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 Volume XVII1, No. 22  March 3, 2010 
 

********  
          Friday Community School (Feb 19th ² March 19th) 
  March  Sun 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
    Fri 19 Spring Equinox / Labyrinth Walk 
    Mon 22 NO SCHOOL ²Spring Break Begins 
    Mon 29 NO SCHOOL ²Staff Planning Day 
    Tue 30 Return from Break 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

Announcing the retirement of a beloved NVS teacher is a solemn occasion. Middles teacher Jackie Farah 

has been teaching at NVS for five years, including last year when she also generously served as the 

Interim Head of School, and we will celebrate all she has contributed to the school when she retires in 

June. It is hard for me to imagine the school without Jackieôs calm, smiling, confident presence, and each 

of you has experiences that define what you will miss about seeing her each day at school. She has served 

the NVS and the Middles in particular with incredible care and thoughtful fortitude, and certainly 

embodies the best of NVS teaching with her patience, flexibility, creativity and strong attention to her 

students.  

 

At the same time, I feel a lot of joy about Jackie getting to spread her wings in longed-for directions, and I 

suspect we will still see her around school quite a bit next year. It is a luxury to know so far in advance 

about her retirementðit gives us lots of time to treasure her presence in the meantime! 

 

Of course that brings up questions about classroom teachers for next fall. Iôm happy to say that the rest of 

our teaching staff plan to stay next year, so Jenny and Amy will continue to teach the Explorers and 

Olders as capably as ever. I have offered Kate a full-time position as the Youngers teacher and John will 

replace Jackie in the Middles. I will be hiring a new teacher for the Adventurers. 

 

As you consider these changes, remember that Iôm glad to talk with you about questions and concerns. A 

shift in expectations can be both invigorating and disconcerting, so I encourage you to talk with your 

children about their feelings and perceptions as well. 

 

Be sure to congratulate Jackie on this important milestone! 

 

Julie 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes  
 

 

 

Book Orders DUE Friday the 5
th
 by 3pm 
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

The noise you heard in the classroom the other day was the sound of children giggling as they let a 
caddis fly larva tickle its way across their hands! We spied it during outside time, as we were watching 
new specimens of creek water settle. Someone noticeŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǘǿƛƎ ƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
everyone took guesses as to what it was, and why it was moving. Now the caddis fly larva is submerged 
somewhere in our aquarium, along with a multitude of other creek animals, including scud, tiny spiders, 
newly hatched mosquitoes, and teensy-tiny slugs that leave their marks around the glass sides of their 
new home. Two chairs are now situated by the shelving that holds the aquarium, and the Adventurers 
take time out from their other activities to look over the edge and see if they see anything new or 
unusual. 
 
Things are growing in the classroom. Newly discovered roots (and the beginning of a leaf!) are pushing 
out of our sweet potatoes; we have one growing in soil now, and hope to be adding another one or two 
as soon as we discern that indeed there is a stem coming from the top. With Katie at Gardens and 
DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
roots and stems begin coming out from there as well. And since ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎΩ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǎ 
well! 
 
While weΩre not ready to put it on, their play is coming along wonderfully! The first act has been done 
twice now, once with people missing, and once with everyone in attendance. Knowing that being able to 
ǘŜƭƭκǎƘƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƳǇǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛr parts from Act One in their heads. And a 
ǎƻƴƎΣ ǘƻ ōƻƻǘΗ !ŦǘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀŎǘǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
for a good time to do the production. 
 
ASK ME 

§ if the caddis fly tickled my hand, and what I thought of it  
§ what I planted with Katie 
§ how my sweet potato is doing 
§ about my new reading words and sentences 
§ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ  
 
I hope you all have a great week! 
 
Kate  
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EXPLORERS CLASS  Notes  

 

[ŀǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ½ŀŎ Ǝƻǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
how helpful it would be to have another experienced knitter present to help--someone like Tracy!  Both 
Tara and Tracy will be here tomorrow working with the children on their knitting in the afternoon, and 
the class is looking forward to their second lesson. Please be sure your child brings their knitting 
materials to school tomorrow, including their knitting bag, ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ Thanks again 
to Tracy, Tara and Zac for all their help and patience, and to Tara for supplying us with the lovely yarn 
and organizing the lessons. Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 

This week we will complete our study of other cultures. On Monday we wrote a letter to Sabine and 
{ŜǊŀƛƴŀΩǎ friends in Switzerland, which we will send. We hope to hear back from them. Last week our 
emphasis was on Ghana in West Africa, where one of our favorite stories originated from. This has been 
ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǎǘƻǊies from other cultures throughout the year. Next 
ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǘ ƻƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ for the meadow critters to wake up for spring. The class 
is very excited about this, as am I, and weΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎΦ I have also scheduled 
ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ LƴǎŜŎǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ {ŀƭŜƳ. It was featured in Oregonian last month, and contains 
more than 150,000 specimens! A big thank you to Tracy for bring the this gem to my attention. ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
going on Thursday, March 18th, leaving NVS at 8:45 and returning by 3:00. If you can join us please let 
me know. 
!ǎƪ aŜΩǎΧ 
Χǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻōƛƴ wŜŘōǊŜŀǎǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŀƪŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
Χǿhat I drew for the children in Switzerland 
ΧǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ 
Χǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƪƴƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ 
...what we did in Gardens and Grounds with Katie 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ t9 ǿƛǘƘ YŀǊŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
Χǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ нл Ƴƛnutes each day 
 

I hope you all have a great week. 
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS  CLASS  Notes  

 
    Youngers students are choosing Arctic research topics this week and will be getting ready for 

presentations at Gather'round on March 10 and at the Monmouth museum  March 18. This is 

the topic  line -up so far: Bleiz, Arctic light and dark; Chechio, Arctic bears; E.C., hunting tools; 

Hunter, seals; Kayden, caribou; Lucero, baleen whales; Niko, Arctic moose; Simon, Arctic 

weasels. Students have been researching at home and this coming week will begin preparing 

materials for their display boards. It's an ambitious project  for young students, but this class 

has shown great initiative in previous projects and, equally important, the willingness to help 

each other. I'm optim istic that  they'll have fun presenting their results.  

    Yesterday Kayden brought in a set of caribou antlers  that belongs to her father, 

Howard.  They aroused much interest, including the discovery that sitting inside the horns you 

feel protected on all s ides. "Arctic carseat," Lucero said.  

     I've typed up individual sets of reading strips for the students to try to decipher. Each 

student has a color -coded set in an old  WWI doughboy hat I found in the drama closet. All are 

direct quotes from "The Cricke t in Times Square," a recent and beloved read -aloud book. Some 

of the students  have already taken up the challenge, while others  seem wary of  it. They are all 

welcome to do "research" on any reading strip. For Kayden, that meant taking one down to 

Kaileen  for help with a particularly difficult word. She came back upstairs and nailed it.  

    Thank you for help at home with last week's collections for  school day number 100. All of the 

assortments were interesting and useful as we practiced dividing 100 into e qual groups. We 

shared our collections with Middles students, and they  invited us to their room  for a collections 

tour, too.  

  

Conversation Starters . . .  

What is  the "Recycle Rap"? 

What math sentences did  the class find in objects outside?  

What's happeni ng in drama class with Sue?  

What are we painting with Sherry in art?  

How big are the antlers of a caribou?  

What did we think the various horns were meant to do?  

What are "double dates" for the class's March calendar?  

Why are we doing the calendar that way this month?  

Who is Neeluk in this week's read -aloud book? 

What kinds of things does Neeluk do with his friends and family?  

  

    The announcement of Jackie's upcoming retirement and the reassignments of me 

and Kate  next year is big news. I welcome any thoughts you have about it.  

    Have a good week. 

  

John 
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AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS  

 

Sewing pillows while reading ñThe Borrowers.ò What could be a more delightful way to spend an 

afternoon? We started them last week, and will continue to work on them (while I read) until theyôre done, 

and then maybe take up another quiet activity through the remainder of the book. 

 

When theyôre not sewing, theyôre working on creating legible sentences, with space between words, using 

capitalization and punctuation, all while putting their reading words into sentences. Itôs fun having them 

come to me with a word that they REALLY want to use in a sentence about horses, or turtles, or 

something else theyôre passionate about, and working with them until itôs figured out. I suggested ñI have 

one horse.ò to Kayden the other day, and she responded, ñBut I donôt have a horse!ò So I let everyone 

know that the sentences could be reflections of wishes they had, or just flat out use of their imaginations! 

It seemed to create a big relief to them, making me wish Iôd thought to tell them that beforehand. 

 

We use the pattern blocks for various activities these days. Yesterday I introduced the idea of ñsymmetryò 

and showed them an example, and they went and created the most eye-catching of designs! And then they 

put away all but the ones representing hundreds (red trapezoid), tens (blue rhombus) and ones (green 

triangle). And they did math. We equated the number of blocks they had to money in a savings account, 

and admired the amount they all had ($676, I believe). And then I got to tell stories! ñWhile you were 

rough housing at your friendôs house the other day, you knocked over their plasma screen TV, and to 

replace it, itôs going to cost $300.00 How much do you have now in your savings account?ò They took the 

3-100s out, and came up with the figure. ñDuring spring break, your great grandmother has said that if you 

come and help her clean up, wash windows, clean out the cow pen, etc., that sheôll pay you $120.00. How 

much do you have now?ò The more we do this, the more comfortable they are with the various attributes 

of hundreds, tens and ones. And even though thereôs some fear in dealing with these bigger numbers, 

using manipulatives and telling stories seems to be taking the fear out of their minds, so they can have fun 

while learning to do this work. 

 

ASK ME: 

§ how the sewing on my pillow is coming. 

§ who the Borrowers are 

§ ñDo you think there are Borrowers at NVS?ò 

§ ñWhat is óa place for spaceô?ò 

§ What story I told for the savings account today. 
 

Thanks for letting me spend this time with your child(ren)!  

Weôre having a great time. 

 

Kate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




