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 Volume XVII1, No. 14  January 6, 2010 
 

******** 
  January  Fri 8 Friday Community School (Jan 8th – Feb 5th) 
    Wed 20 Mary Hope Reading Day 
    Sat 30  Staff Retreat 
  February Wed 3 Conferences All Day –No School 
    Thurs 4 No Conferences –Full Day of School  
    Fri 12 Biography Ball 
     

******** 
Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
Tuesday was like the first day of school all over again—students and parents alike were clearly very 

excited to see each other after the winter break. I loved seeing the fire blazing (thanks, Ran!) and everyone 

gathered for greetings and an all-school sing. As the haunting chorus for “Ghost Riders in the Sky” (Yi-pi-

yi-yay...yi-pi-yi-o...) rose to the rafters of the center, I knew we were all back for a great new year! 

 

Among the treats for January is the first session of Friday Community School, where we offer a series of 

Friday electives for Youngers through Olders and throw open the doors of the school to public school 

students and home-schoolers looking for a learning community on Fridays. We still have space for 

students, so please think today about friends or neighbors with children who might like to join us at NVS 

for the next five Fridays. 

 

Another event for January is a school-wide writing contest, “Whatever Happened to the Cornucopia?” I 

will be the judge of the most scientific, well-reasoned, imaginative or absurd explanations when the stories 

come in next Wednesday, and our Gather’Round on January 27 will include a reading of the best of the 

best. Students are also pondering what to do with the cornucopia in its new incarnation, and I’m getting 

some good advice. 

 

Ran and I are excited to announce that NVS has received $10,000 a year for two years from the James and 

Marion Miller Foundation to fund summer programming at the school. The only hitch is that we must find 

another grantor to provide matching funds (the same amount of money). Wish us luck as we write more 

proposals to bring five week-long classes to NVS this summer! 

 

I’m also glad to announce that the Tillamook County Road Commission has placed a work order to repair 

the potholes on Slab Creek Road during our big winter freeze and thaw. Thanks for your patience and 

ever-ready driving skills in the meantime.   

 

And finally, thanks to parent input we have simplified the conference scheduling in early February to a 

single day off for conferences on Feb. 3
rd

, rather than two half-days. The calendar above will clarify the 

change. 

 
Julie 
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ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

What a great first day back from our winter break! Music in the morning, cupcakes in honor of EC’s 8th 
birthday at lunch and new people in our classroom. A BIG welcome to Hazel (John and Julie’s daughter), 
who has joined the Adventurers, and a big thank you to Brianna who is substituting for Katie, and a 
welcome to Freya (her daughter), both of whom will be with us for two weeks. 
 

And before moving on too much, I want to let you all know how much I enjoyed the singing and signing 
that the Adventurers did during their performance with the Explorers at Festival of the Lights. It’s 
something we’re going to remember for quite a while! 
 

Good news! Both of our goldfish survived our lengthy vacation (thanks to Julie, Andrew and KJ for being 
attentive to their needs!), and even without much sunshine, we discovered that the sweet potatoes are 
beginning to show signs of roots.  
 

New material for dress-ups and little changes throughout the classroom greeted the kids as they came in 
this week. For the most part, though, things are the same, and we’re looking forward to launching forward 
into the second half of the year. For the rest of this week, we’re going to get used to being back at school 
and adapting to the new/old routines, welcoming old-timers as well as newcomers, and enjoying the 
company of friends.  
 

ASK ME: 

 what we cooked in class today, and what color it is. 
 about new jobs and new seating spots. 
 what it’s like having new people in the class. 
 who was missing today, and who’s joining us in February. 
 who is having a birthday on the 21st of January! 
 

Kate 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 
 

It was so nice to see everyone’s smiling faces as they came into the classroom Tuesday morning, excited to see 

each other and bubbling with stories to share.  It was the beginning of a very pleasant day together spent singing 

songs, making cookies, writing stories and, of course, lots of imaginative play! 
 

On our way in from recess we noticed the sign on the door requesting ideas about what happened to the 

cornucopia. During snack we talked about this more, and the children shared some of their theories: 
 

Ella: I think Mr. and Mrs. Raven decided to get married and used some of the sticks to build a nest. 

Zac: Maybe Karen came back and took some of the sticks to make something else with. 

Kees: It’s been really rainy. I think the rain made it fall down. 

Rachel: I think the wind blew some of the sticks away and it fell. 

We will be thinking about this question more this week and plan to submit our stories. 
 

Ask Me’s… 

…what did we bake Tuesday? 
…what is our letter of the week?   
…to read Winter Wool with you 
…about our experiment with steam 
…what did we do in Drama with Sue? 
…to read with you 20 minutes each day 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful week.   
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

       My happy new year was complete on Tuesday morning with nearly everybody back at school after 

the winter holidays. The Youngers all looked taller and wiser after the two-week break. How does that 

happen?  

    Among other changes for 2010, our cubbies have slid down a few stalls to accommodate Kate's 

students, there are new art supplies in the classroom, the grandfather clock from our St. Nicholas play is 

now in Mr. Popper's living room, we are reading Aesop's Fables, and getting ready to read another long 

book, The Cricket in Times Square. Sue, the drama teacher, has promised to bring back some mementos 

from the real Times Square when she travels to New York next week on a trip she won at Harvest 

Festival. Eric has begun working with us on a song for the Jan. 20 Gather'round celebrating the life of Dr. 

Martin Luther King. 

    January is report-writing month for the teachers. Kate and I will be doing math and reading 

assessments of Youngers students over the next few weeks. We'll share these and other results with you 

at the February conferences. 

    A new set of homework went home this week. Fall homework was returned reliably by several 

students but others were sporadic. One of my new year's resolutions is to check in with you about 

student homework, to celebrate its return, to ask about its absence, and to offer any support that would 

be helpful. I hope that those conversations will help create a productive dialogue about each student's 

progress as we head into the middle of the school year. 

    During the vacation I visited the Jensen Arctic Museum in Monmouth, "the only all-Arctic museum on 

the West Coast." It has a fascinating collection focusing on the Alaskan arctic but including artifacts from 

each of the seven countries that have territory inside the Arctic Circle. The Youngers' "world peoples" 

study this winter will be about the Arctic. We'll visit the museum a couple of times. Watch for upcoming 

information about the first trip. The Arctic study grows out of the students love of the book "Mr. Popper's 

Penguins" and fits perfectly with the geographical and cultural focus of the thematic curriculum for this 

part of the school year.  

    It was raining hard at school on Tuesday. After less than a week, we're off to a good start in the annual 

precipitation pool that I've captained over the last six years. If you have an estimate of 2009 precipitation 

at NVS (in inches, centimeters, feet or meters) please submit it in writing to me in by next Tuesday. No 

age limit for entering this contest. If your guess is the closest to the actual total, you'll win a rain gauge of 

your own! Good luck. 
 

John    
 

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 
 

We decided to have a pretty mellow afternoon Tuesday; when I jokingly asked people if they would mind 
me taking a nap, they all wanted to know if they could too. It was a good indication to me that the 
energetic excitement over the first day of school, while still present, was winding down, so we took care 
of classroom tasks that needed to be completed in preparation for the rest of the week. 
 

One of the tasks was putting together new focused reading journals, which they did with little trouble, and 
then decorating them with drawings from their imaginations. I found it to be a very peaceful time, just 
sitting and watching them draw, especially when they’re intent on their creations and very focused on the 
outcome.  
 

After that, we did some work on Venn diagrams, which we’ve done before (early in the school year). The 
first time through, it was more like getting rid of the cobwebs because it was a way of thinking and 
recording that we hadn’t done for awhile. Some of us switched partners and asked each other different 
questions, while others continued to work together to get familiar with the process.  
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And last, we played a game using a number grid, where one of us covered up numbers with sticky notes 
and others had to either figure out or guess what it was. After going through it once with them, I let one of 
them ‘be the teacher,’ and got to sit with the class as we went through the process. It was GREAT fun 
being a student, raising my hand like the kid on ‘Welcome Back, Kotter’ (is that the name of the show?), 
and being a pest (in a fun and loving way, of course!). They had fun, I had fun, and it’s apparent that their 
familiarity with the sequence of numbers is becoming second nature to them. 
 

ASK ME: 

 to explain a Venn diagram to you, and to do one with you 
 what I learned about one of my Venn diagram partners 
 about our new reading journals 
 

Kate 
MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 

 

Happy 2010 to everyone. I hope your holidays were joyful. From the stories that were shared around the circle 

this morning, I would have to think they were. It was wonderful to see “my children” today—bright eyes, eager 

minds, and lots of smiles. The middle months of the year are a great time for learning and growing; students have 

the routines down and there are relatively few distractions. Consequently, we will be covering a lot of ground in 

January and February.  

Long ago and far away. That is where we are going in the Middles’ classroom. We are traveling to Renaissance 

Europe, the 15
th
 and 16

th
 centuries, starting in Italy. Leonardo diVinci was the inspiration for this 

study, part of our World History year. We will look at the Renaissance in terms of the Middle 

Ages that preceded it and the Age of Exploration that was happening at the same time. The 

students will be learning the geography of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East as they think 

about some big questions: How does a culture’s location and geography affect its development? 

How does urban life differ from rural life? What are the major contributors to rapid development 

of learning, arts, and technology? Ask me: What centuries make up the Renaissance Period? What 

country is most connected to the Renaissance? What does ñrenaissanceò mean? 

 

 Biography Ball will be connected with our history study but not limited by the time period. I am asking the 

students to identify a renaissance person—someone of superior intelligence who excels in a wide range of fields. Or 

as Sam Long put it, someone who is exceptional in “all the intelligences.” Three people often identified as 

renaissance men are Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. For da Vinci, the fields were 

art, architecture, engineering and anatomy. Franklin was a journalist, printer, diplomat and scientist. With Jefferson 

it was politics, philosophy, engineering and archeology. There are renaissance women, too (Hildegard of Bingen 

and Mary Summerville, for examples) but their names are not so well known. Some of the Renaissance queens 

would qualify, however. The students are starting to gather ideas about who fits the criteria, and they seem to have a 

fairly good sense of what the term means. Next week I will be sending home the guide for research and a Biography 

Ball timeline. Ask me: What does ñpolymathò mean? (It doesnôt have anything to do with math!) Who are some 

people we talked about in class as polymaths? Who am I thinking about for my character? 
 

Mud is the working title of the book we will be writing, illustrating, publishing, 

and sending to the Ethiopia Reads library in Addis Ababa. (See their website 

for more information: www.ethiopiareads.org ) This is a project that I have wanted 

to do for a long time, and the Middles are excited about carrying it forward. Each 

student will contribute to the words and pictures. There are expenses associated with 

the publication, so we may also do some fund-raising. Jared asked about sending other 

books from personal collections, and this would be wonderful, too. Ask me: What is 

Ethiopia Reads about? What did I say about mud in my writing? Why did Jackie 

choose the topic of mud for this project? What have I learned about Ethiopia as we 

start our book? 

 

Jackie  

http://www.ethiopiareads.org/
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OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
Happy New Year! Iõm glad to be back, and so are the Olders. Tuesday morning was a time for 

sharing stories  from the break and reviewing our learning environment. The Olders 

recognized the following as strengths of our classroom: no bullying, happiness, excitement, 

respect, friendships, and more.  They also discussed some areas for improvement: less gossip, a 

quieter learning environment, more sleep, less exclusion and name calling, better attention to 

listening, and being friendlier to people we donõt normally hang around with. These are good 

reminders for us, and weõll structure some journaling and group activities to help practice these 

skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week members of the Oldersõ class become city planners. As 

we delve into a month -long unit on electricity, weõll put our skills to 

use by designing circuits and discovering and building renewable 

energy centers in our mini -city. As we plan our “City of 

Electricity” we will also draw from our learning in our January 

math studies, focused primarily on geometry (two - and three -

dimensional shapes, area, volume, and more).  

 

Speaking of math, weõll also be striving for a higher level of 

neatness and quality in the homework we engage in. Weõll be 

working in class to design templates and rubrics for homework 

completion. Iõll post one in the next Voice for you to view!  This is a 

great opportunity for the class to cons ider specific criteria that will 

make their work shine.  

 

Another exciting adventure has us honing our literary and artistic skills. Throughout the fall, 

weõve been reading the adventurous tale of Jim Hawkins in the novel Treasure Island .  It has 

been a wonderful, stretching experience for students as they discover language and culture from 

a different time period. This week weõre painting large acrylic action portraits of the main 

characters. Students have already embarked on gathering information from the  text; this is a 

skill that involves deep reading and making logical inferences based  on information that is 

given. It takes a great deal of practice!  You can encourage this skill by reading together as a 

family and asking questions about characters such a sé 

 How would you describe this characterõs personality in your own words? Back up your 

statement with evidence from the text.  

 What do you predict the characterõs next actions to be? Back up your guess with evidence 

from the text.  

 

Enjoy this beginning to a new year!  

 

Amy 

 

 

Dinner Table 

Discussion… 

 What has changed about 

the guinea pigsõ routine 

this week?  

 What character are you 

painting from Treasure 

Island? Describe their 

personality and physical 

characteristics.  

 What do you need to 

consider in planning a 

city? What are the most 

important structures for 

the survival and 

function of a cit y?  

 How am I practicing self-

motivation  and self-

sufficiency ? 


