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********  

May  
Thurs 27 Parent Association Meeting 6:30pm at NVS  
Fri 28 Make It Plates Payment Due by 3:30pm 
Fri 28 Scholastic Book Fair Last Day  

   Mon 31 Memorial Day ²No School 

June 
   Fri 4 Spring Revival/Beach clean-up 
   Sat 5 Matt Love Reading & Shared Stories 7:30pm at NVS 

Fri 11 Crazy Hair & Spaghetti Lunch Day 
   Sat 12 2nd Annual NVS Beach Party 4pm at Neskowin Beach 

********  
Gather®rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

Make It Plate order s are due this Friday, May 28th . The processing fee for each plate is $5.95 

and you can order more than one copy of each plate.  Each child made two designs, choose both or 

just one.   Class plates are also availa ble. Check with Kailee n to place an order.  

 

H EAD OF SCHOOL Notes  
 

If you werenôt at school this morning, you missed seeing several impressive presentations that celebrated 

the end of our all-school unit on World History and World Peoples. The event started with a life-sized 

Renaissance town market, with Middles playing trades- and crafts-people displaying and demonstrating 

their wares, backed by a painted backdrop of period buildings. The Adventurers demonstrated aboriginal 

dot painting techniques at their own table. 

 

Next, the Olders, dressed as British colonists or natives of colonized countries, explained how 

colonization worked from their points of view. Then the class lined up and each student explained how 

they now feel about the idea of colonization; they also fielded questions about the British Empire from the 

audience. 

 

The Youngers presented ñA Cricket in Times Squareò play about a family of newspaper sellers, their pet 

cricket, a cat and a mouse, narrated by John and accompanied on piano by Eric, who also did sound 

effects. 

 

Next came a potluck, thanks to several parents and Danyel Scott, Briana Kimbrough, and Andrew 

Konink, who helped with set-up and Mary Faith Bell, who helped with clean-up. ñBest lunch ever!ò I 

heard Niko say as he ran down the path to recess. 

 

Congratulations, studentsðyou made it clear that you learned a lot during this unit. And thanks to our 

staff, who approached this chance to display student learning with such gusto and imagination. 

 

Julie 
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PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes  

 

Please join us for a Parent Association meeting this Thursday, May 27
th

 at 6:30pm  

 at NVS to start planning the Harvest Festival.  

 

Thank you to Tara W. and Mary Faith, who have signed up to chair the Bakery Café, Sam and 

Brook for taking on the Slab Creek Grill (outdoor food booth) , and KJ for her continuing 

creativity with the Childrenõs Events.  We are still looking for several parents to co -chair the 

Silent Auction and 4 to 6 additional parents to make follow up phone calls and/or pick 

up procured item s.  It is a minimal com mitment of time  for the summer  ðplease sign up 

today!  

 

We are also looking for feedback from NVS parents on how to improve the upcoming Harvest 

Festival.  Are there any areas that need improvement?  More options?  What areas would you 

like to see expanded?  Are we missing something that may attract more guests? 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please write down your t houghts or comments on the 

sign-up sheet located on the PA board (across from the office) or send Julie or Ran an email.   

 

Thursday, June 10
th

 will be the PAõs last meeting of the school year.  We will be working 

on our calendar of events for the 2010-2011 school year.  We are also looking for input on the 

events that were organized by the NVS Parent Association.  We will be sending out a survey next 

week- please take the time to fill it out so we can plan events that will involve more NVS families.  

 

Mark your calendars for the 2
nd

 Annual NVS Beach Party  on  

Saturday, June 12
th

 starting at 4pm.   

We will be gathering on the beach in Neskowin near the Hawk Creek Café.  Hot dogs and 

marshmallows will be provided.  Please bring a potluck dish to share and your own beverages. 

 

 

ADVENTURERS õ CLASS  Notes  
 

A BIG Thank You to Lainie for being in the classroom on Friday, while I was sitting in the SUN 
(!) in the Bay area, watching my niece swim her last high school meet. From everything Iõve 
heard, the day went well, for which I am quite thankful! So L ainie and everyone, thank you very 
much! 
 Iõm not sure what the term is when you hit the ground running, but youõre still so far 
behind that you get run over, but thatõs what Monday felt like to me. As I was explaining it later 
on to a co-worker, it felt li ke òthe day didnõt belong to me.ó First off, another of my nieces 
(Adrienne) was in town with her fiancé (Adam), and he being an artist and all, and having done 
an òart classó with my sisterõs first grade class down in SoCal, they were here to do one with the 
Ad venturers. And Adam , being from Australia, wanted to do some art that combined the 
Aboriginal dot painting method with animals native to Australia. First, they started with the 
red-bellied black snake. With black paint, they started with the head, and then brought their 
paint brushes down in a curvy style. Snake: finished! But of course it needed eyes, tongue 
(forked) and the red dots that make it a red-bellied black snake. And that was just the warm up. 
Next, they painted a kangaroo, and lastly, a dragon. I didn õt know that dragons were native to 
Australia, and Adam didnõt know about the dragons that live in the basement of the school right 
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under our room, so it was a pleasant surprise all around. The Adventurers really seemed to 
enjoy it. A few of them opted out , either out of frustration because they were having a hard time 
getting their painting to look like the idea they had in their head, or because they were just tired. 
To wrap it all up, Adam sat down with them in meeting and went through his art journals t hat 
heõs kept since he and Adrienne have been stateside; I made a copy of three of his works that are 
particular to this area, and have hung them along with the kidsõ paintings on one of the bulletin 
boards in the hallway. Take a look; theyõre stupendously wonderful. Towards the end, Adam, 
with his charming Aussie accent said, òAnd donõt forget, when it comes to your art, youõre the 
buss.ó Taben was excited about being called a bus; in the meantime, I clarified it for the rest of 
them and let them know that  òWhen it comes to your art, youõre the boss.ó Everyone got a good 
chuckle out of that.  
 Another fun event on Monday was the visit from the fire department people, mostly cool 
because they brought a fire truck with them! The Adventurers and Explorers watc hed a video 
about getting help when they notice something hot (soup in a microwave, coffee in a coffee pot, 
grilled cheese sandwich in a pan, matches/lighters in easy reach), and not making the attempt to 
reach or move any of those or similar items. They re-learned òstop, drop and roll;ó no doubt 
weõll be practicing that outside when the rains let up. Anyone know, is it going to stop raining? 
And then we joined the rest of the  school in the Center and watched as Bryant pulled on his 
firefighting gear: pants , boots, jacket, face/neck protector, air mask, helmet and gloves. It was 
pretty cool watching, and then listening to him as he spoke through the mask. And although 
possibly scary for some, I think it was important for everyone to see them all dressed up, in the 
very rare case that they might be helping them get out of a fire someday.  
 
 We made a calendar Monday morning, and everyone picked the week in which they 
thought the tadpoles were going to finally get their back legs. While working on that, we 
realized that weõd made a calendar that included the rest of the school year, so we counted the 
number of days left until the end of school: 26, and the number of those days that weõre actually 
at school: 19. WOW!  Whatõs the quote from Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory? òSo much 
time and so little to do. Wait a minute. Strike that. Reverse it.ó 
 As per the note that went home this afternoon with parents and other people that pick up 
at school, we (me included) are all having to come to terms with the end of the school year and 
what it means for us as a class to be having our last days together. There are lots of feelings 
being held in check AND displayed AND turned inside -out on any given day, and Katie and I 
have just decided that all of the stuff thatõs going on represents the myriad of ways that people 
express a wide range of feelings and thoughts when it comes to changes, especially those that 
include ògood-bye.ó  
 In the meantime, weõre working on books for the incoming Adventurers and telling our 
life  stories to the Olders. Weõre talking about what weõre going to miss about our class, and 
what weõre looking forward to in the future. Weõre worried about the tadpoles, salamander, 
gold fish and dragons, and how theyõre going to be taken care of, not to mention the seeds weõve 
planted that have not yet been eaten by animals that live in our school.  
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I think the most important òAsk Meó that you can be doing with your child is this: òWhat 
do you think itõs going to be like for you when you realize that you arenõt going to school with 
the Adventurers?ó I know, as a military brat (with an elementary education that included five 
different schools in six years) that children are full of resilienc e, and that each and every one of 
them is going to handle this tran sition with flying colors. But being able to talk about it, express 
their concerns, happiness, sadness, worries, reliefs, etc. is an important part of that process. So 
hereõs to emoting! I know that on the 21st of June, when I come back for the week of end-of-year 
meetings, that walking into the classroom with its bare walls and resounding quiet is going to be 
hard for me.  
 In the meantime, QUIET is not in our lexicon!  
 
Kate 
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EXPLORERS  CLASS  Notes  

 

On Monday morning we were visited by the Nestucca Valley Fire Department. They talked with our class 

about fire safety, and we also got to examine a fire truck (complete with air horn demonstration--it's loud). It 

was a lot of fun, and got us all thinking about fire prevention and preparedness. 

 

Yesterday there was a game of UNO going on during Center Time while I was working with some students at 

the tables. In case you haven't been in our class lately, UNO is VERY big these days and, as it turns out, it's 

teaching some valuable lessons. I was working with a student when I heard from the UNO circle, "It's ok if I 

go last. It doesn't matter; we'll all get a turn." I stopped what I was doing and complimented the students 

playing. We have been working very hard at being mindful of using kind words, exercising patience, and 

resolving conflicts thoughtfully, and hearing them talk to each other this way was a testament to the work 

they've been doing. Yay! 

 

We have been reading about tide pool creatures a lot this week in preparation of our field trip to the Oregon 

Coast Aquarium tomorrow. Lincoln City families will be meeting in the morning at Driftwood Library, and 

we'll meet in front of the Aquarium at 9:30am. Neskowin families will meet at NVS at 8:15, and depart at 8:30 

sharp. Thanks so much to everyone that will be joining us--the children are really looking forward to our trip. 

If you have any questions about carpooling or anything else let me know. 

 

Ask Me'sé 

éhow long can a sea urchin live? 

éwhat do sea urchins eat? How? 

éwhat's an invertebrate?  

éwhat do sea urchins and sea stars have in common? 

éhow can I help care for the tide pools? 

éwhat did we bake this week? What did we make for the potluck? 

éwhat did the firefighters talk to us about Monday? 

édid you see my wish list for the book fair? 

éto read with you 20 minutes each night 

 

Due to the library being occupied by the fabulous Book Fair  

(thank you Linda!), we will not be checking books out this week. 

 

I hope you all have a great week. Stay dry! 

Jenny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


