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Friday Community Schéelbl9 2 Marchl9)
March Sun 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Fri 19 Spring EquindX_abyrinth Walk
Mon 22 NO SCHOORSpring Break Begins
Mon 29 NO SCHOORStaff Planning Day

Tue 30 Return from Break
Fekkkkkik

Gat her ®r ounds ar-B:50anwunlesg notdtedifferendyd ay 11: 30
Morning Music is every Monday-8:88am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are wedme to join us!!

HEAD OF ScHooL Notes

Announcing the retirement of a beloved NVS teacher is a solemn occasion. Middles teacher Jackie Farah
has been teaching at NVS for five years, including last year when she also generously served as the
Interim Head of School, and we Wilelebrate all she has contributed to the school when she retires in
June. It is hard for me to imagine the school w
of you has experiences that define what you will miss about seeing her eatlsdagol She has served

the NVS and the Middles in particular with incredible care and thoughtful fortitude, and certainly
embodies the best of NVS teaching with her patience, flexibility, creativity and strong attention to her
students.

At the sameie, | feel a lot of joy about Jackie getting to spread her wings in lefogetirections, and |
suspect we will still see her around school quite a bit next year. It is a luxury to know so far in advance
about her retiremedtit gives us lots of time ta¢asure her presence in the meantime!

Of course that brings up questions about <cl assrtr
our teaching staff plan to stay next year, so Jenny and Amy will continue to teach the Explorers and
Oldersas capably as ever. | have offered Kate atfie position as the Youngers teacher and John will
replace Jackie in the Middles. | will be hiring a new teacher for the Adventurers.

As you consider these changes, outcesttonslamdrcontetnaA | 0
shift in expectations can be both invigorating and disconcerting, so | encourage you to talk with your
children about their feelings and perceptions as well.

Be sure to congratulate Jackie on this important milestone!

Julie

P ARENT ASSOCIATION Notes

Book Orders DUE Fridaghe 5" by 3pm



ADVENTURERS OCLASS Notes

The noise you heard in the classroom the other day was the sound of children giggling as they let a
caddis fly larva tickle its way across their hands! We spied it during outside time, as we were watching
new specimens of creek water settle. Someone n®icedl K i a0 KS Gg6A3T A& Y20AY
everyone took guesses as to what it was, and why it was moving. Now the caddis fly larva is submerged
somewhere in our aquarium, along with a multitude of other creek animals, including scud, tiny spiders,
newly hatched mosquitoes, and teensiy slugs that leave their marks around the glass sides of their

new home. Two chairs are now situated by the shelving that holds the aquarium, and the Adventurers
take time out from their other activities to look over tleelge and see if they see anything new or

unusual.

Things are growing in the classroom. Newly discovered roots (and the beginning of a leaf!) are pushing
out of our sweet potatoes; we have one growing in soil now, and hope to be adding another one or two

as soon as we discern that indeed there is a stem coming from the top. With Katie at Gardens and
DNRdzyRa 2y az2yRIé&> S@OSNR2yS LXIFIYyiSR I aSSR 27F
roots and stems begin coming out from there as well. And sindeQa 2 FFAOALFf f & al NOK
YSIFadaNBYSyia 2F {ARaQ KSAIKGaA Ay (GKS OflFraaNr2yY:
well!

Whilewe®e not ready to put it ontheir play is coming along wonderfully! The first act has been done

twice now, once with people missing, and once with everyone in attendance. Knowing that being able to
GSftftkaK2g 20KSNAR ¢KI G @2dz2Q@0S R2yS A& | 3aANBlLG oI
gAUGK2dzO (022 YIye LINBYLI &> np&ts omBS Ore in MBirthéads. A@al (0 S
az2y3az G2 o0220H ! FGSNI Y2NB ¢62N)] 2y TFdzidzNB F OGaxz
for a good time to do the production. J by

ASK ME

g If the caddis fly tickled my hand, and what | thought of it
what | planted with Katie

how my sweet potato is doing

about my new reading words and sentences
gKFEGQa OKFy3IAy3a Ay Yeé TFTNRSy
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| hope you all have a great week!

Kate




EXPLORERS CLASS Notes

[ Fald ¢KdzZNARIFI@&Qa (1yAdGAy3a fSaazy gA0GK ¢IFIN¥ FyR %
how helpful it would be to have another experienced knitter present to hetpneonelike Tracy! Both

Tara and Tracy will be here tomorrow working with the children on their knitting in the afternoon, and

the class is looking forward to their second lesd@lease be sure your child brings their knitting

materials to school tomorrow, inading their kniting bag - & 0 KS& Qf f 06 SThal®@dghiN G A
to Tracy, Tara and Zac for all their help and patience, and to Tara for supplying us with the lovely yarn

and organizing the lesson®lease let me know if you have any questions.

This week we will complete our study of other cultures. On Monday we wrote a letter to Sabine and

{ S NI fighds MBwitzerlandvhich we will sendWe hope to hear back from them. Last week our
emphasis was on Ghana in West Afrighere one ofour favorite stories originated from. This has been

'y AYOGSNBadAy3a &iddzRe I ied foR othercatiirés th@agyliiitie yedaSNeit 2 NS |
$SS1T 6SQtt 0S3IAY 2 dzNJordhg mendod yritteksyfoawdk@pifar Sprirg).difieltlass y
is very exciéed about this, asam |, ameQ NS | £ NS R& TFA Yy RA yhAve Als6 §cBediBed (1 A v
I FASETR GNALI (2 GKS 3liiwad Baluied ih @rég8nui lashnuétls aa cortains {!
more than 150,000 specimens! A big tlkayou to Tracy for brinthe this gem to my attentior? SQf f 06 S
going on Thursday, March 18 leaving NVS at 8:45 and returnlng by 3:00. If you can Jom us please let

me know. 1y 2

41 asSQax

X2 alreée a[AGGES w20AYy
XgKIG ¢S o6F1SR 2y ¢dzS
X ¢hat | drew for the children in Switzerland
Xaz2yYS airdaya 2F aALINRAyYy3

XgKIG 6SQftt 0SS aiddzRe A yis
XG2 OoONAYy3a Yeé (yAGdAy3a %
...what we did in Gardens and Grounds with Katir 5%
XgKIG 6S RAR AY t9 gAl_-
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| hope you all have a great week.
Jenny




YOUNGERS CLASS Notes

Youngers students are choosing Arctic research topics this week and will be getting ready for
presentations at Gather'round on March 10 and at the Monmouth museum March 18. This is
the topic line -up so far: Bleiz, Arctic light and dark; Chechio, Arctic bears; E.C., hunting tools;
Hunter, seals; Kayden, caribou; Lucero, baleen whales; Niko, Arctic moose; Simon, Arctic
weasels. Students have been researching at home and this coming week will begin preparing
materials for their display boards. It's an ambitious project for young students, but this class
has shown great initiative in previous projects and, equally important, the willingness to help
each other. I'm optim istic that they'll have fun presenting their results.
Yesterday Kayden brought in a set of caribou antlers  that belongs to her father,
Howard. They aroused much interest, including the discovery that sitting inside the horns you
feel protected on all s ides. "Arctic carseat," Lucero said.

I've typed up individual sets of reading strips for the students to try to decipher. Each
student has a color -coded set in an old WWI doughboy hat | found in the drama closet. All are
direct quotes from "The Cricke tin Times Square," a recent and beloved read -aloud book. Some
of the students have already taken up the challenge, while others seemwary of it. They are all
welcome to do "research” on any reading strip. For Kayden, that meant taking one down to
Kaileen for help with a particularly difficult word. She came back upstairs and nailed it.

Thank you for help at home with last week's collections for ~ school day number 100. All of the
assortments were interesting and useful as we practiced dividing 100 intoe  qual groups. We
shared our collections with Middles students, and they invited us to their room for a collections
tour, too.

Conversation Starters . . .

What is the "Recycle Rap"?

What math sentences did the class find in objects outside?
What's happeni ng in drama class with Sue?

What are we painting with Sherry in art?

How big are the antlers of a caribou?

What did we think the various horns were meant to do?
What are "double dates" for the class's March calendar?
Why are we doing the calendar that way this month?
Who is Neeluk in this week's read -aloud book?

What kinds of things does Neeluk do with his friends and family?

The announcement of Jackie's upcoming retirement and the reassignments of me
and Kate next year is big news. | welcome any thoughts you have about it.
Have a good week.

John



AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

Sewing pill ows whiwleeg sr. ®@a dMhrag ft blhuéd dBdrer a mor e de
afternoon? We started them | ast week, and wil/|
and then maybe take up another quiet activity through the remainder of the book.

When thegbérsewing, theyobére working on creating
capitalization and punctuation, all while puttd.i
come to me with a word that they REALLY want to use seatence about horses, or turtles, or
something el se theyb6re passionate about, and wo
one horse. o0 to Kayden the other day, and she re
know thd the sentences could be reflections of wishes they had, or just flat out use of their imaginations!
It seemed to create a big relief to them, makin
We use the pattern blocks for various activitiestllksey s . Yest erday | i ntroduc

and showed them an example, and they went and created the moatatyeg of designs! And then they

put away all but the ones representing hundreds (red trapezoid), tens (blue rhombus) and ones (green
triangle). And they did math. We equated the number of blocks they had to money in a savings account,
and admired the amount they al/l had ($676, | be
rough housing at vy our yodkndckedaodds their plasmasereen Tiveanatd h e r
replace it, itéds going to cost $300.00 How much
3100s out, and came up with the figure. ADouri ng
come and help her clean up, wash windows, <cl ean
much do you have now?0 The more we do this, the
of hundreds, tens and ones. And even thoughthd s some fear in dealing wi
using manipulatives and telling stories seems to be taking the fear out of their minds, so they can have fun
while learning to do this work.

ASK ME:

how the sewing on my pillow is coming.

who the Borrowers are

ADo you think there are
AWhat i s O6a place for sp
What story | told for the savings account today.

w W W W W

Thanks for letting me spend this time with your child(ren)!
Wedre having a great ti me.

Kate






