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 Volume XVII1, No. 34 June 2, 2010 
 

********  

June 
   Sat 5 Matt Love Reading & Shared Stories 7:30pm at NVS 

Fri 11 Beach Clean-up  
Fri 11 Crazy Hair & Spaghetti Lunch Day 

   Sat 12 2nd Annual NVS Beach Party 4pm at Neskowin Beach 
   Wed 16 Field Day 
   Fri 18 Graduation / Talent Show 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

We need your photos from the school year! 

Students are starting their yearbooks and are in need of pictures. If you have taken pictures and have not 

yet uploaded them to our Walgreens account, please do so by THIS FRIDAY!  

Login: NVS@oregoncoast.com 

Password: ourkids2009 

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  

 
Water, water, everywhere! What a wet spring! 

 

But our students have taken like fish to water lately, between tidepooling and an Explorers visit to the Oregon 

Coast Aquarium. Unusually low spring tides have revealed intertidal creatures normally lost from view 

underwater, and Katieôs two Friday Community School tidepool groups have come back with tales of stars, 

barnacles, chitons, seaweeds and crabs. Three classes, the Adventurers, Explorers, and Middles, will be taking 

advantage of the -2.5 morning tide of June 14. If youôd like to join the ultimate in exploratory education, Iôm 

sure weôll need carpool support. 

 

Youôll notice the date of our Beach Clean-up has shifted from June 4 to June 11. Because Friday Community 

School was pushed ahead a week by the play, weôll still be in session on the 4th. 

 

As part of this last FCS Friday, Visiting Artist and NVS parent Mary Faith Bell and our students will create art 

from fishðreal ones. She will do a variation on the Japanese art of fish printing, gyotaku (pronounced gee-oh-

tah-koo), with fish from local Wiggles Seafood (next to the Otis Post Office). Mary Faith literally paints fish, 

presses paper and fabric over them, then peels back the paper to reveal a printed impression of scales, tails, fins 

and eyes. I have a couple of magnificent salmon prints she made in my office. I know our students will delight 

in the slippery, slimy process. 

 

As we count the days to the end of the year, donôt forget to turn in your childôs 2010-11 enrollment contract. 

Stay dry! 

 

Julie 

 

mailto:NVS@oregoncoast.com
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PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes  

 

The last PA meeting will be on Thursday, June 10
th

 at 6:30pm.   Please join 

us to celebrate the successful year and  to work  on the calendar for the 

2010-2011 school year.  

 

Thank you to the parents who have signed up this past week to help a few hours 

this summer.  And to Sabine for signing up to co-chair the Harvest Festival 

Childrenõs Events with KJ!  They have already brainstormed a few more fun 

additions for the Harvest Festival. 

 

We are still looking for 2 or 3 co -chairs for the Silent Auction- please sign up if you 

are interested or talk to Julie or Ran.  We are also looking for 4 to 6 more parents 

to make phone calls that follow up the donation letters.  Please sign up if you could 

spare a few hours to help. 

 

 

 

 

The 2
nd

 Annual NVS Beach Party is on  

Saturday, June 12
th

 starting at 4pm  

on the beach in Neskowin  

Hot dogs & marshmallows providedé 

please bring a potluck dish to share  

and your own beverages!  

 

ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Twelve days left. Wow. For the next twelve days, weõll be enjoying the friendships that have 
developed, appreciating the talents that each brings to the classroom, and making sure that our 
concerns and/or sense of sadness that weõre experiencing as we get ready to say goodbye are 
addressed and taken care of.  
 Weõre also preparing for the next wave of Adventurers who will be crossing the 
threshhold of Neskowin Valley School by making a òWelcome to the Adventurers Classó book. 
Each of the Adventurers has picked a part of their day and/or classroom to draw about, and 
doing the artwork in black ink. They then accompany me to the copier, hit the ôstartõ button, and 
together we count the copies as they come out. Back in the classroom, others get to work on 
completing the different pages by using their choice of colors to finish the page. Multiply that by 
11, and you have an idea as to the work weõre making for the newcomers. Weõre also having 
some amazing conversations about what it is the Adventurers want next y earõs children to know 
about the classroom, and itõs getting written down and added to the books as well. 
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 One of the ways weõre preparing to wrap up their year is by starting to work on their 
blank books. Some of the children have decided to include a drawing of their sign, a picture or 
drawing of their friends, their favorite puzzle and book, a picture of their buddy/ies, photos of a 
great building theyõve made, a picture of them in their favorite dress-ups, a piece of art that 
theyõre particularly thrilled with and other various aspects of their time here at school in their 
book. Other than asking them to include a self-portrait, thatõs the Table of Contents for their 
Memory Books. 
 But the BIG news is that some of the tadpoles really do have back legs! As much as I 
looked, I never really could see them. I heard Katie talking with an Adventurer about seeing 
back legs, but it didnõt happen for me until Monday when I took a break from report and 
portfolio work and stared into the tadpole pool for awhile. Wha t do ya know? Thereõs some 
hind legs on the back of them thar tadpoles!  
 
Lots of things coming up for the Adventurers.  

§ Sherry is substituting for me on Monday and Tuesday, the 7th and 8th of June. 
§ Briana is substituting for Katie Tuesday -Thursday (8th-10th of June). 
§ Wednesday, June 9th, we have a field trip to the Depoe Bay Coast Guard, and then back in 

time for our LAST b uddy reading.  
§ Thursday, June 10th will be our last Wheel Toy day.  
§ Friday, June 11th, weõre heading up the road to Nestucca Elementary to do a visit to their 

Kindergarten classes. 
§ Monday, June 14th, weõre heading up the road (again) to Cape Kiwanda for the minus low 

tides that make it perfect for more exploration. Weõll be joined by the Middles and Explorers. 
§ Friday June 18th, graduation, talent show and last day of school. 
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS  CLASS  Notes  

 
Last week was another busy one, with several exciting events including a visit from the fire department, 

and a stroll through a Renaissance village courtesy of The Middles. Then we had our trip to The Oregon 

Coast Aquarium on Thursday, which was as fun as it was informative. We attended a sea start/sea urchin 

lab during which the class had a hands-on experience with several different species of sea stars and sea 

urchins. We even had life-size specimens, thanks to Rachel and Aleah and a couple of great costumes. 

After lunch we walked around the Aquarium to view (and touch) the other creatures, and the students 

were fabulous. I was so impressed by how well the class did, especially given the level of excitement and 

minimal running-around opportunities! We had a wonderful time, and learned even more about the sea 

creatures that we share this beautiful place with. Big thanks to Tracy, Karen, Frank, Hollis, and Tara for 

joining us and making it such a fun and successful trip. We will be visiting the tide pools at Cape 

Kiwanda on Monday, June 14th. The Adventurers and Middles will be coming as well, and we'll 

also have tide pool expert Katie Miesle along. If you're able to join us, let me know as I like to have 

as many adults along as possible on this one! 

 

Speaking of field trips, we will be visiting North Lincoln Sanitary next Wednesday, June 9th. We'll leave 

NVS at 8:45, and return before eleven. I spoke with some of the Lincoln City families, and it might make 

sense for you guys to meet us at North Lincoln Sanitary in the morning, and we'll bring all the children 

back to NVS after. I'll keep you all posted as we finalize the plan. 

 

This week is another big one for us. We will (fingers crossed!) be welcoming baby ducks to our class by 

Friday. We'll also continue to study about tide pools, and begin to put our yearbooks together. As most of 

you know, my computer crashed this spring, taking with it hundreds of photographs from the beginning of 

the year. Thankfully Tracy has been taking beautiful pictures which I can use but, if you have any good 

ones, please let me know. Someday we'll recover the lost pictures and I'll send you all a CD! Ah, 

computers. 

 

Ask Me'sé 

éwhat did we bake yesterday? 

éto read Tide Pool Countdown with you  

éwhat did we do in PE today? 

éwhat did I make with clay this week? 

éwhat book did we start this week? 

éto read with you 20 minutes each day 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful week. 

 

 

Jenny  
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YOUNGERS CLASS  Notes  
 

    Attached to these notes are photos taken after last week's performance of "The Cricket in 
Times Square." We've had a good time basking in the afterglow of the play. Sue, who wasn't 
able to see it, conducted a debriefing during drama class last Thursday. I overheard her asking, 
"What do you think your costume told the audience about your character?" and other 
probing questions. On Tuesday, Eric called them all "accomplished thespians." They told 
Eric that lots of people had said, "Good job. I really liked it." Unwilling to let the fun end, we're 
now working with him on a class talent-show number. 
    Today's homework is the next-to-last packet. I took "orders for homework" on Tuesday, and 
there were lots of ideas: more math; fruit fractions; one page only front-and-back; reading; math 
as hard as the Olders'. We are closing in on 500 nights reading as a group. In order to get there, 
everybody will have to get their homework in these last two times. 
    The book fair was at least as exciting as anticipated. Linda told me on Tuesday that sales 
were brisk, which means the classrooms benefit from the money that the Scholastic 
company kicks back to us. On our "wish list" were 12 books the students themselves picked, 
with some editorial input from me. So we're looking forward to the arrival of "Olivia Goes to 
Dinner," "Fluffy and Barron," "Monster Trucks," "Bone," "Laughalooza Book of Jokes" and 
several others. These titles will be read by generations of Youngers students. Thank you for 
supporting the book fair. 
  

Conversations starters . . . 
How are we assigning special assistants the last few weeks of school? 

Who are the new special assistants this week? 

What did we do during the Morning Message on Tuesday when people got mad at each other? 

How does it feel to work things out together rather than remain angry? 

What's the talent show song? (Or is it a secret?) 
  

    We'll be "taking a walk down memory lane" as we gather materials for yearbooks and review 
archived work from the school year. These are the most bittersweet weeks of all. Please see that 
your child gets plenty of sleep and good food and is at school on time so as not to miss a second 
of it. Thanks. 
    Have a good week. 
  

John 
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Afternoon Notes  
 
Even though they did these last week, Iõve included some of the photos from their artistic 
impressions of the Aboriginal dot art that the Adventurers did last week as well. It was a great 
way to end a busy day, and they had a great time focusing on their designs. 
 
After a conversation that came about from misunderstandings about Nat ive American art and 
people, weõve decided to do an end-of-year look at the history, art, traditions, weaponry, music 
and language of Native American peoples, with an intentional focus on tribes from the Pacific 
Northwest area. We read a couple of stories yesterday, legends involving people and animals,  
and their various mythical powers. One of the stor ies we read was about a boy who  had a name 
he didnõt like, and how he went about changing his name. One of the ideas we came up with 
was looking at ourselves with the idea of what name we would give ourselves if we could 
change our names. I suspect that theyõll be looking at themselves in relationship to friends, 
school, family, indoor and outdoor activities and other aspects of their lives, and come up wi th a 
name that reflects who and how they see themselves at this point in their lives. 
 
And a great time was had by all as they made Happy Birthday cards for Lucero and Bearõs Mom 
Lizzie, who celebrated her birthday on Wednesday! Happy Birthday!  
 
ASK ME 

§ What I liked about doing my Aboriginal dot art paintings.  
§ Which of the Native American legends I liked the best and why.  
§ How we surprised  Lizzie  and celebrated her birthday.  
 
Kate 

 

 

M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  

 
PORTLAND FIELD TRIP Tomorrow  (Thursday, June 3) we will be making a trip to Portland to see 

ñSideways Stories from Wayside School,ò presented by Oregon Childrenôs Theater. Thanks to  Sue 

Parks-Hilden for arranging the schedule and securing the tickets. We will leave the school at 8:30, to 

arrive in time for lunch before the 11:00 show. Sharon Bergerson and I will be driving. We will leave 

Portland about 1:00, getting back to this area about 3:30. Children need to bring a large lunch and 

snack.Sharon and I will returning your child to you at home (or an agreed meeting place) in the 

afternoon. A note for your signature was sent home today (Wednesday). Please provide a phone 

number where we will be able to reach you in the afternoon and have your child bring the paper to school 

tomorrow. 

 
Middles Serve as Scribes 
It seems like all the classes are working on yearbooks, including the Adventurers. With the help of the Middles, 

Adventurers are immortalizing their words about pictures that Kate has taken over the year. All parties have 

thoroughly enjoyed working together, and it is wonderful to see the respect and thoughtfulness that the partners 

share. 
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Preparing Portfolios  
Middles are eagerly involved in selecting and preparing evaluative material for their end-of-year portfoliosðalso 

known as Yearbooks and Bare Books. The students are excited by the task of looking through work from the 

beginning of the year and seeing their progress. The Yearbook portfolio has been a long-standing tradition at NVS, 

and students who have been at the school for several years have the added pleasure of comparing books from year 

to year, particularly their annual self-portraits and ñThe World as I See it Now.ò  Work from every aspect of the 

academic year will be included in the Yearbookðlanguage arts, science, math, social studies, art, buddiesðand all 

of the intelligencesðverbal-linguistic, mathematical, visual-spatial, naturalist, kinesthetic, interpersonal, 

intrapersonal, and existential. The evaluative piece asks students to write about each selection the make for the 

portfolioðwhy they chose it, what it shows about their learning, and what it shows about their next level of work. 

This kind of assessment is challenging for third and fourth graders, but practice now will help them in years to come 

as they continue growing as self-directed learners. 

 

Looking Ahead   
Next week will be relatively quietða pizza party on Monday, guest teacher Tuesday afternoon (I will be here), and 

Crazy Hair day on Friday plus wrap-up for Friday Community School. The following week (6/14-6/18) is full of 

activities: trip to the tide pools on Monday, Step-day Tuesday, Field Day Wednesday, Talent Show and Graduation 

on Friday. Yowzer!!! The end is coming up quickly. How sad it is. 

 

Jackie  

 

 

OLDER Sõ CLASS  Notes  

 
Tuesday was the first day of June, and with it came discussion regarding the end of the school 
year. Over the next few weeks, students will be working to complete their portfolios and 
yearbooks. This is a wonderful process of reflection: Tuesday we opened up file folders of old 
work and the discussions began to flow freely: "Do you remember when...?" It was marvelous!  
 
Over the next few weeks, I'll be sending home past work with your child - I'd encourage you to 
ask them to take a look so that you can review with them some of the experiences they've had 
over the school year. A helpful parent commented to me that there hadn't been a large amount 
of work sent home throughout the school year. Indeed, I have kept extensive folders of student 
work in the classroom as a resource for the end of the year when we complete our portfolios and 
yearbooks; I instituted these records this year to make sure we had work examples to choose 
from. In doing so, I unintentionally neglected to send these home to you as they were 
completed-my apologies! We will revise the system next year to make sure this doesn't happen 
again. In the meantime, I hope you enjoy exploring the work as we send it home!  
 


