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 Volume XVII1, No. 9  November 11, 2009 
 

******** 
  November  Thurs  12 Family Math & Science Night @ 6:00pm 

Tue 24 Pie-Making Workshop 5:30pm 
Wed  25  Grandfriends' Day 8:30-11:30am  
Thurs  26 Thanksgiving Vacation (No School) 
Fri  27  Thanksgiving Vacation (No School) 
Mon  30 Staff Planning Day (No School) 

  December Fri 4 Holiday Craft Party 
******** 

Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
The Adventurers are here! 

 

Parents of Beginners and Explorers met at the school Tuesday night to find out more about a change 

coming to NVS next week. The resignation of our Explorers aide, Marissa Fraser, prompted us to 

restructure the two downstairs classes to use our teaching and classroom resources differently. The half-

day Explorers will join the Beginners in Kate’s room to become the Adventurers. Jenny’s class will be all-

day Kindergartners (Explorers), and of course Kate will continue teaching the Youngers in the afternoons. 

The Adventurers and Explorers will share Specials time and recess, so they’ll continue to enjoy those 

friendships. But I have a feeling that the Adventurers are going to create an identity all their own—it’s 

going to be inspiring to watch their adventures unfold! 

 

Change almost always brings both excitement and grief. We will bid Marissa and Adrien goodbye Friday, 

and hope to see them again at Friday Community School in January. Explorers, Olders and the whole 

school community developed special bonds with both Adrien and Marissa, and we will miss them. 

 

Next week’s Gather’Round will be a special and informative treat as former head of school Katharine 

Harding comes to teach us how to greet and introduce people. Katharine taught a manners class at last 

year’s Friday Community School and has very clever ways of showing us how to attend to our behavior to 

make everyone feel welcome. Her visit is just in time for Grandfriends Day on the 25
th

 of November, 

when we’ll be welcoming many guests to NVS. 

 

Creating a welcoming atmosphere for all people is the focus of a letter to the Oregon Indian Education 

Association written by a former NVS student, Che Butler. It requested that Oregon public schools abolish 

sports mascots that ridicule Native Americans. Recently, the OIEA has designated November as National 

Native American Heritage Month, when schools recognize the rich contributions native tribes have made 

to America. You can read Che’s letter on the OIEA website, www.oiea.org. This month NVS won a grant 

from the Siletz Tribal Foundation to improve and update the collection of Native American books in our 

library.  We are grateful for this funding, which will bring fresh, accurate educational resources to our 

students and the community. 

 

Julie 
 

http://www.oiea.org/
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PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes 

 
We will be celebrating another wonderful NVS tradition with the upcoming Grandfriend’s 

Day on Wednesday, November 25
th

.  The children have created and mailed their 

invitations to their Grandparents or Grandfriends.  The Parent Association will host the 

event with coffee in the morning and a lunch at 11am.  Thank you to Tracy Goodman 

and Briana Kimbrough for organizing the event.  Thank you to Mary Faith Bell, who has 

volunteered to work with the Olders class again to bake pumpkin pies for the luncheon 

dessert.  The apples pies they made for the Harvest Festival Bakery Café were fabulous!  And 

thank you to those parents who have already committed to setting up, preparing lunch, 

baking pies and cleaning up.  Look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  We will 

start setting up and preparing on Tuesday the 24
th

 at 3pm.  We will need help throughout 

Wednesday morning with serving and clean up. Grandfriend’s Day is a great opportunity 

for your child to share their NVS experience with extended family and friends, and a 

reminder for all of us to be thankful for their support of our families. 

 

Speaking of making homemade pies….Mary Faith is also offering a pie-making workshop 

to any NVS parent for no charge on Tuesday, November 24
th

 at 5:30pm.    She will walk us 

thru the steps to make a great pie crust and share her tips on her delicious apple or 

pumpkin pies at a perfect time to bake a great pie for the Thanksgiving holiday. If you are 

interested in the workshop, please sign up with Kaileen in the office and pick up an 

ingredient list of things to bring.  

 

November 30
th

 will begin our annual food drive and Christmas 

gifts for the South Tillamook County Christmas Basket Program. 

In the spirit of community, NVS has participated in this 

program for many years by putting together a basket of food 

and gifts for a family.  They are also looking for volunteers to 

wrap gifts and fill gift bags during the week of December 14-

18
th

.  Please keep the food drive in mind as you grocery shop in 

the next few weeks.  A list of Christmas wishes for the family will 

be available around November30
th

. 

 

 

 

Join us at NVS on Friday, December 4
th

 at 5:30 for a festive evening to get us in the 

Christmas spirit.  We will be making Christmas ornaments, gift wrap and cards and 

serving a baked potato bar complete with homemade chili.  Please bring photos to make 

into ornaments, and beverages for your family. 
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BEGINNERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

Double-decker pumpkin bread!  
Sweet and savory pumpkin seeds!  

And pumpkin seeds to put away for awhile, in hopes that they‟ll do whatever it is they need to do to make 
new pumpkin plants next spring. What a busy couple of weeks we‟ve had! And now we‟re getting ready to 
make room for “our new friends.” The Beginners‟ class will become the Adventurers‟ class with the 
addition of 7 children from across the way. Our next Voice will now include notes about the activities of 
Aleah, Bear, Ellisen, Evan, Løve, Rachel, Seraina, Sophia and Taben. Today‟s visit included the 
choosing of signs and cubbies, a bit of meeting, and joining us for our crazy and fun end-of-meeting 
dance. It‟s one that even the Youngers have enjoyed!  
 
In the past week, we have noticed that even without going down to the creek, we are quite aware of its 
presence. We can hear it standing near the swings, and on the couple of times that we‟ve gone to the 
edge of the field and looked over, the height and the power of the creek has been quite impressive. Last 
week we went down the steps and across the bridge to be creek side and realized that the places we had 
previously walked, slipped, climbed and explored were now all under water!  
 
Experiments with paint continue and while it still includes the painting of body parts, we are beginning to 
explore the various combinations that are made when combining one, two or three colors together. While 
painting our classroom creek, the Beginners decided that they needed green for the foliage, but we didn‟t 
have any, and while going on a green paint hunt was unsuccessful, we did manage to make it by 
combining yellow and blue. 
More colors coming up! 
 
ASK ME: 

 about the changes in the classroom, including 

 meeting space 

 cubbies 

 signs 

 classroom jobs... 
 to tell you about the best part of my day, as well as the part I didn‟t like so much. 
 

Kate 

 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 
 

The changing season seems to be echoed in our classroom this week.  We will be saying goodbye to 
Marissa on Friday, and next Monday Kate will happily welcome the Adventurers to their new classroom. 
Though we are sorry to see Marissa leave, this new classroom configuration is very exciting, and will be a 
positive change for the children. I left our gathering Tuesday night feeling very good about the upcoming 
transition, and appreciate all of you coming and participating in that dialog. I look forward to the time I 
will spend with the Adventurers during the week, and I will remain present in their daily lives here at 
school. The preschool students who will be moving to Kate’s class will spend time with her this week, 
thus easing next week’s transition. Please do not hesitate to call with any further concerns or questions. 
 

On Monday we began to apply glaze to our clay leaves Julie fired for us. The children were very 
thoughtful as they applied the glaze, and look forward to seeing the finished product. They may be done 
in time to decorate your Thanksgiving table! We also have been using some of the wonderful found 
objects supplied by all of you to create with. Thanks for bringing in such an intriguing assortment of 
materials.   



                                                                                                                         4  

 

 
Last week we had some interesting Story Workshop sessions. On Thursday the children worked with clay, 
and most of them ended-up creating clay gardens. We imagined what it would be like to shrink to the 
size of a fairy, and visit their gardens. The stories that ensued were lovely and vivid, and continued 
Friday. I look forward to continuing with them this week. 
 

This week is group #1’s Sharing Day:  Aleah, Anthony, Ellisen, Ella, Sophia and Camille. 
 
Ask Me’s… 
…what did I make for Marissa this week? 
…what did we make with Linda? 
…what did we do with Kate Tuesday? (Future Adventurers) 
…what letter did I practice this week? 
…to sing Over the Meadow with you 
…what did we do in Art with Katie? 
…to read with you 20 minutes each day 
 

Thanks to all of the subs who have assisted in our class this week –I  feel so fortunate to have such a 
talented group of teachers (and Kaileen!) available to help when needed. We have missed Marissa, and 
hope she feels better soon. Our fingers are crossed that she can come to say goodbye Friday, but if not 
we will make other arrangements. I know she will stay in touch, and that she regrets not being here this 
week. We have made cards for her and I’ll be sure she gets them. 
 

I hope you all have a wonderful week, and thanks again for your support. 
Jenny 

 

 

 

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

Youngers students have a new project, moving a five-gallon bucket full of gravel around the schoolyard 

by mechanical means. Last week Gale Ousele responded to my request for equipment by providing us 

with a lever and fulcrum, pulleys, rope and a wagon with large wheels that  she built especially for us. 

Rain has interrupted the project in its early stages, but also added to the challenge by filling our gravel 

bucket with water.  It's now so heavy that even the strongest of us need a basic understanding of physics 

before we'll be able to budge it. All of this thinking and experimenting points toward the Invention 

Convention, now one month away. In addition to the class project, Youngers will be designing their own 

Invention Convention projects to be completed at school. 

     

The rain that kept us indoors this week has meant we've had some time to begin making our classroom 

look like the setting of our current read -aloud novel. Thanks to parents who assisted with last week's 

homework scavenger hunt for small items to add to the nest. We are now making signs, an 

expedition  book, an icebox, an old-fashioned radio, a fishbowl and a life -size bird. On Grandfriends Day 

we'll reveal the answer to the question, Which book are you talking about? 
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Last week's returned homework ratio was 7 out of 8, the best this school year. Thank you for supporting 

the homework assignments. I hope they're fun. 

  

Conversation starters . . . 

Where did you move the bucket? 

How did the class move it? 

Was it easy or hard? Why? 

What is Veterans Day? 

Who came to school to talk about Veterans Day? 

What is 432 Proudfoot Avenue? 

What's in your journal this week? 

Could you write an essay from the daily journals? 

If you could, what would its theme be? 

To whom did you send Grandfriends Day invitations last week? 

  

    The essays ("What I Want to be When I Grow Up")  that students wrote for the Headlight -Herald's 

contest appeared in last Wednesday's newspaper (Nov. 4). It was exciting to see all our names (mostly 

spelled correctly) and essays in print. I have a copy of the newspaper in the classroom, if you'd like  to see 

it for yourself.  

    Please remember that tomorrow night your whole family is invited to a Math and Science Night 

beginning at 6. 

    Have a good week. 

  

John 
     
AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS  
We are in mad preparation for Math and Science night at school (get it? „Mad Scientists!‟), which is 
tomorrow (November 12th) at 6:00. The Youngers are creating a board game that features penguins, 4 
levels of play, lightning, jail, earthquakes, hearts (that give you the opportunity to do something nice for 
yourself or other), and other cool things. The rules will be explained in great detail on Thursday; all you 
need to do is be there. But that‟s not all. Another group of Youngers is working on a math BINGO game, 
making sure that all numbers have equations to go with them (so that someone can win the BINGO 
game), while others are contemplating the mysteries of simple machines that allow cookie dough to come 
out of a cylinder when a lever is pushed, as well as that which extrudes at the end of a garlic press, and 
another simple machine (or combination) that changes a simple apple into peeled, cored slices with 
drippings of caramel and butterscotch. 
So come out for the festivities; it‟s sure to be a fun and tasty evening. 
 
We‟ve continued to work on our group 100 number line template, in preparation for making our own on 
rolls of receipt tape. The ability of the mind to absorb, file and keep information at this age amazes me on 
a daily basis. Add to that the fact that numbers (and counting) have a predictable, repeatable pattern 
makes learning and replicating this pretty cool. 
 
ASK ME: 

 about Kate‟s new role as „The Word Librarian‟ 
 about making Penguins for the board game 
 about adding that begins with me putting the biggest number “in my head.” 
 about Niko‟s impromptu survey about friends at school 
 
Kate 
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MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 

 
Design Technology/Student Engineering. We are well into the 

construction of vehicles. The variety of designs is impressive as are the 

various modes of propulsion—wind, gravity, rubber-band tension, and 

gears. A big thank you to Leslie Gordon who brought in the tools and 

materials then guided the students through the design and construction. 

Once the machines are complete, students will write a self-evaluation, 

reflecting on the process and product of their work. They will present 

their vehicles and answer questions about the science involved. I will let 

you know the date of the presentations so you can attend if you are able. 

Ask me: What part of the project has been the most fun? What was the 

hardest part? What is the energy source that drives my vehicle? What 

does it look like? 

 
Invention Convention is on the calendar for December 10, 6:00-7:00. Packets 

with information for the students’ projects went home this week with the homework 

folder. Please take a look at the timeline and calendar. The first assignment is due this 

Friday. Most of the students have been thinking about this for awhile, and they got a 

jump start on the first assignment last week (if they did their homework). This is a 

fun project, most of which is completed at home. Please provide support but let your 

child take the lead and do the work. If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 

home, 503-970-3078. I will return your call before 9:00 p.m. 

 

The Hundred Dresses is an all-class read this month. Many of the students have 

finished the book, and we are working through comprehension questions and class 

discussions regarding its themes. A wonderful short novel by a well-regarded 

children’s writer Eleanor Estes, the story addresses important questions about 

prejudice, courage, and social status in the context of children’s lives. As a 

connection with the story, we are producing one hundred dresses (drawings) the materials for which are in the 

homework this week. Ask me: What is the story about? Who is the main character? What problem is she facing? 

How does she try to solve the problem? Is there anything in my own life that reminds me of the situation in the 

book? 

 
 

 

Jackie 

 

 

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

The Invention Convention is coming! Students have begun the process of research and brainstorming 

ideas; their first assignment is due tomorrow. Here are some ideas that 

have been floating their way around the classroom so far…. 

 Portable guinea pig food holder 

 A new kind of soda 

 A car maker 

 Guinea pig elevator 

 

Students are encouraged to create an invention that is practical, fills a 

need in our world, and is original. Many of our ideas so far have been 

quite fanciful; this dreaming process is often a necessary step for 

students before they begun to craft an idea that meets the criteria 

Dinner Table Discussionsé 

 What’s my idea for my 

invention convention 

project? 

 How was my third visit 

to Lakeview? 

 What are the pivotal 

moments in my 

resident’s life? 

 How do I like the new 

ideas we are trying out in 

Mandarin class? 
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mentioned above. This week their first assignment focuses on research of past inventors and inventions, as 

well as the gathering of ideas from friends and family about possible useful inventions. Parent support will 

be necessary and helpful for this project, so make sure to ask your child about any handouts I’ve sent 

home so you can stay in the loop! 

 

Amy 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

NVS family is in need of an affordable year - ×ÔÚÓÉd·»dØÕÆÈÊdËÔ×dÆdwỹdÙ×ÆÛÊÑdÙ×ÆÎÑÊ×r 

Require electrical /water  hook - ups. Please call Shannon at 541 - 921- 6039.  
 

 
 

 

Lizzie Reyes, Bear and Luceroõs mom, is looking for someone to pick-up Bear at 12:30 
from NVS and give him a ride to her work  (Diamonds at the Sea) in Lincoln City. If you 
have room in your vehicle one or more days during the week, please let her know. Her 

number is: 541.994.6218. Thanks! 
 

 

 

Kids of all agesé  
Come join SABINE MONN  on Thursday, November 19th from 4pm-5pm at 
the Cultural Center  in  Lincoln City  for a FUN photo shoot and free lesson!  
Photos will be used on posters to advertise her new Music and Movement  
Dance Class. If youõre interested in having your child attend this photo shoot, 
please call Sabine, 503-392-9328 or 503-330-8789.  
 
This FREE Music and Movement  Dance Class is offered for ages two and 
up! This class begins in January, on either Tuesday or Wednesday evenings at 
the Cultural Center in Lincoln City.  

 


