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November Fri 6 Lions Sight & Hearing Test *(sce below)
Mon 9 Zemlinsky Quartet NVS @ 8:30am
Thurs 12 Family Math & Science Night @ 6:00pm
Wed 25 Grandfriends' Day 8:30-11:30am
Thurs 26 Thanksgiving Vacation (No School)
Fri 27 Thanksgiving Vacation (No School)
Mon 30 Staff Planning Day (No School)
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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

*We need a few parents to stick around Friday morning to help test student hearing and sight! Let Kaileen know if you're interested!

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes

Last Friday, lots of unusual characters showed up at school. Around a crackling fire and under a pair of lit pumpkins
(including one carved with the NVS insignia by Andrew Konink) knights, princesses, animals, several indescribable
ghouls and many others took a bow and then paraded three times around the balcony. Thanks to the hot-lunch
efforts of Shea Lambert, Karen Strober, Rosalina Wong and Tara Wills, students gratefully dined on spaghetti and
meatballs, salad and blood-red juice (“It’s really just water,” one child confided to me). Though Halloween landed
on a Saturday, we celebrated in style Friday!

November is a month of intensive work when NVS children typically hit their strides. Teachers are already
reporting good academic progress in their classes, and students are clearly taking their homework seriously,
preparing for important projects such as the Invention Convention in December and practicing their skills daily.
Your support of this important work makes a big difference—thank you.

Today our cornucopia artist, Karen White, showed slides of her work at Gather’Round. Karen is back to complete
some projects she started with the Middles and Olders in September.

Please note that school is in session next week on Veteran’s Day, November 11. Veterans Steve and Dolly Howe
will be coming in for a Gather’Round to talk about their experiences and answer questions students may have about
what it is like to serve in the military. You’re invited to join us at 11:30.

We also hope you will mark your calendars for next week’s Family Math and Science night on Thursday,
November 12. Teachers promise you will learn a lot and enjoy yourselves in the bargain.

PARENT Notes

*Attention Parents*

There are new pictures on the Walgreens website —pumpkin patch, costume parade and afterschool fun around the
playground. Go to Walgreens.com, choose “Photo” section, and enter the username and password (below).

Username: nvs(@oregoncoast.com
Password: ourkids2009

Anyone who has taken pictures lately, please add them! You can either download your photos to an existing album
or create your own. Also, one parent noticed when trying to order prints, her “cart” was showing photos from
other people’s orders. I'm not sure why it doesn’t clear after an order is placed but if you change the quantity to
zero on those you don’t want, you should be fine.

If you have questions or need help, please feel free to call me any time! Tracy, 503-939-7272


mailto:nvs@oregoncoast.com

PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes

Please join us this Thursday at 6:30pm for the weekly Parent Association meeting. We are wrapping up
details for the upcoming Grandfriends Day luncheon, pie making workshop and pie sale. All of these
projects are just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday! Thank you to Brianna Kimbrough and Shae
Lambert who have already committed to the Grandfriend’s Day lunch! We will send out an email this
Friday with days and times of the events.

BEGINNERS’ CLASS Notes

It might have been messy, but we've come a LONG way on finishing the creek! Luani, Rachel and Taben
have all discovered the joy of putting paint on various body parts, starting with fingers (and | thought they
were going to finger-paint!), moving on to backs of hands, arms, and (finally) faces. While it was fun, the
cleaning, not so much. | wonder how much the body painting will continue, and it certainly has me
wondering about spring, when kids are in shorts and t-shirts!

But all of that sparked a bit of creativity which was transposed onto the creek-in-the-making, and while |
helped mix more greens and browns, the three of them got busy with painting the creek. We hung it from
the ceiling to dry, and now have to decide if it's ready to put down in our forest, or if anything else needs
to be added.

When Katie came in to talk about our sweet potatoes, they used the new magnifying glasses to closely
inspect both the roots and the newly found sprout found on the top of my sweet potato. We’re getting
ready to plant that one, and keeping an eye on the others to see when they start sprouting!

Rachel’s little brother was headed to his 2-year old check up, and | asked my three if they wanted to do a
“yearly check up” on their sweet potatoes. A big “Yes” was their response, so we got out a piece of paper
to lay their potatoes on, put down the yardstick so they could measure roots and one of them got the
pretend Doctor’s equipment so they could listen to heart beats and take temperatures. | asked Rachel if
she could hear her sweet potatoes’ heart beat, and she said, “No.” Good thing!

ASK ME:
about pumpkin seeds and which ones | liked best
about painting my hands, face, and anything else
about our new meeting place
about the new tree in Boeken Forest

Kate

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes

Last Friday wasur first bookmobileday. The afternoon students litp when they climbed the stairs and found a
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November 18). Bruce, who oversees the bookmobiket, the children know that they can request books about a
particular topic of interest. What a great resource! | will put a box in the classroom to collect books that need to

be returned to the bookmobile, and there is a box in the school library, too.
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| wanted to thank everyone who helped witthe spaghetti lunch last Fridayit was delicious and cozy, and the
children loved it. Thanks for making such fun memories for us all.

| hope you all have a great week.
Jenny

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes

The phrase "substitute teacher” has all sorts of cultural ~ associations, not many of them positive. So
what would you say if a substitute enjoyed her students for the day so much that she offered to
return on her own time and teach them bread baking? That's what happened on Monday in the
Youngers' class. Nancy Whi tehead told me that she was especially impressed by the care students
have for each other. Nancy has also agreed to work with the class again the next time | have to be
away for the math program I'm involved in.

| was at Oceanlake Elementary in Lincoln  City on Monday, observing kindergarten through
second-grade classes implementing Cognitively Guided Instruction, the program we have been using
at NVS for the last few years. | picked up some good ideas to try. Seeing other teachers and other
students wor king so seriously at math made me feel part of a great enterprise. During my day at
Oceanlake, Sage Maggard said hello to me. Sage was with in school us up until this year. | saw her
brother Sheldon, too, having a good time at recess.

Last week the stu dents and | began talking about letter combinations in English that make the
sound /er/. A mnemonic sentence for these combinations that we've learned (hey, there's onel!) is "Her
first nurse works early."” This week Julie helped me come up with another: "Er nest heard her worst
outburst first." Feel free to get involved. If you think of a sentence containing all the /er/ sounds that
makes even marginal sense, I'll use it in future homework assignments.

The Halloween parade last Friday morning was fun. T  hanks to parents for getting students to
school in their costumes. Thanks to students for doing such a good job (the best I've seen) of getting
out of costume and on with the school day, too.

Conversation Starters:

Who or what says these words: "Ork!" "G aw!" "Gook!" "Gawk!" and "Quork?"

Who brought what for the classroom penguin nest?

What do some of the Roman numerals look like?

How are we using Roman numerals in November?

In the Morning Message on Tuesday, what were some of the ideas we had for completi ng the sentence,
"November is the month of "




How do we read the Morning Message together?
Who is still waiting to be a special assistant?
What are we doing in music? Drama? Art? P.E.?
What makes a machine, a machine?

We've begun our discussions about inventing machines that do some work. The Invention
Convention is five weeks away. Students may be especially curious about how things work in the
coming weeks.

Last Friday's spaghetti lunch, prepared by Explorers parents, was a g reat celebration. Our
class is in charge of this month's lunch, scheduled for Nov. 20. Room parents Tracy Goodman and
Brook Schmitz are in the planning stages. I'm sure they would appreciate your offers of help.

John

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

Thursdays are our busy-on-the-go afternoon, starting with Drama with Sue right after lunch recess,
followed by 30 minutes in class, then Library with Linda, and then it’s time to get stuff together, do our
afternoon clean-up jobs, revisit the week and head on home.

During our 30 minutes on Thursday, we had a conversation about focused reading, how it was going, and
what ideas we could think of to make it better. | came into the conversation with some particular goals,
and after sharing them, we started a brainstorm list of 1) what we could do with the 30 minutes on
Thursday and 2) a schedule for focused reading, making sure that everyone had at least one (preferably
two) times a week of reading out loud with me.

Brainstorming with this group was delightful! They came up with wonderfully creative ideas, and as we
pared them down, everyone took care to address the concerns of classmates. As a result, our Thursday
classroom time will be used for partner reading!

We also talked about the upcoming Math/Science night to be held at NVS on Thursday, November 12th
(a little over one week away). The Youngers are totally jazzed to be able to “lead” a variety of math
games, so come prepared to play! We'll be offering Math BINGO, an as-of-yet-to-be-named math-related
board game, and a card game.

| got glowing reviews regarding all the Youngers from Linda, who subbed for me on Monday, and | had a
great time visiting with my mom’s two sisters, one of whom took the train from West Virginia to visit with
the other. It was great to see them both and to share fond memories of my mother.

ASK ME:
about the two different things we did with the 100s chart!
how the math/science night games are coming along.
to brainstorm something with you!

Kate
MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes

Jumping into Design Technology/Student Engineering. The Middles
created a remarkable set of Jumping Jacks last week, each based on a character
from a favorite book. The students had an opportunity to present their work to
Leslie Gordon Monday. They introduced their characters, identified the simple
machines operating in the toy, described the transfer of energy from hand to
moving part, then talked about problems they ran into and how they solved them.
It was quite impressive to see the poise every student had and the understanding
evident with every presentation. On Monday students also began designing the
vehicle that they will build this week and next. A letter already was sent to you
by email introducing that project. If you would like to join us during one of our

Maggie with her Teddy Bear Jumping J3g
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building sessions, please call to check on the schedule. It will be a lot of fun, and we can use the extra hands. Ask
me: To show you my Jumping Jack and tell you about how it shows energy transfer and simple maaluries at
What is my wheednd-axle vehicle going to look liRdWhat have | done so far or?i¥What part of the work was the

hardes?

Middles on Music When asked what | should write in the Voice this week, Middles said that they want to share
their enthusiasm about music. They are beginning to work on songs for Grandfriends day with our fabulous music
teacher, Eric Simpson While the NVS choir has suspended their lunch time sessions for a while, the Eric is using
the music periods to introduce and practice pieces that the full choir will later bring together and work up for a
winter tour. Students are using a lot more instruments in music, including drums, guitar, and xylophones. Sam Long
is our resident guitarist. He has provided sweet background music in the classroom and on the playground as he
uses every spare moment to practice. Ask me: What am | enjoying most about music? What instruments
played? How am | doing in terms of showing the right behavior in class?

Thank you to Linda Link who has been helping in the classroom as we work with saws, drills, and glue guns at
several different stations. Linda had been a frequent and much needed aid to the students. Thanks to AAUW for the
dictionaries they gave to the Middles students. They are beautiful reference books, and each child has one to bring
home or use here at school (their choice). Thank you to the many friends who have asked how I’m doing during a
rather challenging time. | really appreciate your thoughts and kind expressions. My dear friend Harold Kurtz has
just a few days left in this life. Monday night | was able to visit with him during dinner and later with a gathering of
friends. We had an easy, peaceful, and deeply meaningful time together. | am still somewhat preoccupied with
thoughts about my friend and his family, but the children present a good distraction and are, at the same time,
supportive and caring.

Jackie

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes

What a busy week it has been! | will be gone Thursday and Friday to visit family, so students will work
substitutes Sherry and Marissa (thank you!).

Here are a few highlights from our week:

Chemistry Assessment students worked on Individ ual and Partner assessments to review their
knowledge of atoms, elements, mixtures, compounds, and molecules. Ask them about green and
yellow gloop, a spice and oil mixture, whipped cream colloids, and more.

Basic skills math :We d ve <cont i nu ebdsicskils math asomellsas aurConnected
Mathematicgexts. Ask students about multiplication with large whole numbers and decimals,
finding the areas of oddly -shaped swimming pools (7t and 8"), interpreting graphs (7t) and the
life-cycle of cicadasand its relationship to common multiples.

Weekly Word Study: Thi s week we examined root words,

have |

speci

about the words they chose for their WWS based o

Invention Convention Preparation: Students will be worki ng with Sherry this Thursday and
Friday on the process of inventing. Talk with them about their paper clip inventions and/or
potato worksheets.

Next week wedll |l ook forward to:
Our third visit to Lakeview
The study of energy
Invention Convention preparat ion

See you Monday!

Amy



