 cubes down  the side with all other 

spaces in the resulting rectangle filled in would have . . . how many cu bes in it? You get the idea.  

    Homework poured in last week. Congratulations to  Bleiz, Chechio, E.C., Hunter, Kayden, Lucero, 

Niko and Simon.  It's the best showing for a single week all school year. Thank you,  parents, for 

putting your influence behind  the effort  last week and all year long.  

    In connection with the current "50 -word essay" assignment in class, we've been talking about how 

dictionaries can help  with writing  and how they are set up. See what your child can tell you about 

the order of students in that list of homework champions above.  

    I'm genuinely looking forward to conferences next week. Writing reports on all the students is 

always a growth experience for me, too.  I want to share  my observations with you and hear your 

perspectives. One of the students on Tuesday  said, "It gets very quiet during conferences."  He meant 

ominously quiet.  It makes me want to laugh and talk loudly this time around  so that he and others 

know  just how happy we  are to be part of this project together. If you haven't signed up for a Feb. 3 

conference, there's still time! Thanks.  

  

Conversation  starters . . .  

Did you turn in your homework today?  

What is the Youngers' "Nights Reading" total now?  

When is the next set of homework due? 

What did Julie do at Gather'round today?  

When will we get new buddies?  

What sort of dance are we learning in Eric's class?  

What's the song that goes with the dance?  

Library books are due on Thursday --do you know where they are? 

  

    Nancy Whitehead, who subbed for me in November, will be back on Thursday while I attend an 

Arctic symposium in Monmouth. She enjoyed the experience and was eager to return.  Nancy wants 

to bake bread with the Youngers and plant a tree with them somewhere on the school grounds. The 

students will have their regular afternoon session with Kate, and I'll be back on Friday.  

    Have a good week. 

  

John 
  
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 
 

We are having fun with the idea of ten! Do you know how many things you can do with 10? You can fill 
up a whole 100s chart with it, you can build it with blocks and unit cubes, you can carry it around with 
you on your fingers (and 10 more if you count your toes!), you can add and subtract from it, you can 
even take away more than 10 and still have numbers (!), you can count by 10s, you can take off in a space 
ship if you count down from 10... Where they ever came up with the idea of a dozen is for older kids to 
find out! We‟re working on filling out the 100s chart by picking one number, then moving around the 
chart by adding 10 to it, over and over. They‟re getting familiar with the cadence of counting by 10s, 
writing the numbers neatly and in order and seeing the difference between the 10s and 1s when they‟re 
grouped together. And it‟s fun having them come up to the chart and add to the ongoing equation, 
honoring their uniqueness and being in a group where we encourage that aspect of „who they are‟ to 
shine. 
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We‟re getting back into the groove of focused reading, and the word list that they read and know 
continues to grow. I‟m also getting pretty emphatic about using various techniques to help with the 
decoding of unfamiliar words, so I‟ll be emphasizing them in class, and sending home a letter with the 
specifics of how they work. I‟m impressed with the continued development of reading skills, and know 
that they seem to have a pretty good attitude about the work they‟ve done and the learning that they can 
see happening. It‟s frustrating when the language keeps changing rules, but we‟re beginning to get used 
to that, too. If anyone wants to know how silly the English language is, just ask any of the Youngers! 
They‟ll be more than happy to share some examples that we‟ve discovered while doing our reading. 
 
ASK ME 

§ about our work with 10 and the 100s chart 
§ for some examples of silly English 
§ to show you some things I can read, and have read to me as well 
§ to tell you about the best thing that happened to me every day! 
 
Kate 

 
 
 
 

MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 
 

 

Biography Ball will be with us in no time. This week we are working on portraits in class and students are writing 

reports at home. Thanks for the help you are giving to that part of the project. Everyone seems very excited about 

what they are doing. The Ball is Friday, February 12, from 6:00-8:00. Please let friends and family know the date 

and time. They won’t want to miss this big event. 

 
Mystery Powders, our current science unit, has been a blast. Well, not literally, 

but we are burning a variety of chemicals. Middles have spent several periods over 

the last couple of weeks examining the properties of five white powders. They 

looked at them in light of what they could see, feel, smell, and hear. Then they 

watched for each powder’s reaction to water, iodine, and vinegar. Then this week, 

our version of the bunson burner (votive candles) came out and the Middles made 

observations about the powders’ reactions to heat. Through these tests and based 

on previous experiences with the different substances, they have been able to 

identify each of the five. Now the fun begins. Given a mystery mixture, they will 

conduct the observations and tests to determine what combination of powders the 

mixture contains. Not an easy task. Students are eager to explore other questions 

about the powders, which they may ask to do at home. All of the materials should 

be available in most kitchens. Ask me: What are the five powders? How did I 

identify each one? What is the dominant feature of each one? What powders were 

in Mystery Mix A?   

 
Homework this week was late going out (call me overwhelmed) and looks a lot 

like last week’s—spelling, math practice, Biography Ball reports, and some extra activities for fun. If you have 

questions, please feel free to call: 503-970-3078. If you would like to receive the homework sheet by email, just let 

me know by email and I’ll put you on the list: jfarah@pacifier.com.  

 

Jackie  
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OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
The 2010 Olders’ Class Mentor Projects have begun! During the past 

few weeks our class has been discussing this exciting, long-term, self-

initiated learning event. 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students have almost 

completed the process of choosing a field of work that they are 

passionate about. Over the next two months, with the help of an expert 

in the field, they will complete activities that will aid them in 

discovering what it would be like to be a video game designer, drummer 

for a rock band, pastry chef, baker, sports announcer or baseball player 

(these are jobs current students have chosen; in the past choices have 

ranged from cake baker to wildlife biologist). On the evening of April 

1
st
, they will present their findings to friends and family. The project 

took off in earnest last Thursday as we brainstormed about each of these 

jobs and potential mentors from our community. 5
th

 and 6
th

 graders are 

taking on the tremendous task of aides to their 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade peers, assisting by generating ideas, acting 

as sounding boards, and more. Tuesday morning the aides took on the role of mentors in a simulated 

conversation in which the 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders explained the project to their hoped-for mentor. What a great 

way to prepare for the full experience in years to come! Packets have been sent home via your child 

that include a letter to you as parents, a timeline for the project, information for mentors, and the 

all-important mentor contract (to be signed by student, mentor and parent). Please take the time to 

read through all the information in the packet, as parents play a vital role in the success of this project 

(through encouragement at home and transportation to and from mentor meetings). Thanks to prior 

experience with the project, several students have already chosen their mentors. A few others are still 

searching for mentors in the following areas: sports announcer, video game designer or rock band 

drummer. Do you know of anyone that fits the bill in these areas? If so, pass the word along! Contracts are 

due February 2
nd

, 2010 (it’s coming up quick!). If you are struggling to meet the deadline, let me know as 

soon as possible so we can work together to find a solution.  

 Math classes this past Monday and Tuesday have been very successful. We began the week with a 

geometry brain teaser that had students investigating methods for determining areas of triangles and 

rectangles. Many students tried first to count the number of grid paper squares inside of their triangles, and 

then quickly realized alternate methods such as: doubling the triangle to form a rectangle, finding the area 

of the rectangle, and then halving this result to determine the area of the triangle. It also became apparent 

that in order to solve the problems, a working knowledge of basic math skills such as multiplication and 

division was necessary. While we’ve all had practice with these concepts, it’s time for some concentrated 

review! You may notice your child has an extra worksheet to complete with some relevant problems in 

this week’s homework.  

 Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the year the Olders have enjoyed music with Eric. He’s 

doing a wonderful job of offering the Olders a variety of musical experiences including work on the new 

Orff instruments. The past few weeks he’s given them a new challenge: composing their own music. 

Parents will have the chance to view these works of art during conferences next week. I’d encourage you 

to check in with your child to find out what they have learned about the language of music from Eric.  

 Speaking of conferences, it’s time to give Kaileen a call and schedule yours between the hours of 

8:30 am and 4 pm on Wednesday, February 3
rd

. Thanks! 
 

 Amy 
 

 
 

Dinner Table Discussions: 

¶ How am I doing at turning in 

quality, on-time homework 

since the start of the new 

year? 

¶ What did we accomplish this 

week on our City of 

Electricity? 

¶ What have we discovered 

about the two types of 

electricity? You may even 

want to try repeating some 

of our experiments at home.  
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 
 

Hello all colorful artists! 
 

On Friday this week we will be filling up our big “COLORS IN THE WORLD” color wheel. Please bring 

in TWO or THREE full bottles of color. 

The rules: 

¶ First choice will be Naturally Occurring Colors. Think leaves, wood, fruit… 

¶ If you can’t find the hue you are looking for in nature, perhaps you can find… beans, buttons, 

yarn, bits of cloth, or ??? 

¶ Please, NO Paint, paper, or hunks of plastic. 

¶ Fill your jars full. Maybe you have to cut your objects into bits to get them to fit. 

¶ ONE COLOR PER JAR 
 

Bring your jars in on Friday the 29
th

 and we will build the big color wheel. 
 

THANK YOU! I love working with all of you!  
 

Gale Ousele, Your Artist in Residence 

 

 

CONFERENCES JANUARY 3
rd

    *    NO CLASSES 
 

Adventurers:  Schedule with Kate -available conference times are listed on the classroom door. 
 

                 Explorers Conference Schedule 

8:15   Rachel 

9:00     

9:30 

10:00    

10:30  Cami 

11:00 

11:30  LUNCH 
12:00   

12:30   Zac 

1:00 

1:30 

         Middles Conference Schedule 

9:00   Cole 

9:45  

10:30  

11:15 

12:00  LUNCH  

1:00  

1:45  

2:30   Lael  

3:15  

4:00  

4:45  

 

Youngers Conference Schedule 

8:15 

9:00  

9:45  

10:30  

11:15  Kayden 

12:00  LUNCH  

1:00  

1:45  

2:30  

3:15  

4:00  

 

Oldersô Class Conference Schedule 

8:30     Joey 

9:15 

10:00   Gus 

10:45  

11:30 

12:15  LUNCH 

1:00 

1:45 

2:30    Morgan  

3:15    Aidan 

 

 


