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 Volume XVII1, No. 25  March 31, 2010 
 

********  

April 
   Thurs 1 Mentor Projects Presented at 6pm 
   Tue 6 Poetry Potluck at 6pm 
   Mon 19 Turn off TV Week  

Thurs 22 Earth Day 
   Mon 26 No School ²Staff Planning Day   
   Fri 30 Vacation Raffle Drawing at 6:30pm  

Fri 30 Treasure Island presented by the Olders 7pm at NVS 
   Sat 31 Treasure Island presented by the Olders 7pm at Eden Hall 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

The first Saturday morning of Spring Break, Rick Chatterton, KJ Konink, Tavita Scanlan and Jeff 

Kimbrough appeared at school to help Sue and Tim assemble the set for Treasure Island. They were an 

incredibly efficient crew, and the stage was stripped, rebuilt, and even whitewashed by 1 p.m. Sue and KJ 

made a foray into the drama closet and came out with all sorts of costume elements. This Friday in art our 

students will begin converting the set into a tropical paradise with paint. Want to get in on the fun? We will 

have another work party at 10 a.m. Saturday April 3 to begin assembling the cardboard elements of the set 

and build the dock. We can use those with some construction experience, but anyone can lend a hand. Thanks 

to all of you who showed up to help on March 20 and who have been offering Sue aid in the meantime. This is 

definitely shaping up to be a terrific group effort. 
 

Next week we will celebrate Poetry Week with poet Amy Minato , who comes to us from Portland. She will 

be working with the classes on Monday and Tuesday to produce poetry that she and students will share at the 

Poetry Potluck. Everyone is invited to bring a dish and a poem to share (either one youôve written or one you 

love) on Tuesday, April 6 at 6 p.m. Note the change in date! 
 

Iôm pleased to announce that Erika Funseth, the mother of Adventurer DJ, is the winner of the massage from 

Kelly Whitney-Babcock of Pacific City. She sold the most Vacation Raffle tickets by March 19. This week, the 

class that sells the most tickets will receive an ice-cream party, so do your best, students, and your classmates 

will thank you! I want to thank all of you who have been working so hard to promote the raffle. We have just a 

month to go, so donôt put it off any longerðit can take your friends and acquaintances time to decide which 

vacation to choose, so you want to give them plenty of lead time. 
 

I hope to see many of you at school when Olders Gus Strober, Jade Sowle, Carl Wiegan and Ben Patterson 

present their Mentor Projects at 6 p.m. this Thursday, April 1. These four students (with the assistance of 

other Olders) have partnered with professionals in fields that interest them, learning more about what itôs like 

to be a pastry chef, detective, baker or baseball player. Come witness (and I hope taste) some of the skills and 

information they mastered as they describe their multi-week projects.  
 

Have a wonderful holiday weekend with your family and friends! 

 

Julie 
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Parent Vacation Raffle Update! 

 
Selling for the Vacation Raffle has begun in earnest, and we need YOUR HELP!  
First, a big THANK YOU to those who have been selling tickets. We are very close to having the 
vacations paid for, the first step in making the raf fle a success. 
 
NOW WE NEED TO START MAKING THE VACATION RAFFLE PAY! The sales we make from this 
point on will go directly to our operating budget, paying for the schoolõs operating costs that we donõt 
make from tuition (operating costs include staff pay, t he great programming your children enjoy, 
insurance, electricity and all the bills we need to pay to keep NVS going into June). Essentially, the profits 
keep us up and running (and free parents from paying higher tuition next year).  
 
Check out this suggestion from teacher and parent Amy Henderson:   

This week Iõm getting out my stamps and envelopes and mailing raffle flyers to my siblings, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and more. I donõt like the idea of sending just the flier (it feels too much like a cold call), so 
Iõm also including either a handwritten note or a copy of the Voice to help them understand why itõs so 
worthwhile to invest in a childõs education at NVS. Here are a few more ideas to help you with that saleé 

¶ Include a handwritten note from your child that explains why they love NVS 

¶ Include a handwritten note as a parent, explaining why you chose to send your child to NVS 

¶ Share a copy of the Echo with family and friends 

¶ Invite folks to come take a tour of NVS 

¶ Send them to www.neskowinvalleyschool.com so they can learn more about NVS. 

KAILEEN NEEDS YOUR HELP IN THE OFFICE, too.  Every ticket sold needs a ticket filled out by 
hand. She has LOTS of sold tickets and needs parents to come to the office to fill them out. Come in any 
time you have 20 minutes to spendñmorning, noon, or just before pick -up time. She will be glad to set 
you up with some tickets.  
 
THANKS, EVERYONE! WE HAVE A GOOD START ñLETõS KEEP GOING! 
 
 
The Oldersõ class is working to help bring you updates on the progress of the raffle. Weõve posted a 
board by the main doors where you can check back for regular updates on the sales of the tickets.  
If you havenõt already done so, here are a few basic steps you can take to get your sales going:  
 
V Sit down as a family (make sure you have some snacks on the table to help you along) and make a 

list of places to put up posters and people to offer tickets to.  

V Plan a time each week to send e-mails and mail, or post fliers throughout town. You may eve n 

want to assign each family member certain people and places on your list.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.neskowinvalleyschool.com/
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Last Thursday: 

The Olders and Middles were on their trip to swimming lessons.  

The Youngers were visiting the Arctic Museum in Monmouth.  

The Explorers were at the Insect Museum in Salem.  

 

And we realized that we were ALONE in the building, all by ourselves! (Well, almost: Jackie was upstairs in her 

classroom, and Kaileen was working in the office).  WOW! What do you do when youôre alone in a school, the only 

class there, with all these COOL rooms, nooks and crannies? 

So we explored the school, every single room. We found the rings on the fingers of the skeleton in the Olders 

classroom and the dictionary hidden in the bookcase; counted the elephants on the wall-hanging and asked about the 

two masks in the Middles classroom, touched the ceiling and got locked outside on the balcony in the Youngers 

classroom, admired Rosie and saw pictures of ourselves in the Explorers classroom, shared the palm tree shade with 

Kaileen in the Office, pretended to be teachers in the office by sitting around the meeting table, and jumped off the 

stage in the Auditorium.  

 

We walked through the kitchen, explored the Library on our own and walked up and down both staircases. More to 

see, so weôll find it on our next Adventure! 

 

We sat down together on Friday and worked on putting a schedule in place with all the various activities we do. I 

wrote them all down (yoga, reading words, street music, etc.) and after thinking and talking about their days here, 

they made decisions about when they wanted to do their seed and sweet potato observations and drawings and 

storytelling. When we make Aprilôs calendar today (I do that with any help thatôs offered), weôll be adding the cards 

alongside it, as well as putting them on the calendar.  

 

Happy five-and-a-half birthday to Aleah on the first of April! And Happy Spring to all of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASK ME 

what you do if you have the job of feeding the salamander! 

about the new puzzles in the classroom 

about the ólunchô card that Kate made that makes me laugh! 

about the new art exploration that weôre doing with Katie 

 

Welcome back! Itôs wonderful to see everyone. As I said on the 19th of March ñIôm going to miss you for a 

gazillion years,ò and I did. 

 

Kate 
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EXPLORERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Welcome back! Judging by the stories shared yesterday, everyone had a fun Spring Vacation. It was also 

apparent that the class was very excited to be reunited, and I was touched by the joy I observed throughout the 

day. Just before the break we visited the Insect Museum at the Department of Agriculture in Salem, and what a 

success that was! The class listened respectfully, asked educated questions, and shared their knowledge--I 

think we may have some future entomologists among us. Thanks again to Tracy and Karen for driving, and 

Frank, Andrew and Tara for joining us . This week we will continue our study of insects, as well as some 
Easter projects. 

On Wednesday, April 15th, we'll be going to Driftwood Library for a tour and story time with Tina in 

honor of national Library Week. We'll leave NVS around 9:30, and return by noon. If you can join us let me 
know. 

Ask Me's... 

...what did we bake with Katie Tuesday? 

 
...what is our letter of the week? 

...to read In the Tall Tall Grass with you 

...to say Here is a Bunny for you 

...what we did in Art on Friday 

...to read with you 20 minutes each day 

I hope you all have a wonderful week. 

Jenny 

 

 

YOUNGERS  CLASS  Notes  
 
Students returned from spring vacation this week with no observable "bump" in their  willingness to 

pitch in and get things done. They clearly enjoyed being back among their school friends. And we 

had the extra excitement of a visitor --Kieahna Carson, Kaileen's younger sister fro m Wenatchee, 

Wash., who is spending the week with us  in the classroom.  

    Chechio asked, "Are we still studying the Arctic?" After our triumphant trip to the  museum on 

March 18, it was a good question. We're finishing up some reading that was interrupted  by the 

vacation , but once that's  complete we'll  take a break from arctic studies and focus on other things, 

including the play we're preparing for a May  performance. La ter in May we'll return to our arctic 

studies to get ready for a celebration of  cultures  in  cooperation with the other classes.  

    I plan to go back to the museum in the next couple of weeks to retrieve the students' display 

boards. Those were left with the museum staff and were already on display as we left the museum 

that day.  
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    In addit ion to work on our own play, Youngers students are already involved in the community 

effort to support the Olders' version of "Treasure Island." They worked with Tim Stapleton before 

the break on scale models of the stage set, and this week began working w ith Eric and Sue on a song 

for the April 30 opening of the play.  

  

Conversation starters . . .  

How did you like learning a song for the "Treasure Island" play?  

In which part of the play will the song be sung?  

What was the best thing about working on models  of the "Treasure Island" stage?  

What  have you learned about this week's visitor, Kieahna?  

Are you looking forward to  swimming lessons beginning next Monday?  

  

    Homework packets resume today after a spring break holiday. As always, its main goal is  to 

give parents a window  into our work at school. Please ask your child to talk about "how  we do this in 

class." If you have any other  questions about anything on the homework, please ask me.  

   Have a good week and a Happy Easter.   John  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS  
Welcome back everyone! As we sat together yesterday and everyone shared some ñgoodò and ñbadò 
things from their spring breaks, it sounded like the time was fun and well-spent for all. And so nice to sit 
with them and look on their faces again!  
 
I see a lot more confidence when they sit down to read with me. Their capacity to sound out words is 
growing steadily, and those words that they already know are coming off the tips of their tongues more 
and more quickly. 
 
I started showing them how the consonant blends in one word they know apply to other words with the 
same blend. For example, ógreenô has the ógrô blend, so I wrote down other words that begin with ógrô so 
they could experiment with recognizing the beginning and sounding out the rest of the words. Once weôre 
all familiar with some common blends, weôll be going on word hunts to find and write down more. The 
little light that goes off in their eyes when they realize they know more than they think is such a delightful 
thing to witness! I love their love of learning! 
 
And Iôm looking forward to swimming lessons that start on Monday and go for the next two weeks!  
 
ASK ME 

§ what blends I know and what blends Iôm learning! 
§ about our visitor Kieahna and what fun weôre having with her 
§ how Iôm feeling about our upcoming swimming lessons 
 
Happy Spring to everyone! 
 
Kate 
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M IDDLES õ CLASS  Notes  

 
Returning from Spring Break   It was a more confident, mature, and attentive group that gathered in the Middlesô 

room yesterday morning. We had a great dayðfocused, productive, and fun. Every day for the next four weeks, 

three of our classmates (Cole, Madison, and Wyatt) will be involved in play practice for the last half of the morning, 

so the six who are in the classroom will use the time to work on small group and individual projects. Tuesday we 

planned our Gather óRound presentation on earthquake safety, which we shared with 

the rest of the school today. 

 

Print Making  with Judith Schlicting. The Middles were awe sstruck last 

Wednesday as they pulled prints from their linographs. In critiquing their work on 

Thursday, they made thoughtful observations about the ways printmaking allow for 

repetition and variationðeach print holding 

the same design but with unique patterns of 

ink. One Middle commented that he wanted 

to keep the smudged edges because ñit shows 

the artist being there.ò  We are all very 

grateful to Judith for her time, talent, and 

love of teaching. 

 

Winter Friday Classes gave Middles 

opportunities to dance, draw, paint, write, 

and join in other learning activities of their choice. Last Friday, the various 

classes were able to present their learning for an audience of other students and 

adults. Sam, Lael, Jared, and Madison recited poems they had memorized. 

Emma, Maggie, Mira, and Cole showed poise and grace through movement.  

 

Picking up the Timelines  So much to do; so little time. Pressing activities prior 

to spring break forced us to set the timelines aside for a while, but we got back to 

them this week. A lot of challenging measuring and some math was applied to the 

charts today. Next we will pencil in the events that various students brought in 

with their homework assignments. The National Standards for history suggest 

that students at this age should know how to ñconstruct time lines in 

significant historical developments that mark at evenly spaced intervals 

the years, decades, and centuries,ò and ñinterpret data presented in time 

lines (e.g., identify the time at which events occurred; the sequence in 

which events developed; what else was occurring at the time) .ò (Clicking 

on the underlined words will link you to the National Standards at 

www.mcrel.org.)  Having completed our own individual life lines, we are 

building a six-century timeline which we will add to throughout the month.   I 

will present other standards and benchmarks that shape our Renaissance study in 

subsequent Voice notes. 

 

Looking ahead  April 5 and 6, visiting poet Amy Minato will work in each classroom. The Poetry Potluck has been 

moved to Tuesday, April 6, 6:00 PM. Students will read and recite their own and othersô poems. Our visit to 

Lakeview will occur April 13 or 14. We will meet with their ñPoetsô Cornerò group to share our poetry and hear 

theirs, then we will have lunch with the residents.  Turn-Off-TV Week (which really means ñNo Screen Weekò) 

comes up April 19-25. 

  

Jackie  

 

http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=146&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=146&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=146&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=147&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=147&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/reference.asp?item=benchmark&BenchmarkID=147&subjectID=3
http://www.mcrel.org/

