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 Volume XVII1, No. 31 May 12, 2010 
 

********  

May 
   Fri 14   Friday Community School  
   Fri 14 Open House, Art Activity at 3:30pm 

Mon 17 Olders Class Trip 17th-20th  
Mon 24 Scholastic Book Fair 24th-28th  
Wed 26 World History Culminating Event 

   Mon 31 Memorial Day ²No School 
********  

Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  

 
A couple of days ago I noticed photographer/parent Tracey Cherney aiming her camera at the spiraling 

new fern tendrils in the rock bed in front of the school. Those ferns are in their spring glory thanks to the 

gardening work of Shannon Sowle, who works for a local landscaping firm, Coyote Gardens. Shannon 

helped me put play props away two Sundays ago and then set to work with her clippers, transforming the 

front bed by pruning away all the old fronds. Thank you, ShannonðI love the fresh view out my window. 

 

Youôll notice on the calendar above that weôre having an Open House at NVS on Friday from 3:30-5 

p.m. Youôre all invited to stay around after school for an art activity: our Visiting Artist Sherry Patterson 

will conduct a class for kids and parents on painting flowers from life, the same exercise that resulted in 

those beautiful paintings featured in the Center (others are now decorating the walls at Kylloôs restaurant, 

thanks to parent Sharon Bergerson!). Weôll also have ice cream cones and a chance to talk with 

prospective parents and children who may visit. Please tell your friends who are curious about the school 

that theyôre invited, too.  

 

Next week the Olders will be off on their annual spring class trip where they will encounter ñwildernessò 

in both city and forest. Judging by the energy of the class in the parking lot as they unloaded groceries for 

their trek, they are very excited! 

 

Please mark your calendars for an international potluck at lunchtime on Tuesday, May 26, preceded by 

presentations by all the classes as we celebrate the end of our school-wide unit on World History and 

World Peoples. We hope you can come to this event, which will showcase the work our children have 

done in the exploration of places, times and cultures different from our own.  

 

One of our Summer Community School classes is full and weôre hoping to fill them all, so let your 

friends and relatives know. It may give them a perfect excuse to come visit you this summer, which will 

be here before we know it. 

 

In the meantime, enjoy spring! 

 

Julie 
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALEAH WHO CAN DO THE WHOLE MONKEY BAR SET WITHOUT 
HAVING TO STOP AND TO ELLISEN WHOõS GOTTEN AS FAR AS BAR #4! WHAT A COUPLE OF 
STRONG, POWERFUL GIRLS!!! 
 

Sometimes when I sit down to write these notes, Iõm unable to conjure up all that weõve done since 
the last time I wrote them, and it makes me wonder about my brainõs ability to recollect. I cut myself 
some slack by saying, òYeah, but the Adventurers are REALLY busy,ó but that doesnõt cut it. So now 
I have two tools and one great excuse. Tool #1 is a piece of paper on which Iõve begun to list all the 
things that we do. Tool #2 is my camera, which keeps a record of most of the things that happen in 
the classroom. And the one great excuse comes from a visit with the Olders, and Iõll say more about 
that later.  
 

In our preparation for Motherõs Day, the Adventurers elected to return to a formerly used art 
medium: melted crayon drawings. So last week was spent peeling paper off many, many crayons, 
sorting them by colors into recycled yogurt containers and then getting to the fun part of creating a 
work of art. It was gratifying to see the joy, c reativity and competence that they brought to bear on 
the process, and I loved my part of the gift , which was cutting out and framing their art. It gave me 
great joy to contemplate each piece while it was sitting in front of me during the framing process. 
And I know you Moms (because your children told me!) enjoyed their work too. Double joy!  
 

A few weeks ago, some of us played a couple of games of UNO during the morning. Not only was it 
fun, but it was also informative, on all levels. The kids got to practi ce their number and color 
recognition, as well as turn -taking, foundational strategy learning, and good sportsmanship. 
Informative for me, because I got a chance to see how each of them was assimilating various forms 
of information into their ways of knowin g, and how they were able to make that knowledge work 
for them. For the youngest of the Adventurers, games are lacking in excitement, and the only 
enticement to play is the fact that those you adore are drooling at the prospect of playing a game. 
For the older ones, finding out what you know, keeping your ôgame onõ throughout the course of a 
game, losing well and (best of all) WINNING is enough to make you finish up one activity and join 
in the game. All of this is to say that I made a òGo Fishó game using copies of their reading words, 
and invited everyone to join us. A handful did, I dealt out the cards and we began our game. In 
UNO, the first person to run out of cards wins, and they played this game under the same premise. 
And although I thought there mi ght be some confusion for one child to ask another for yet another 
name (as written on the card), there wasnõt. It seemed fairly easy for Evan to ask Ellisen, òDo you 
have a ôBearõ?ó To which Ellisen would respond by either handing over her ôBearõ card, or saying 
òGo Fish.ó And when Lßve ran out of cards, his excitement at winning was echoed by all. With that 
joy that is uniquely theirs, they decided to play another round.  
 

Sometimes it seems like the disagreements, arguments, issues that we were having in November are 
still around, and it gets a little frustrating and disheartening to think that there hasnõt been much 
progress in conflict resolution. And then I step back from that and realize that there has been 
TREMENDOUS growth, and it becomes something that I want to reflect to them too. So weõve 
started a book where weõre recording various problems that come up during the course of the day, 
along with ALL the viable solutions to the problem, the solution that is chosen and how it works 
out. An example is this: 
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PROBLEM  
Hereõs the problem from my perspective: Ellisen, Sophia, Bear, Lßve and Evan were playing with 
pattern blocks. And hereõs the problem from their individual perspectives. 
Løve: I had a lot and they wanted more and I told them, òIõll tell you when Iõm done.ó 
Sophia: òLøve had so much oranges that I only had one.ó 
Ellisen: òI didnõt have enough reds.ó 
Bear: òEveryone kept knocking mine down.ó  
Evan: òI wanted some of his light blues. Two of the light blues and one of the dark blues.ó 
 
SOLUTIONS  
Say, òIõll tell you when Iõm done.ó Or you could say, òWill you tell me when youõre done.ó 
Take them from him.  
Find something else to do. 
 
WHAT DID YOU CHOOSE?  
We chose to ask him to tell us when he was done. And with Bearõs problem of people knocking his down, I 
asked them to watch what happened when they reached into the basket that was close to Bearõs design, and 
pointed out that reaching in moved the basket which bumped into the design which is how Bearõs got messed 
up. So the other problem that got worked out was what to do with the basket. 
 
HOW DID IT WORK OUT?  
While they were waiting for Løve to be done with the blocks they wanted, they continued adding to 
their own designs, and ended up quite pleased with not only their designs but the friendly 
companionship they were able to achieve through the rest of the design-making.  
 

Even though the process is time consuming, itõs been a great illustration for everyone involved to see 
how their conflict resolution skills, including listening, sharing, analyzing, experimenting and 
evaluating are developing. And they seem more relaxed and confident when the next opportunity 
arises for them to work through a disagreement w ith a friend.  
 

Tuesday was a uniquely special day for us, in that we celebrated Lßveõs 5-and-a-half birthday, and 
did so with the Olders present for the unwrapping of the birthday ball delivered by the birthday 
fairy. Quite charming to have these older kid s closely watching as a youngster unwraps glitter, 
stickers, balloons, pennies, super balls, expand-in-water-sponges, rings (five of each of those), the 
letters to his name and a rubber-band propelled airplane. The Olders had come downstairs to do 
their i nitial interviews with the Adventurers. After Løve unwrapped his ball, we paired each Older 
with an Adventurer and sent them off someplace in the classroom where they could work on their 
interviews in relative peace. Katie, Amy and I wandered throughout th e classroom, listening in 
(eavesdropping!), taking pictures and helping if need be. At some point I decided to interview Amy, 
which is where I got my one great excuse for not remembering everything that happens during my 
day. The Olders had made up a whole sheet of questions that they wanted to ask, so I went through 
them with Amy, and turned to Katie at some point with total disbelief and said, òIõm TWENTY-ONE 
years older than she is!ó Thereõs my excuse. May not work for everyone, but on some level, itõs quite 
satisfying to me.  
 
Needless to say, the Adventurers were quite thrilled with the attention, loved being asked questions, 
provided thoughtful answers, and ended their time together building with blocks, doing puzzles 
and reading together. I love seeing the fondness between the age groups develop because of 
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activities like this, and am grateful to Amy, Ben, Gus, Isaak, Carl, Jade, Machenzee, Joey, Helen, 
Satori and Aidan for their gentle, thoughtful kindness to my kids.  
 

Wheel Day is tomorrow. Please bring a  wheel toy and a helmet. Thanks!  
 
ASK ME  

§ about the tadpole pool, how big theyõre getting, and how to be a mosquito larvae. 
§ which Older interviewed me, what questions s/he asked, and what I thought of it. 
§ about the book weõre making for the new kids coming into the Adventurers class next fall. 
§ about the seeds I planted and the worms I transplanted on Monday. 
 

Kate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLORERS õ CLASS  Notes  



                                                                                                                         5  

 

EXPLORERS  CLASS  Notes  
 

During our Center Time on Monday I looked into the aquarium, where our chrysalises have been living, 

just in time to see Sweaters emerge from his chrysalis. I notified the class, and soon everyone was at the 

glass encouraging him to stretch his wings and let them dry. Ella commented that the white spots on his 

wings looked a little like eyes, and reminded the class that those markings help protect butterflies from 

predators. By the end of the day Sweaters was sunning himself and looking very content. Tuesday 

morning another butterfly emerged and was met with equal enthusiasm. We will be releasing the 

butterflies this week so they can continue this lovely cycle of life. 

 

During Gardens and Grounds this week we met The Adventurers outside to dig for worms which we then 

relocated to the garden (a very popular activity!). The classes worked beautifully together, and Rosie even 

got some worms out of the deal. The children have learned a great deal from Katie during our weekly 

class with her. If you have a moment you should have your child show you the section of the garden 

where they've been planting pumpkins and other goodies. 

 

Speaking of gardens, tomorrow we'll be visiting Seaberry Farm, the home of the Krueger family and the 

ducks that provided the eggs we're incubating. Cheryl has invited us to come see their farm and tell us 

about all that goes on there. We'll be leaving NVS around 8:45 and return by 10:30. We're all set with 

drivers (thanks Tara and Frank!) and there's room if you'd like to join us!  

 

Our next field trip will be to the Oregon Coast Aquarium on Thursday, May 27th. I'll need to have three 

other adults (at least) join us, so please let me know if you're available that day. Thanks! 

 

Ask Me'sé 

éwhat's an estimate? 

éto count by 2's for you 

éhow have the chrysalises changed?  

éwhat do butterflies drink? 

éhas the robin egg changed? 

éhow many eggs do robins lay each day? 

éwhat is a "clutch" of eggs? 

éto bring some dry bread to feed to the duck and chickens tomorrow 

éwhat we baked this week 

éwhat book are we reading in the afternoons? 

éto read with you 20 minutes each day 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful week!              

Jenny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


