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 Volume XVII1, No. 35 June 9, 2010 
 

********  

June 
Fri 11 Beach Clean-up 8:45 at Nestucca Wayside 
Fri 11 Talent Show Auditions 1-3pm 
Fri 11 Crazy Hair & Spaghetti Lunch Day 

   Sat 12 2nd Annual NVS Beach Party 4pm at Neskowin Beach 
   Tue 15 Step-Up Day 9-10am 

Wed 16 Field Day 
   Fri 18 Graduation / Talent Show 10am 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  

 
As you can see from the calendar above, the last days of the school year are filled with traditional NVS 

activities that students look forward to all year. 

 

The Beach Clean-Up Friday sends groups of students on predetermined routes to pick up litter on the beach 

and in the village of Neskowin.  We will need parents to carpool students from school to the Neskowin 

wayside parking lot (or meet us there at 8:45am), walk with groups and collect litter, and drive students back to 

school (the whole process takes about an hour).  Our clean-up efforts are part of our thanks to the Neskowin 

Community Association for the generous grant they give us each year. This yearôs grant paid for our Orff 

music instruments, among other things. Thanks for considering participating this year. 

 

Step-Up Day marks the end of the academic year and looks forward to the fall as students ñstep upò to a 

different classroom to spend part of the day with their new teachers and classmates. Even if students are 

staying in their current rooms, they get to see how their class will change. While moving from one room to 

another may seem a little mundane to us adults, itôs extremely exciting and possibly a little unnerving to 

children.  Stepping up can help allay fears about change and prepare students for changes to come. 

 

Field Day follows, and that means the famous Egg Drop event at 1 p.m. A Tillamook County bucket truck will 

arrive at school to drop raw eggs, protected by the clever containers students create, while everyone watches to 

see which eggs survive intact. 

 

Here are the rules for an Egg Drop container: 

 

¶ 1 whole, raw egg must be inside the container 

¶ The container can be no bigger than 12ò square (not including parachutes, etc.) 

¶ Special commendations go to containers made from all-biodegradable materials 

Enjoy helping your student with this challenging project. I can promise great photo opportunities during what 

is always a dramatic physics lesson with an exciting outcome. 

 

See you at some of these events ïand of course at graduation! 

 

Julie 
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Itõs great to be back, and a big ôThank You!õ to Sherry and Briana who kept things in check while 
both Katie and I were gone. I got a GREAT greeting in the form of hugs from the Adventurers this 
morning when we met at our field trip destination, and later at meeting, told them that Iõd been 
talking about them the whole time Iõd been gone. Watching my nephew graduate was quite a treat 
for me, and I love it that I was able to be there, which means Iõm doubly grateful for everyone here 
making sure things went okay, and working at a place that allows me the time and freedom to 
acknowledge the accomplishments of family members. 
 What a wickedly fun trip to the Depoe Bay Coast Guard station we had this morning! 
Everyone had a ride, cameras were in tow, as were parents and the necessary car seats. Jase, Bonnie 
and James were wonderful hosts and we were all treated to a thorough tour of one of their rescue 
boats. The Adventurers climbed up and down steep deck steps, sat in captainsõ chairs, pulled out 
part of their heaviest tow lines and watched with great interest as they explained their re scue outfits. 
Bonnie even put one on for us, as one of the others joked and said that she could put it on, brush her 
teeth and wash her hair, all in three minutes! Lying on the dock next to the cutter were two rescue 
dummies, which at first glance didnõt look fake at all. Everyone noticed and asked about them, and 
they explained that to do the rescues right, they have to practice, but they donõt want to practice on 
real people, so they use these fake ones.  
 We returned to school to write Buddy notes for ou r very last Buddy Reading day of the year. 
The idea of ôbittersweetõ is beginning to permeate the school, with the òlastó of things becoming 
more and more frequent.  
 Work on the òWelcome to the Adventurers Classó book continues, but on a much less 
frenzied pace. It will certainly be done by the end of next week, and will be mailed out throughout 
the summer as families apply for admission to the class. 
  
UPCOMING STUFF! 

§ Friday weõre traveling up the road to Nestucca Elementary to visit the school, including the 
Kindergarten classrooms, cafeteria, playground, principalõs office and even the bathrooms! I 
wonder what else Rachel and Aleah will tell us about their soon -to-be new school. 
 

§ Monday is the field -trip day to Cape Kiwanda and the AMAZINGLY low tide tha tõs occurring  just 
for us! Since low tide happens at 8:30, weõll be meeting there and figuring out rides back to school. 

 

§ Wednesday is Field Day, which happens in the afternoon. If you want to stay and join in the 
festivities with your child, please feel f ree to do so. Iõll send out more information about this later. 
 

§ Thursday of next week is REALLY our last Wheel Toy Day, not tomorrow as I wrote earlier.  
 

§ Friday is Talent Show and Graduation. More information about that as well coming down the 
pike. 

 
Iõm looking forward to spending these last seven (!) days with your children.  
 
ASK ME 

§ What the best part of the field trip was for me.  
§ What I read during Buddy reading, and what my Buddy read to me.  
§ What Iõm looking forward to once school is done. 
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS  CLASS  Notes  

 
How is it that there are only two weeks of school left? Even the children think the year's gone by 

quicklyémakes me want to savor each moment with this amazing group! We've been talking a lot lately 

about next year and being a first grader upstairs with the "big kids." While there's a little trepidation, the 

overall feeling in the class is one of anticipation and confidence. Next Tuesday is Step-Up Day, during 

which the students will be spending the morning in The Youngers' Class. I am sure this will help relieve 

concerns, and know the Youngers are looking forward to welcoming their new classmates.  

 

This week we were disappointed that there were no sounds of baby ducks coming from our class as we'd 

hoped. The eggs were fertile, but something went wrong during their incubation and, as a result, they 

didn't develop fully. Though we were all disappointed, the experience was still a valuable one. We have 

been talking in class about how remarkable Mother Nature is; how a mother duck can create, for 28 days, 

a perfect environment for her eggs to hatch, and how challenging it is for humans to replicate that. Though 

the outcome was not what we'd hoped for, it was still a valuable experience, and we all have a deeper 

respect for Mother Nature because of it. On the bright side, Ella brought tadpoles to share (some with legs 

even!) which provided a wonderful distraction--thanks Ella!  

 

Thanks to all of you who drove and chaperoned for our Recycling Center field trip this morning. I am so 

happy we were able to reschedule, and know the children were really looking forward to it! 

 

Ask Me'sé 

éhow do I want to fix my hair this Friday for Crazy Hair Day? 

éwhat was my favorite part of the field trip today? 

éabout making fish prints with Mary Faith 

éwhat did we make for baking day? 

éto dress appropriately for Friday's beach clean-up 

éto bring library books back tomorrow 

éto read with you 20 minutes each day 

 

The next two weeks are bus-y, so here's a calendar to help keep things straight: 

 

This Friday, June 11
th

: Our class will NOT be participating in the beach clean-up Friday Morning.  

We will enjoy the delicious spaghetti lunch prepared by Karen and crew (how lucky are we?!). It's also 

Crazy Hair Day and, at the end of the day, we'll be doing an all-school baseball game (which we'll be 

ready for thanks to Karen and her fabulous coaching). 

 

Weôll also have auditions for the Talent Show from 1-3. 

 

Next Monday, June 14th: We will be meeting AT THE TIDE POOLS IN PACIFIC CITY BY 8:45.  

There is a -2.1 tide at 9:10 am, so it should be a wonderful opportunity for viewing creatures. If you are 

not able to join us, let me know and I'll help arrange transportation. I'm hoping we can have snacks on the 

beach--come on sun! We will return to by 11:30. 
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Tuesday, June 15th: Step-Up Day. The class will spend the morning in the Youngers' Class and see 

what it's like. 

 

Wednesday, June 16th: Field Day. After lunch the entire school will meet to do an egg drop (stipulations 

to follow) and then spend the remainder of the afternoon participating in games outside. It's very fun-come 

if you can! 

 

Friday, June 18th: Graduation. The first part of the morning I will be spending with the class, having a 

small party and spending time together. Graduation begins at 10:00, and if you're able to be here for that 

that would be great. Dismissal that day is at noon. 

Whew! Let me know if you have any questions about any of these events.  

 

I hope you all have a wonderful week! 

 

Jenny 
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YOUNGERS CLASS  Notes  
 

       The Youngers answered the  letter of a second -grade class from Valparaiso, Florida studying 

about the U.S. We sent them answers to their questionnaire (Example: What is your school 

mascot? A raven) along with a class picture. I've included that here. Wh at a grown -up group 

we've become in the past nine months!  

    The oil spilling into the Gulf of Mexico is on the minds of some of our students, too. One of the 

candidates for the Middles teaching position said that he  comforts children who are afraid by 

letting them focus on all the good around us almost all the time, beginning with the reassuring 

rhythms of nature. That  sounds like good advice  in this time.  

    Working in journals this week,  several of the students are quite naturally writing extended 

essays on a single topic on successive days. Topics include a mother beginning higher education, 

an upcoming birthday party for a pet, and a planned family trip coinciding with some baseball 

games.   

    Room parent Tracy Goodman has supplied us with many  copies of photographs she took 

during the school year. We'll be using them for yearbook construction, a project now 

under  way. We're enjoying  our review of the whole school year through the photos,  old charts, 

stage props and other reminders  of the road we'v e traveled together. This group of students is 

as dear to me and as important to one another  as any I can remember.  

    Looking ahead to next year, I talked with the parents of a current Explorers' student this 

week. It was useful for me and for them, I tr ust. Anyone else interested in a meeting is welcome 

to contact me before we wind up the year on June 18.  I am also available during the summer.  I'll 

benefit from your questions and your insight.  

  

Conversation starters . . .  

What's in  your yearbook? 

What  is the world record for The Morning Message?  

How do you figure out the record score?  

What is planned for  the Youngers outing with the Olders on Monday?  

How did it feel to work with your buddies again at Gather'round?  

What's been your favorite thing about sc hool this week? 

  

    Our final math project is making change  for a dollar. We've been reinvestigating the value of 

U.S. coins, figuring out which presidents are on which, and thinking about how to count using 

various coins as your  number units.  Next week' s fire sale of leftover classroom supplies (the 

ones you provided by  hitting the pre -school supply sales last August) will be the test of how 

ready we are to make change (with play money)  the way a  knowledgeable  store clerk does.   

    Have a good week. 

  

John    
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Afternoon Notes  
 
It was great being back with the Youngers and getting back into the flow of things. Based on a 
Native American story that we read last week about a boy who wanted to change his name, 
theyõve each written a story in which they change their name too. In it they describe what they 
would change it to, and how it came to them. Iõve included them here, because theyõre such 
amazing pieces of work. 
 
Nikoôs Story 

Once there was a boy who ran faster than a moose. Because he had a race with him. The boy won. But the 

moose was sad. The boy said, ñDo you want to live with me?ò And the moose said, ñYes.ò He got his 

name: The Boy Who Ran Faster than a Moose. Two years went by. The boy thought the moose would be 

mean, like grouchy, grouchy, but he figured out he was nice because they played together, had races, that 

kind of stuff.  The moose was nice because they became friends. The moose can be nice. The boy told the 

moose, ñYou should go.ò The moose said, ñWhy?ò The boy said ñBecause you have been away from your 

family.ò The moose said, ñYou are my family, boy.ò And the boy said, ñ I am?ò and the moose said, 

ñYes.ò 

 

Bleizôs Story 

Once there was a boy named Who Rides a Bike Better than Ricky Carmichael. And he beat him. But one 

day the boy named Who Rides a Bike Better than Ricky Carmichael lost. He was mad. But he didnôt win 

anymore races. Something was wrong. It might have been that his bike was running out of gas. Or that he 

rode his bike too much. And then he went to a tree and asked the tree, ñCan my name be óI Donôt Ride My 

bike goodô?ò And the tree said, óYes.ò And then all the squirrels threw magic pine cones at him, and he 

got his name. He went to his other race and he won. He was happy. And then he went to the tree again and 

he asked the tree ñCan my name be chaned back to ñWho Rides a Bike Better than Ricky Carmichaelô?ò 

ñHmmm,ò thought the tree. ñYes.ò And then bugs threw magic leaves at him and he got his name back. 

The End. 

 

Simonôs Story 

Once there was a boy named Simon. And he wanted to change his name to BeV. He was walking on a trail 

and he came to a beaver dam. And then he wished his name was BeV and it came true. And then he got a 

pet baby beaver. And then he named it Tank. And then they went to the beaver castle, where the king 

beaver sitted on his throne and he was about ready to choose a new prince. And then he choosed Tank. 

And when the King passed away, Tank would get to be King. And then they went back home and he told 

his Mom that the beaver who was his pet beaver would be the King of the beavers when the other King 

died. and then he had to get a bigger and bigger and bigger cage for his pet beaver. And then he had to get 

the garden hose and put up a little pool in his room and grab more and more and more sticks. And then he 

ran out of food. The beaver had to wait. He went to his Grandpaôs feed store (he was a welder, though). 

But since his shop was slash welding shop slash feed store, he got some beaver food. And when he woke 

up in the morning, he was turning into a beaver. And then he went ñYeah, yeah. Iôm turning into a 

beaver.ò He ran across the bridge, jumped over the crack in the bridge, and then he ran and ran and ran 

until he got to the Hot Springs. And then his whole room would have to be a river and a beaver dam. And 

then his Mom got very, very, very angry at him. And then his Mom sawed part of his house off which was 

his bedroom and put it in a river. And to this very day, that chunk of house is in the river. And they are 

going to live forever, happily and peacefully. 
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Luceroôs Story 

One day there was a thirteen year old girl who liked to do art and play with a puppy named Chivas. One 

day she went outside to do water coloring, and when she put her stuff down a bird grabbed her paper and 

flew to a magic tree. The dog ran after it, and then the girl had to stay behind, And she thought it was a 

bad idea to let the dog go by itself.  So she packed everything again and went and found the puppy. She 

looked up and there was a giant, magic tree. She knew it was magic because she saw fairies putting magic 

on it by swinging their wands around the tree. She never knew it was magic. She knew it was a magic tree 

because she wished her name in front of the tree. She ran back to her house with the puppy. Her mom 

always wanted to change her name too, so she took her mom to the magic tree with her, and her mom 

wished her name was, ñRed.ò And it came true. So she ran all the way to Mexico and she told everybody 

in Mexico, ñCome find this magic tree that is in Oregon.ò And then the Mexicans said, ñNo.ò And one 

little kid of the Mexicans said, ñYes,ò so they took the little kid back to the magic tree, and the little kid 

wished his name Meemo. And it never came true, because he was from far, far away. And then one kid 

found a magic tree in Mexico and it came true.  

 

Hunterôs Story 

There once was a girl who lived with her parents. The parents did not have a name for her for many years. 

One day the parents met an old man. That man gave names to kids from his stories. The parents thought 

about it. They came up with a name. They called her óClumsy,ô because she always falls or bumps into 

things. They said ñByeò and ñThank you.ò to the old man. But the girl did not like that name. So that 

night, the girl ran away from home. She ran and ran. Why she was running was because she was looking 

for a better name. She ran all the way to a cheetahôs cave. She was a little scared at first. Then she saw a 

cheetah come out. She got very scared. And then the cheetah said ñYouôre just in time to be my dinner.ò 

But then the girl said, ñWait. Letôs have a race. And if I lose, you get to eat me for dinner. And if you lose, 

then you have to give me a new name.ò So they lined up against a log and they were off! When the 

cheetah started running, the girl was nowhere in sight. The cheetah thought she was really far behind. But 

when the cheetah was just about to touch the finish line the girl was already there. So the cheetah was very 

angry, but they made a promise, so the cheetah gave her a new name. And that name was The Girl Who 

Runs Faster than a Cheetah. 

 

ECôs Story 

There was a little boy named Emery Crispin. He wanted a new name. He got on his bike to go find a new 

name. He went to his Grandpaôs house to get a new name. His Grandpa lived a little further than the other 

side of a big mud pit. As he was riding, he rode over a screw and it popped the tire. He had to walk to a 

bike store and buy a new tube. Then he walked back to his bike, opened the tire up, took the tube out and 

then put the new one in. Then he rode on a street, and he got to the big mud pit. He went through it, and 

his back tires spinned but he made it across. Then he had to turn on a gravel road, and then he turned onto 

his Grandpaôs driveway, and then he rode up the driveway, got to the house, parked his bike and went 

inside.  He asked his Grandpa, ñCan I have a new name?ò  The Grandpa said, ñMaybe. You can mow the 

lawn, and make me breakfast and then Iôll give you a new name.ò Emery Crispin decided to cook 

breakfast first. ñWhere do you keep all of your food?ò he asked. ñIn the cabinet.ò ñWhat do you want for 

breakfast?ò ñBacon and eggs and toast.ò He cooked the food, and took it over to his Grandpa. ñHereôs 

your breakfast.ò The Grandpa said, ñThank you,ò and Emery Crispin said, ñYouôre welcome.ò ñWhere do 

you keep your lawn mower?ò ñIn the barn.ò He mowed the lawn on the side of the driveway so when 

people turned off the road, they will know thereôs a car coming. He did all of it and his Grandpa gave him 

The Boy Who Mowed the Lawn and Made Breakfast.  
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Kaydenôs Story 

There was a friendly girl named Lily who loves fast cats. And once she wanted to change her name 

because she wanted something that was true about her, not Lily. And then she went and sat by a tree and 

thought of her new name. She thought of the name ñWho Could Sneak Up On an Owl Easier than 

Anybody.ò And she found the owl tree in front of the tree she was sitting under, and tried to be quiet but 

then she stepped on a twig and the twig broke and made a sound and the owls woke up and flew away. 

And then she thought, ñI know what my new name should be. Who Can Run Faster than a Cattish Dog 

Better Than Anybody.ò A cattish dog is a dog that acts like a cat. It likes to play with yarn, it likes to play 

with mice, it likes cat toys. It eats dog food, and it looks like a dog. And it moves very fast. Then she went 

home to her parents and asked if she could have that name. And her Mom and her Dad said, ñGo past the 

Salmon Lake, go to the cabin thatôs near it and ask the man who is there if you can have that name.ò So 

Lily did as she was told and when she arrived at the cabin, she asked if she could have that name, and he 

said, ñLetôs see.ò And he bring out a cattish dog and they raced. When she was far ahead of him, the 

cattish dog thought she was behind. When she got to the finish line, the dog got there three minutes after 

her, and then she yelled ñI did it! I did it!ò And so she has that name. 

 

 

Chechioôs story 

Once there was a boy name Spider Boy, but he did not like that name. 

His parents met old man Grandfather by his cedar house and he said, ñName him óEagle Boyô.ò The 

parents told him and he thought about it and liked it because eagles fly really FAST! And Eagle Boy liked 

to swim and run really fast too! 

Eagles have really good eyesight and so did Eagle Boy. When he hunts wiht his Dad he can see deer on 

the mountain a mile away. 

Eagle Boy and his family lived happily ever after. 

 

A big thank you to Stephen, James, Molo and Buddha for coming in and doing the drumming this 

afternoon. It was pretty amazing to realize that we had representatives of the Nez Pierce, Siletz, Chumash, 

Apache and Tutuni tribes in the Center of our school. 

 

Kate 
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M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  
 

 ñSIDEWAYS STORIES FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL,ò was a complete hit with the Middles. From their prized seats 

in the front row of the first balcony, they were on the edge of their chairs from the opening notes. They 

have been expecting me to turn them into 

apples ever since. It is very satisfying to take 

students to this theaterða gorgeous new art-

filled buidling in downtown Portland. The 

environment brings out the best in the 

children. Thank you to Sharon Bergerson for 

transporting a group of students and to Stuart 

Ford and Rebecca Blackwell for joining us 

and chaperoning and Sue Parks-Hilden for 

arranging the tickets and guiding the students 

in how to be an intelligent audience. It is rare 

and special for peopleðadults or childrenðto 

experience live theater.  Ask me: Whatôs the 

deal with the apples? Who is Mrs. Gorf? What 

did I notice about the use of music during the 

play? What impressed me the most? 

 

These closing days of school are not going to be easy for me. The sadness that I have kept at bay for the 

last few weeks is right on the surface today. Something wet was running down my face on the way to 

school this morning, and it wasnôt rain. I shared how I am feeling during our check-in this morning, which 

I was at first reluctant to do (not wanting to make the kids feel bad) but which seemed exactly the right 

step when the time came to do so. As I said to the students, ñIf you werenôt such a great class, this 

wouldnôt be so hard.ò We have talked about my plans for next year, which include staying in the area.  Ask 

me: What are my thoughts about Jackieôs retirement? When will we be seeing her at school next year? 

 

This is a remarkable school. With all the reflection Iôve been doing 

lately about my years of teaching, the schools Iôve been in, and these 

students in particular, I have recognized that NVS offers a way of 

teaching and learning that is also seen in many public schoolsébut 

only for the very few studens who are identified as ñtalented and 

gifted,ò a designation which carries with it extra government funds. 

At NVS we know that every one of our children is talented and 

gifted, and we teach in a way that builds on and hones the gifts. The 

presence of the arts, connection with nature, small groups, 

collaborative learning, and integrated studiesðhallmarks of best 

practices in TAG programs--are all present here everyday for all of 

our students. In the many years and many places I have taught, the 

changes brought me to increasingly satisfying situations. This is the 

best of the best. How grateful I am for my five years at NVS. 
 

Looking Ahead  This weekðCrazy Hair day on Friday plus spaghetti for lunch. Next weekðtrip to the tide pools 

on Monday (weather permitting), Step-up day Tuesday, Field Day Wednesday, Talent Show and Graduation on 

Friday. Join up whenever you can. 

 

Jackie 

 


