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 Volume XVII1, No. 10  November 18, 2009 
 

******** 
  November  Tue 24 Pie-Making Workshop 5:30pm 

Wed  25  Grandfriends' Day 8:30-11:30am  
Thurs  26 Thanksgiving Vacation (No School) 
Fri  27  Thanksgiving Vacation (No School) 
Mon  30 Staff Planning Day (No School) 

  December Fri 4 Holiday Craft Party 
******** 

Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
 

NVS students have done some remarkable things the last two weekends.  On the 7
th
 of November, a group of 

students led by parent Shannon Bishop did an infomercial about NVS at the Lincoln City Very Scary Variety Show 

at the Lincoln City Cultural Center. Students stood in a circle around a tree (which Lainie and Ran provided—it’s 

their Christmas tree!) and described something they like about NVS. Sue Parks-Hilden gave her time to do a little 

directing, Griff Ford helped with the tree, lots of parents drove kids to and from practice, and students Morgan 

Bishop, Isaak Welch, Anthony Archer, Aidan Case, Noah Rislov, Maggie Ford, Emma Fennell, Helen Krueger and 

Katie Riley (former NVS and Friday Community School student) did an admirable job presenting the lines they had 

written. Ran and parent Griff Ford helped with props. Shannon Bishop came up with the idea and pulled it all 

together! Thanks, all of you, for getting the word out about NVS in such a novel way! 
 

Last weekend, work by our students was shown at the prestigious Sitka Invitational, held at Miller Hall of the World 

Forestry Center in Portland. A table near the entrance featured work by the Olders and Middles, especially three 

students, Mira Leturno, Carl Wiegan and (once again!) Morgan Bishop, made after the inspirational Gather’Round 

showing slides by our artist-in-residence Karen White. When I talked to Eric Vines, Sitka’s executive director who 

was kind enough to invite NVS to participate, he said people at the show had marveled at the quality of the work 

our students had produced and that the pieces were among the first in the show to sell. It was an exciting ending to 

the work of our first artist in residence. Thanks, Karen, and thanks, students, for representing us so well! We’ll be 

asking the student artists how they would like the school to celebrate with their sales commission in December. 
 

I’m so proud of all of our students, and can’t wait til next week’s Grandfriends’ Day, one of the sweetest NVS 

traditions of all. Seeing so many friends of the school enjoy a morning at school with the children is always a treat, 

and this year our Parents Association is hospitably organizing lunch for everyone. We will begin with a musical 

presentation at 8:30, so don’t be late. Lunch will start around 11, and school will be dismissed at midday so 

everyone can head to their Thanksgiving celebrations early.  
 

Julie 
 

ADVENTURERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

What a week it’s been!  
 

So far, we have 

 found our way to our new classroom with the help of rainbow footprints on the floor of the 

hallway and center, and have had fun watching many other kids skip, hop and step their way 

through the entryway as well. 

 chosen new signs, sung new songs, and danced to a new song at the end of meeting! 
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 had our first Library time with Linda, played with a variety of friends outdoors in the rain and 

wind, and baked something delicious for our slide show on Thursday afternoon. 

 been welcomed by Rachel and Taben into the room that’s been theirs for the past couple of 

months, and we in turn welcomed them back on Tuesday when their regular week began. 

 planted sweet potatoes in water using MANY toothpicks (!), painted with watercolors, and 

started artful creations with the many ribbons, tapes, strings that are in our new classroom. 

 hung more lights, taken care of sick kittens and babies, figured out how to fit many of us 

comfortably in the boat, and experimented with magnifying glasses and colored eye wands. 
 

It’s been quite a transition for the 7 children who have joined us in our class, and they’ve been 

troupers in getting used to a new teacher and aide, new routines, new materials, and all the rest. 

While I know they’re missing the routines (and more importantly, the people!) that are familiar, I 

can see that even in three days, they’re absorbing everything, and giving me and all the newness the 

benefit of the doubt. It is quite a privilege to be spending my mornings with them, getting to know 

them, asking prying questions (and getting answers!), and weaving the threads together of our new 

classroom together. 

 

ASK ME 

 what I like the best about my new classroom 

 what we cooked today, and when we’re eating it 

 about our end-of-meeting dance 

 about how HUNGRY I get before meeting and lunch! 

 to pick a favorite book for you to read to me. 
 

Kate 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
 

On Monday morning I found myself following the rainbow footprints 
to the AdǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ YŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪ 
ǎƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ L ƘŜŀǊŘ 
comments about it feeling different and quieter, and I reassured the 
students that we will still be spending time with our old classmates.  I 
ate my lunch with the Adventurers on Monday and was welcomed by 
happy faces and children eager to tell me about their day. I will 
continue to check-in with everyone during the week, and am delighted 
to see things going well. 

 

Back in the ExplorŜǊǎΩ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ busyΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
how things move, and are putting our theories into action. On Monday the 
children started constructing their own marble ramp in the sand table using 
some recycled materials and paper tubes. This required a lot of trial and error, 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ L ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊŘ ½ŀŎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ άΧƳŀǊōƭŜǎ ƳƻǾŜ Ŧŀǎǘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ Ǝƻ 
ǎƭƻǿΦέ  
 
I introduced different tubing, some of it clear, on Tuesday and the ramps 
gained height and we noticed the marbles went much faster. I am looking 
forward to seeing the designs change during the week. 
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On Monday we also did our first science experiment. Using plastic lids as 
wheels, we tried rolling them down a ramp on their own, and then with 
marbles stuck inside with clay. Before we did our experiment, we 
predicted whether the wheels would go faster with or without the 
marbles. The children talked about the possibilities, and a rich discussion 
ensued.  We also talked about being a scientist and doing experiments, 
and how testing an idea is really exciting and how sometimes you learn 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
being shared, and the children have continued to do their own 
experiments with ramps during Center Time.  

 

DǊŀƴŘŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нрth, from 8:30-11:30. I 
will have activities for your child to do with their special friend in our 
classroom that morning, and there will be lunch served and a singing 
performance by the children.  We could use some helping hands that 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ YŀƛƭŜŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΗ  
 

We now have two sharing groups. Group #1: Cami, Kees, Jeff, and Noah, and 
group #2: Anthony, Ella, Rachel and Zac. ¢Ƙƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ІмΩǎ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ. 

 

!ǎƪ aŜΩǎΧ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ƭŜŀǊƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊōƭŜǎΚ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ōŀƪŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΚ 
Χǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŀǊōƭŜ ǊŀƳǇ 
Χǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ Over the River with you 
Χǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴȅ Leaves poem with you 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳŜ ƛƴ 5ǊŀƳŀ 
ΧǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ !Ǌǘ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǘƛŜ 
Χǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ 
 

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƪ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇŜŀƴǳǘ ōǳǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎΦ 
 

I hope you all have a great week! 
Jenny 
 

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

  The Youngers have been experimenting with mechanical ways to move our heavy gravel bucket 

around the schoolyard. By Tuesday afternoon it had traveled by lever, wagon, plank and skid road 

from the driveway into the cornucopia and out again. Groups of two are brainstorming, sketching, 

experimenting on site, and then returning to their science notebooks to record what they did. We're 

on our way to creating a display about the gravel bucket's journey for the Invention Convention in 

early December. 

    In addition to this whole-class project, there are opportunities for individual projects for the 

Invention Convention. These can take two forms: in-class machines and at-home inventions. We'll be 

building the in-class machines after Thanksgiving. I expect everybody to create a machine that will 

slide, roll, turn, rotate, engage gears, oscillate (maybe all at once) to perform a task. These machines 

will be made of simple materials (cardboard, doweling, straws, brads, tape, glue), and we'll 

be needing cardboard sheets of various weights and wooden doweling, in particular. If you're 

interested in supplying materials and/or in helping in the classroom during our building sessions, 

please let me know.  
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    The at-home inventions are optional, but I hope that a good number of Youngers students will 

decide to take on that project as well. The first step is conceiving of an invention that will solve a 

problem the student has. I'll send information about the at-home invention process and due 

dates later this week, and you and your child can decide whether to pursue that as well. 

  

Conversation starters . . .  

How have we moved the bucket so far? 

How else could we move it with the equipment we have?  

What other equipment might be useful for moving the bucket?  

What problems can  I think of, at home or at school,  where an invention might help?  

Did Mr. Popper invent anything to help the penguins in "Mr. Popper's Penguins"?  

Who came to Gather'round on Wednesday?  

What book are we reading at school  that has to do with the Gather'round topic?  

How many days is it till Grandfriends Day?  

  

    Last Thursday's "Math and Science Night" was a lot of fun. The Youngers were very well 

represented. Thanks to all the parents who made the extra effort to get children back to school for 

that event. 

     Our room parent team of Tracy and Brook are leading plans for next Wednesday's Grandfriends 

lunch at school. They will be contacting you for help. Set-up is Tuesday after school. Thanks, Tracy 

and Brook! 

    Have a good week. 
 

John 
     

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS  
What a wonderful time we all had at the Math and Science night on Thursday! It was great fun sharing 
our Math BINGO, the óhomemadeô penguin game and the peeling and coring of apples with everyone. 
Thanks for coming out for the evening. 
 

Weôve been playing more math BINGO in class, and have started with a subtraction one as well. The 
simple equations are becoming second hand to them, and itôs been great fun sitting with them and 
hearing them either know or figure out the answer, and to hear the joy and pride in their voices when they 
respond. 
 

Same goes for reading; the strides theyôre taking in learning new words, decoding tough ones and 
remembering all of it is encouraging, and theyôre beginning to see themselves as competent and 
persistent problem-solvers when it comes to words. We have also started to look at syllables, and how 
that knowledge can be used as a tool while decoding and sounding out words. If any of them start 
clapping while youôre talking to them, itôs because theyôre playing with the syllables in the words theyôre 
hearing! Clap along; the more the merrier. 
 

Along with all that, theyôre also working on looking out for each other, learning what it means to be part of 
a group, be it a class, a handful of friends, people hanging out together because of a common interest, 
etc. Right now, they are eight individuals that are all in one class together, and while theyôre more familiar 
and confident with what makes them different from each other, theyôre slowly beginning to see what binds 
them together as well.  
 

ASK ME 

 how I figured out what name is on my birth certificate  
 about the silly apple/banana song weôre singing in class, and how it makes us LAUGH 
 some simple addition and subtraction equations 
 to make and play a math BINGO game with you 
 about my new 10 words 
 
Kate 
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MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 

 
Breakfast Math. Monday morning Middles students took on the challenging task of tripling a recipe. Here was 

the CGI math problem they worked through:  

 

 

BREAKFAST MATH  

Maggie suggested that we do breakfast math. I need some help  figuring 

out the recipe for enough pancakes to feed the class. Here is the recipe 

that I usually use at home. It makes 12 pancakes.  
1 ½ C buttermilk 
1 egg 
1 C flour 
¾ teaspoon baking soda 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon sugar 
1 Tablespoon oil       

Should we d ouble or triple the recipe (make 2 times or 3 times as much batter)? Write out the new 

×ÊÈÎÕÊdØÔd®̃ÑÑdÐÓÔÜdÍÔÜdÒÚÈÍdÙÔdÇ×ÎÓÌdÙÔÒÔ××ÔÜr 

 

 

Tuesday morning we used the answers to their calculations to make our triple batch of pancakes, and they were 

delicious. Our thanks to room mom Linda Link  who helped us this morning as she has during our work with 

Design Tech (see picture below). I’ve included the recipe here so that your child can make them for you at home. 

Ask me: How did we triple the recipe? What part was the hardest part? To tell you about the mixing and cooking. 

 

Invention Convention is coming up on December 10, 6:00-7:00. 

Most of the middles have their projects decided and their plans 

prepared. The next step is to complete the patent application which is 

due Friday. Please help your child stay on track with the schedule. He 

or she may need help completing the work for the application. This is a 

fun project, most of which is completed at home. The school will 

provide the display boards after we return from Thanksgiving vacation. 

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at home, 503-970-3078. 

I will return your call before 9:00 p.m. 

 

Grandfriends Day We are looking forward to this special occasion 

next Wednesday. The students will be sharing their classroom and 

their work with special friends and family and presenting them with a collection of their poetry. Please call Kaileen 

to let her know who will be coming so we can prepare appropriately.   

 

Knitting is the newest activity for Middles and they have all caught on with amazing quickness. Of course we have 

a couple of top-notch knitters from last year, Sam Long and Maggie Ford, two able teachers for the novices. All of 

the students seem to be enjoying the craft once they are able to get past the frustrations that are a natural part of 

learning a new skill. Besides the benefits of developing manual dexterity, knitting builds some mental math skills 

related to patterns and memory. Mostly, it’s fun. Ask me: How Iôm doing with my knitting project? What do I like 

about knitting? When did people first start knitting? Would I like to knit at home? 

 

Jackie  
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Dinner Table Discussions 

 

 What pivotal life events have 

you chosen to be a part of 

your residents’ memoirs? 

 What are the different types 

of context clues that help 

readers to understand 

unfamiliar words? 

 What cues are we working on 

in the classroom to improve 

our efficiency and focus 

during transition and teaching 

times? 

 What can I do to increase the 

quality and timeliness of my 

class work and homework? 

 

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

The classroom has been alternately humming and clamoring this week with a variety of projects and social 

dimensions. Here are a few of the things we’ve been up to: 

 

 Literary Elements and Context Clues: Members of the Olders’ class are immersed in their 

personal selections for reading. Titles range from The 

Rangerôs Apprentice series to Jean Craighead George’s My 

Side of the Mountain. This week students are delving deeper 

into their books by completing a literary elements booklet 

that explores setting, characters, theme, plot, etc. We’ll 

also be exploring context clues in Treasure Island to help us 

interpret  some of the unfamiliar words and phrases.  

 Memoir Writing: We’ve completed three visits to Lakeview 

Senior Living center and are now in the process of 

preparing our memoirs to gift to the residents at Lakeview. 

Students will be creating a written memoir and a visual 

representation of their time with their resident. We’ve 

encountered a few challenges along the way: residents have 

had difficulty recalling their past, and have sometimes been 

ill, preventing students from visiting. However, the Olders 

have adapted with understanding, showing their maturity 

and flexibility. These “challenges” have presented us with 

opportunities to learn to interact with a different generation, 

and the stories we’ve gained are priceless!  

 Invention Convention: Students continue to work on their projects. This Tuesday, each student 

presented an idea for their invention, and by Friday will be turning in their Patent Applications 

for approval. 78% of students are right on track, a decent record and one we can improve on! The 

majority of work for this project will be completed at home, so you can assist by helping to 

procure materials and provide some quality work time for your son or daughter.  

 Habits of Living and Learning: Each year the Olders’ class focuses on lifelong habits of living and 

learning. The next few weeks we’ll continue to think about our actions and interactions with 

others. In class and out, we’ve recently seen several ways that our behavior impacts others. During 

our transition and lecture times, we’ve experienced the challenges of focused listening and 

focused completion of tasks. Lack of focus can result in difficulty learning. This week we’ll be 

working on clarifying cues (visual and auditory) for our transition times. We’ll also work on 

vocabulary that will help us to identify expectations for listening. In addition to skills of focus, 

we’ll be honing our abilities to produce quality work. For students, this is often tied directly to 

their study skills. Look for a homework assignment over the Thanksgiving break to assist students 

in developing strong, independent study techniques.  

 

We’re looking forward to Grandfriendsô Day next week! The Olders will be baking pies for the 

occasion with the assistance of Mary Faith . If you’d like to help with set-up or serving refreshments for 

the morning, please sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.  

 

Enjoy the fall weather! 

 

Amy 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

We have a new book display case in the library, ordered from the money we earned through the 

scholastic book fair last spring. Come in and take a look! 

 

 Thank you to Kayden Goodman for the book you donated to the library in honor of your 7
th
 birthday. 

 Thank you to Camille Goodman for the book you donated to the library in honor of your 5
th
 birthday. 

 Thank you Jackie for the cloud book collection.  

 

Linda  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

NVS family is in need of an affordable year - ×ÔÚÓÉd·»dØÕÆÈÊdËÔ×dÆdwỹdÙ×ÆÛÊÑdÙ×ÆÎÑÊ×r 

Require electrical /water hook - ups. Please call Shannon at 541 - 921- 6039.  
 

 
 

Lizzie Reyes, Bear and Luceroõs mom, is looking for someone to pick-up Bear at 12:30 
from NVS and give him a ride to her work  (Diamonds at the Sea) in Lincoln City. If you 

have room in your vehicle one or more days during the w eek, please let her know.       
Her number is: 541.994.6218. Thanks! 

 

 

Kids of all agesé  
Come join SABINE MONN  on Thursday, November 19th from 4pm-5pm at 
the Cultural Center in Lincoln City  for a FUN photo shoot and free lesson!  
Photos will be used on posters to advertise her new Music and Movement 
Dance Class. If youõre interested in having your child attend this photo shoot, 
please call Sabine, 503-392-9328 or 503-330-8789.  
 
This FREE Music and Movement Dance Class is offered for ages two and 
up! This class begins in January, on either Tuesday or Wednesday evenings at 
the Cultural Center in Lincoln City.  

 


