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********  

May  
Mon 24 Scholastic Book Fair 24th-28th  
Wed 26 World History Culminating Event 

   Mon 31 Memorial Day ²No School 
********  

Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  

 
Remember the National Association of Accredited Schools visit I mentioned in the Voice just over a 

month ago? The official report arrived today, and youôre welcome to come by the office to read it. Iôm 

pleased to say that Neskowin Valley School is fully accredited until our next NAAS visit in 2015. The 

written report echoes the enthusiasm for NVS expressed by the visitation team for our integrated 

curriculum, our joyful approach to learning, and the strong participation of our staff, parents and the larger 

community in the schoolôs success. It is also an official assurance to current and prospective parents that 

the school is recognized for its academic strength. 

 

All of you who have contributed to the school, whether youôre a current parent, a past parent, a staff 

member, a donor, or someone who keeps the school in your heart, deserve credit for this commendation, 

which is as much about the schoolôs past as the present.  I am so proud of us! 

 

Now that we know what the accreditation team thought, mark your calendars for a glimpse of the school 

through the eyes of Oregon writer Matt Love, who will appear at NVS to read from his new memoir, 

Gimme Refuge, on June 5 at 7:30 p.m. His hilarious, profane, touching and inspiring book chronicles his 

two years as the Olders teacher and caretaker of the Nestucca Bay Wildlife Refuge, two labors of love that 

were springboards to his life as a writer. This event is more suitable for adults than children (see the 

adjective ñprofaneò above) and will feature refreshments and music by NVS alum Chris Marshall . If you 

canôt wait to read the book, we have copies for sale in the office (thereôs more about the book at Mattôs 

website, www.nestuccaspitpress.com). Matt promises heôll sign your copy at the reading.  

 

In the meantime, come our students demonstrate what they have learned in this semesterôs unit on World 

History and World Peoples on May 26
th

 at 10:00 a.m., followed by an international potluck at noon.  

This is one of the ñculminating eventsò we plan each term, and being there to witness presentations, 

including a play, are both great fun and a great gift to our hard-working students. 

 

I met with a volunteer for Oregonôs Healthy Kidsô Initiative, which helps qualifying families sign up for 

no-and-low-cost health insurance for children. I have brochures in the office should you want to 

investigate how this state program might alleviate worry about your childôs health coverage.  

 

Finally, thanks, Chad Muller , for doing the recycling last week. 

 

Julie  
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ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

Two weekends ago, while I was doing stuff around school, I noticed someone hanging out on the 

swings. Being 1) curious and 2) a bit protective of the school, I headed down there to talk with him. 

His name is Josh, and he used to go to school here. I asked him nicely òWhat are you doing here?ó 

and his reply has stuck with me. òIõve spent the best times of my life here at this school, so when Iõm 

feeling a little down I come back.ó Wow! When he left here to go on, he got so frustrated with his 

educational experience that he dropped out of high school and on his own got his GED. And now 

heõs working to save money and is going to the Culinary Institute in Portland this fall.  

 

I ran into him again this morning at Safeway while picking up milk and hot chocolate for our 

Pajama Day. He asked what I was doing up so early and I told him that normally Iõd be going to 

work out, but I was feeling a bit crunched for time, so I was doing errands, picking up stuff for our 

Pajama Day, and getting on with m y day. He got this lovely smile on his face, looked at me and said, 

òI remember Pajama Days.ó I had to turn away because his look, his tone of voice, his remembering 

all brought tears to my eyes! 

 

So Iõm two-headed about this morning. First, as the teacher, my head is SO full of details. I donõt 

want anything to be overlooked and I want everything to be as perfect as possible. Even the rains are 

holding back! Second, I want to be able to replicate Joshõs smile at the end of today as I say òI 

remember Pajama Days!ó 

 

Hereõs the wording the Adventurers came up with for the invitation to the parents:  

Dear Sarah and Tavita, Vicci, Sabine, Rosalina and Russell, Tracie and Don, Lizzie, 

Richard and Merilee, John and Julie, Shae and Sean, Jude and Chad, Angie and Rob, Tracy: 

 

Please join us for breakfast tomorrow for Pajama Day. Weõre having scones, coffee and hot 

chocolate. Coffee is for the grown ups. 

 

Thank you! 

Løve, Taben, Seraina, Evan, Ellisen, Bear, Rachel, Hazel, Sophia, Lily, Aleah, Kate and 

Katie. 

 

 

And th is all came about because two or three weeks ago, Løve did a survey of all the kids, which 

started the idea of surveys and tallying with slash marks and groups of five and all this other cool 

stuff. And last week, Rachel came in with a note from her older sister Renee who goes to Nestucca 

and they were having a Pajama Day and Renee wanted to ask if it would be okay if Rachelõs class 

did one too, so I showed Rachel the survey form with all the kids names and headed her off to get 

their response to her query, and it came back 8 wanted pajama day, 2 did not, so now weõre having 

Pajama Day, complete with scones, hot chocolate and coffee!  
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With so many accolades for the scones, I'm including the recipe we used. The one that follows is 

doubled, so it'll make abou t 2 dozen scones. 

 

4 cups all-purpose flour  

1/2 cup sugar  

4 teaspoons baking powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

Measure these into a bowl and mix them together.  

2/3 cup unsalted butter (helps if it's really cold butter  

Cut the butter into the dry ingredients until they're pea-sized. 

In a separate bowl measure: 
1 cup heavy whipping cream  
2 eggs 
3 teaspoons vanilla 
Mix together well, then add to the dry ingredients. Stir until moistened but not overly mixed. Put 
onto a lightly floured counter, knead until most of the loose crumbs are incorporated. Flatten to 1/2 
inch thick, then use a floured cup rim to cut out the scones. Re-flatten left over dough until it's all 
used. Bake on lightly greased trays in a 425* oven for 10-15 minutes. Rotate trays (top to bottom) at 
about 8 minutes so the bottoms don't burn.  
 
 
 

ASK ME 

 Å about the new rule for exploring in the tadpole pool and why  
 Å how Pajama Day went, if the scones were good, and what was fun about it 
 Å about the substitute that weõre having on Friday 
 Å how fast I can ride on my wheel toy!  
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS  CLASS  Notes  
 

Last week on the playground Jeffrey turned to me and said: "Teacher Jenny, it feels like summer 
out here." And it did. All week the weather made us smile, and we couldn't have asked for a 
more perfect day to visit Seaberry Farm than last Thursday. The children could hardly contain 
themselves, and the view of the ocean from the Krueger's lovely farm was breathtaking. Upon 
our arrival Cheryl took us to the duck pond where we found a nest and eggs that had been laid 
just that morning. We discovered that two of the twelve ducks in the flock were missing, so we 
set off to find them discovering a swing, berry trees, bee hives, a dry pond and many other 
exciting things along the way. We also were able to feed the chickens A LOT of dry bread, which 
they seemed to like. Though there were many wonderful moments, perhaps the most 
memorable was when the children were able to see a hen on her clutch of eggs. The hen wasn't 
sure what to make of seven sets of eyes peering at her, not what she was expecting on her 
peaceful farm! A BIG thank you to Cheryl for inviting us to visit--we had a lovely time. 
 
On Friday we set our butterflies free. This was a bittersweet moment; the children were excited 
to see their friends fly away, but sad to see them go. We sat by the apple trees and some of the 
children shared some parting words. Ella said: "I remember when you were just caterpillars, and 
now you're butterflies ready to fly away." Zac added, "We love you and will miss you." And 
Rachel agreed, saying: "We will miss you a lot." It was very sweet, and the butterflies seemed to 
think so, too, because they kept flying back to the children. Finally, though, they flew away 
(thankfully not too close to the robins and swallows!) and we all agree that they'll remember us 
as they venture into the big world. 
 
This week we will begin learning about tide pools and local sea life. This time of year there are 
typically some especially low tides, and it is the perfect time to learn about these wonderful local 
treasures. On Monday, June 14th, there will be a particularly low tide ( -2.1) allowing us to 
see creatures that are normally out of view. On that morning we'll meet at Cape Kiwanda 
in Pacific City, and bring our lunch along  (weather permitting). In the mean time, we'll be 
visiting The Oregon Coast Aquarium next Thursday, May 27th, where we'll be 
participating in a sea urchin/sea star lab. We'll leave NVS at 8:45, and will be gone most of 
the day. I'll need at least three oth er adults to join us, so if you can let me know. Thanks!  
 
Today will mark our third "Cuddle Buddy Day," a new and popular tradition. I am impressed by 
the imaginative play that happens when the children have their beloved stuffed buddies with 
them, and the children have been adhering happily to the guidelines we established for this day. 
I look forward to meeting more "buddies" next Wednesday. 
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Ask Me'sé 
 
éwhat did we do in Drama this week? 
éwhat did we bake yesterday? How did we change the recipe? 
éwhat did I draw during read aloud? What chapter book are we reading 
éhow many days have our eggs been in the incubator? 
éwhat are yearbooks? What have I made for mine this week? 
éhow do sea urchins protect themselves? 
éhow do sea stars eat? 
éwhat is a sea star's favorite meal? 
éwhat is a ray? How many does a sea star have? What happens if it looses one? 
éwhat did I sew this week? 
éwhen is the book fair? 
éto read with you 20 minutes each day. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful week. 
Jenny 

 

 

 


