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Friday Community Schéelbl9 2 Marchl9)
March Sun 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Fri 19 Spring EquindX_abyrinth Walk
Mon 22 NO SCHOORSpring Break Begins
Mon 29 NO SCHOO®Staff Planning Day
Tue 30 Return from Break

Fedede ek ke ke Xk

Gat her ®r ounds ar-B:50anwunlesg notdtedifferendyd ay 11: 30
Morning Music is every Monday-8:88am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcortejoin us!!

HEAD OF ScHooL Notes

|l 6ve met some wonderful people with NVS ties in
in the 70s and told me some amusing and heartfelt stories about being a student at the school. He and his
wife Jude and their daugntkilliana may relocate here. Former teacher Matt Love came by to talk with

Ran and me about his upcoming boGknme Refugeayhich chronicles a period of great personal growth
during his time at NVS and how he renovated the Nestucca Bay Wildlife Refddnesdife in the

process. | received an exciting email about alumna Katie Krueger, sister of Helen, and the US Department
of State Critical Language Scholarship she has been granted to study all summer at a university in
Istanbul, Turkey. On Tuesday, ligdor a terrific massage by another alumna, Kelly WhitBaypcock,

who has just opened a massage therapy practice
Gallery. | say paid for because Kelly has given the school a free certificate &msage, which will go to

the top Vacation Raffle ticket seller this week
all a reminder of the talented, creative people this school attracts and nurtures.

One of those people is Kaileen Barleyyain her three years at NVS has sidAgéandedly reinvented the

of fice and computer system. It i s with great sa
spring. Kail eends husband Chris, who deens a tel
working in the Portland/ Seattle area for months

enough about what a great support Kaileen has been to me this year and how much | will miss her sense ¢
humor, unflappable equanimity, and readficeency to tackle any project. Fortunately, Kaileen is willing

to stay long enough to train the next administrative assistant, and we will all have time to appreciate her
before the end of the year. | know her departure is going to be tough on evemgyoashe has worked so
closely with parents, staff and students in her time here. We are all going to miss her!

Things will be hopping here in the week and a half before Spring Break. Students are taking field trips to
an insect museum, anarcticmusedmy di t hés gall ery and Lakeview Se
planting trees and taking swimming lessons. The second session of Friday Community School will wind
up on March 19, the same day we will welcome our new visiting artist, set designer Tieiddtalpknow

the students will enjoy it all and learn a lot in the process.

Julie



VACATION RAFFLE Notes

The Vacation Raffle is one of two vitally important parent fundraisers that bring in basic operating

revenue (the Harvest Festival is the other). ltds one
We need all parents and fri  ends of the school  to help sell tickets, and quickly, since the drawing

date, April 30, is only about six weeks away.

The tickets arend6t that hard to sell to people you Kknc
to Maui, Puerta Vallarta, the  Oregon Coast or whatever destination they choose. Many people are

especially willing to help when you tell them that their ticket purchase benefits NVS and helps make it

possible for your child to attend.

One of the best ways we know to generate interest is to send out one of the enticing electronic posters
Kaileen will attach to this issue of the Voice, along with an order form and Vacation Raffle flyer to
people on your email list . In fact, sending them to your entire email list or 100 closest friends  (with
a note from you explaining how important the school is to you and your child) can be a very effective
strategy. Your friends and family can mail in order forms or call the office with credit card information.

Having you ask them s the factor that can make our raffle a success.

Next week, the mailing for the Vacation Raffle goes out to our mailing list, so we expect tickets to begin
selling in earnest. Kaileen needs parent help in the office to copy and print order forms, deliver posters to
busy locations, replenish those posters with fresh order forms and fill out ticket stubs. The tickets must
be filled out by hand, and we will need hundreds written in the coming weeks. Please see Kaileen about
performing this important work.

To get t hi s swifte&rdasng startiwe will award a certificate for a FREE 60 -minute
massage by Kelly Whitney  -Babcock to the person with the highest ticket sales by March 19.
Ask your friends to list you as the seller on their order forms; we will ask all callers who to thank for

asking them to buy tickets. Good luck, Everyone!

ADVENTURERS OCLASS Notes

If | keep writing, AWow, we have been so busy!o | &m
going on in our classroom. We are quite busy; they are doing so much, but because they are grounded in a love of

learning andh bubbling inquisitiveness and the learning is done as an open invitation to various explorations, rather

than being tiring, ités invigorating. We wonder why

propels them through their days.

If you count young 4egged creatures along with all thée®jged, we are now a classroom of 12. A salamander
lives in our creek/tank, and although not yet named, has quite a following of fond observers/wonderers. Thank you
t o Rachel 6s heaoiderbrother Brengawho allawed ys to adopt the remaining salamander from

his collection. We know not the type: salamander ? n
fast! o AYeah, way faster t hats, hawenuch tim&e/lGelikes tgspendiswaterg a
versus out, and all/l ot her aspects of its I|Iife, but

thunk a slimy 4egged would foster such joy!

For a couple of weagksyomaw,wiKat itehées Abdeveem tdiaiemr s, st ar
movingt hr ough ot hers such as 6downward dog, 6 6cat, 6 O
especially déairplane. 6 | havédaa makei apl &SuinniSat es @
been teaching, and | ast week she taught them the O0W
Most of the Adventurers follow along, making the corresfrogndoises (the buildingsedto be a larn, after all!),

working oninterandintras pat i al relationships (your own bodyébs s

own height, length, weight, etc.), following directions, mirroring others movements, putting poses into memory and
learning new ones.



Work on our play is going well; the first act has been reenacted for the benefit of all, along with iba afldit

song, so:wetborse odfofiincgi aal musi cal ! I mu ane of thehmillemembbea t |

or want to say their lines when it comes time for a performance, but it sure willbe afpninany i f t hat 6 s
turns out!

Webre working on two new musically related activiti
thatt hey play on (and serenaded me with as | |l ay dyi ng

with other instruments, so we borrowed a variety from the music area and did some explorations with them. Katie
showed them what was in the baskkeé correct way to hold and use them, and the different sounds that they
produce. She also introduced the idea of O0starté an
followed her lead. | used rhythmic hand clapping to show themthosge rhythms can be replicated with their
instruments. And next ti me, we 06| | work on crescendo

The other music related activity is a song that webo
Pirtles o n g ; I think her winters happen in Minnesota or

Are the birds in the field? No! No! No! The sun is hiding and the cold wind blows,
And the temperatureds staying pretty | ow. I cané6t wai't

lcanét wait for Spring to come,
And the daffodils bloominginthenednay sun. | canoét

Do | need my hat? And mittens too? Look out the window, the sky is blug
And the sun is shining throughanddhu gh. | candét wai

I canét wait for Spring to come,

And the daffodils bloominginthenednay sun. | canoét
When Spring has come, hereb6s wha
dew,

And 10611 dance, dance, dance Oti

I candét wait for Spri

g to come, for the cold to go,
And the daffodils blooming inthenednay s un

n
u I can6t wait for Spring!

ASK ME

g abouttheseedswel ant ed and what theydre doing and the boo

g to show you my favorite yoga pos&dato do some with me
g§ to sing the song with me, even though you dondét Kkr
§ what | think about the sal amander, and what itbés r

Thank you for all you do!

Kate



EXPLOR ERSOCLASS Notes

On Monday morning, during Gardens and Grounds, we went for a walk close to the big creek with

Katie a nd the Adventurers. Our goal was to spot signs that spring is on the way, and it was a
successful trip. Some of the things the children noticed included tiny buds poking through the moist
ground, baby ferns, and lush moss; we were quite taken by the beauty of it all, and it was a lovely
way to begin the week.

Speaking of moist earth, this week we dug into our insect study, drawing detailed pictures of insects,

reading about different species, and even writing abou
oponderous borer,6 the |l argest beetle in Orimsegcton, and c
Museum in Salem next Thursday, March 18th . As of now we have enough drivers and chaperones for

our trip and | will have more details (including a map and directions) next week. If you have any

other questions please let me know. Thanks!

Last Thursday we had our second knitting lesson with Tara and Tracy. The children could barely
contain themselves once Tara and Brandon were spotted wal king from t he

here! 1té6s time to knit again!oé Having Tracy assi st we
breather decorated their knitting bags. |1 dve hbed a col
knitting again this week, and a look of excitement and relief when | tell them indeed we will! Thanks

again to Tara and Tracy for this wonderful learning opportunity

Ask Medseé

éwhat are the three parts of an i,

éhow does a clicktdfzetl e defend il
e

éwhat does Oexoskeletondé mean?

éhow many | egs does an insect hayv

éis a spider an insect?

éhow do insects help people?

éwhat did we |l ook for during our on Mc
éhow have our seeds changed? What

é w h adid we bake yesterday?

€t o r lduat tlo Living Thing with you

éwhat our | etter of the week i s, hat c

€ to remember my knitting supplies tomorrow
éto read with you 20 minutes each

I hope you all have a wonderful week.
Jenny



YOUNGERS CLASS Notes

At our Gatherround today Youngers students presented the work -in-progress they
are doing to get ready for another presentation next Thursday at the Arctic museum. Before
a friendly audience of their peers, the students explained what their research was about and
answered questions. The experience will help them think about what else they need to do for the
final projects.

In addition to the museum trip next week, we'll be trying again to plant some trees to help
restore the Little Nestucca River watershed. Last Monday's trip was scrapped because of adult
miscommunication rather than bad weather. If the rains hold off th is coming Monday afternoon,
we'll drive out to plant trees on a tributary in the Little Nestucca estuary, a prime salmon
rearing area. By stabilizing the bank and (eventually) shading th e stream, the trees we plant
will contribute to the estuary's vitality. All students under age 8 must have booster seats for
this trip. Contact John or Kate if you're interested in helping with the driving or the planting.

It's been an u nusual week at mo rning recess because we've had the field to ourselves, while
the Middles and Olders take swimming lessons in Lincoln City. Always adaptable,  the Youngers
immediately set up their own game of "Fishy Fishy." The olders students’ swimming raises an
obvious question: When is ours? The answer: Lessons begin April 5, the day after Easter.

Conversation starters . . .

How is Fishy Fishy played?

How many players do you need for a good game?

What happened at Gather'round today?

What questions did people ask abo ut the research projects?

What are the other kids' project topics?

What new things have you learned about the Arctic this week?

Who is Neeluk and what sorts of things do he and his Inupiaq friends do?
How do you play "What's My Number" for three -digit numb ers?

Chechio, last week's special assistant, changed the school day count to 110 in our classroom
on Tuesday. All of us are well on our way toward "next year." We have about three months
left in which to learn and grow. Thanks for everything you do a t home to support that
progress, including rest, exercise, nutrition, conversation, reading and playing around with
math. -

Have a good week. '

John
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AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

Well. The Borrowers have been discovered. Pod was out getting a china cup for his wife when a child in
the house saw him, and then helped him down the curtain. Climbing a curtain with a china cup tucked
under one arm would be tricky; even though Pod was
from the child was appreciated. So the story goes, as does the sewing. Most of the pillows are close to
being done and ready to be stuffed; the process of learning how to thread a needle is being learned (I
hate to say it, but their eyesight is WAY better than mine!), and going up and down instead of around the
edges of the material is being taught and remembered as well. Once all their heads are nesting cozily on

their pillows 16l1 share a picture of their accompl
Making sentences using reading words continues, and
space, 0 is becoming second nature. [€dgible iwritingadodlean, t y  t
spacious writing is pretty amazing. | also find myself enjoying the Youngers and their camaraderie with

one another. Asking someone fdfwhat does an o6-dowvns,] oo k

rather they seem to have an uncanny sense about each others strengths and weaknesses, and are
willing to lend support when needed.

There were some hurt feelings from music the other day which we talked through in class (Eric did music
with them in the afternoon since he was gone in the morning), and ended up playing a couple of different

games. Remember the one that starts with one perso
goes around the circle? They did that, and laughed uproariously when the last person reported what

theydd heard. I wi sh now | could remember; some o0
questioned the rightness of repeating the words, S C
should say t hem. I t wa s n 6doff pobrly,tit was linghe bearmg/sharimgeandhla d s |

appreciated the fact that he acted on his own moral compass in that regard.

The other game involved multi-tasking, with each child holding an object and carrying on two
conversations at once, witheachper son sitting next to them. AThis is
heart. Oh, a star. o While confusing to begin with,
game, quite impressed with the ability to keep rhythm, words, motion and focus all together.

Kate

M IDDLES OCLASS Notes

Swimming is progressing very well with two fabulous teachers helping
Middles and OldersStudents are working in two groudp®ne for the more|
experienced swimmers and the other for those whacameentratingon |
their technique with the crawl. The kids work hard and keep their fol

Christi and Lissa. Many thanks to the drivers who are making our
participation possible: Linda Link, Dave Bergersdfaren Strober, ands

surprised me this we@kVhat have | improved on?
Reading aloud is going to be deaturein the homework packet for the next couple of monBysnow you have

probably had a chance to read the article about why
included in the homework packeThis series of assignments comes from a guide designed to help children build

comprehes i on . Each | esson includes a ATip of the Weeko
specific skills and standards. For example, the passage this week addresses the skill of recognizing prin
conventionswhich is connected with the Natioa | Standard fAuses text features

would like more information about the skills, standards, or lesson, please feel fafle with me after school or
call me before 9:00 PMb03970-3078. Ask me to read aloud with you. [Kavith me about the passage and help
me answer the questions.






