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Oct Thurs IS Conferences —Half Day
Fri 16 Conferences —Half Day
Mon 26 NO SCHOOL -Staff Planning Day

Fri 30 Costume Parade
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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.
You are welcome to join us!!

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes

The Harvest Festival was a marvel on all counts. All of the parents involved worked together with confidence
and grace to bring an enchanting party to the community. No one could tell that the Slab Creek Grill was
making its first-ever appearance or that the Tanglebox, music tent, dress-up tent and sword fighting arena
debuted this year as well. They joined traditional events seamlessly and amped up the fun for everyone.

It’s impossible to give individuals the thanks they deserve or to mention everyone who helped out—some
parents worked countless hours in advance and others advanced the cause on the spot by pitching in
spontaneously. A small but mighty band of leaders from the Parents Association did the lion’s share of
planning and executing: Sharon Bergerson chaired the entire event, Tara Will and Tara Rislov orchestrated
the Silent Auction, Mason McMullin ran the Bakery Café and K. J. Konink created the Children’s Activities.
All did an incredible job. I was pinching myself, walking around and seeing people enjoying themselves:
visiting our art and craft vendors, meeting old friends, bidding at the Silent Auction, and watching the great
Rhys Thomas and Jugglemania, all while happily contributing to NVS.

On the food front, stalwart outdoor chefs listened to rock band Donna and the Side Effects as they served up
brats and sauerkraut (brought in from Leavenworth, WA, by generous donors Chris and Kaileen Barley),
pulled pork, hot dogs and salads (whipped up by K. J. Konink). Shae Lambert led the way, recruiting her dad
(Sophia’s grandpa), John LoBello. Chris Barley was the all-day grillmaster, Dave and Sharon Bergerson
hauled in the goods and served at the counter with brave new parents Sam and Brook Schmitz, and Briana
Kimbrough stepped up to join the crew on its first mission. We couldn’t have done it without the generosity of
Oregon Coast Catering, which delivered and loaned a grill and lots of advice to make the Slab Creek Grill a
success. By the way, customers wanted to know where the Grill was located, figuring an outfit this good must
have a restaurant nearby.

Indoors, the professionalism and delicious food continued. Mason McMullin, whose catering experience has
brought tasty efficiency to NVS for three years now, set a beautiful table of baked riches, ably assisted by
Portland friend Denise Pontzer. A legion of helpers, including Shannon Sowle, Stuart Ford, Sherry
Patterson, Jackie Farah, Jenny Case, Kate Parker, Sabine Monn, Nancy Case, Luhui Whitebear, Lizzie
Reyes and Stephanie Colliander, served up a warm NVS welcome and food to match. Dozens of parents and
friends of the school brought goodies from their ovens—cookies, cakes, pies, breads and other delicacies—that
sent customers scrambling for things to sample and take home. Even the Olders baked a pie apiece with
guidance from parent-baker Mary Faith Bell. Thanks, bakers—we may have set a caloric and sales record this
year!
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The Two Taras and Rosalina Wong made the Silent Auction look effortless, but | know better after seeing
their months of hard work procuring and organizing all the tempting auction items and transforming the gym
into an inviting storefront. They were ably assisted by John Rislov, Aaron Will, Kaileen Barley, Kate
Parker, Ran Koch, Karen Strober, Sharon, Dave and Jared Bergerson, Stephanie Welch, Shannon
Sowle, Briana Kimbrough, Jackie Farah, Marissa Fraser, and the relentlessly organized Kaileen Barley.
The room parents who helped organize the class baskets deserve special thanks, and so do all the businesses
and individuals who donated the goods and services we auctioned. The Silent Auction is the workhorse of the
Festival, bringing in profits we put to good use at school. Thanks to those who participated by bidding, and we
hope you will frequent the donors’ businesses all year long. Community support is the key to our existence—
be sure to express your thanks as you do.

This year’s Harvest Festival went to extra lengths to insure a good time for our visitors, and an assortment of
people deserve thanks for creating fun for fun’s sake. K. J. Konink’s amazing Children’s Activity tents
amused hundreds of kids thanks to Andrew Konink, Daniel Monn, Marissa Fraser, Shannon Bishop and a
number of other parent helpers, some of whom pitched in to help on the spot. Former NVS staffer Melissa
Kelly painted faces. By the way, NVS students, including E.C. and Kees Konink, Hunter Kimbrough, Gus
Strober and Zac Will helped me assemble the outstanding Tanglebox prizes ahead of time. For another
outdoor activity, Cheryl Krueger and former parent and teacher Gordon Whitehead pressed cider from
apples donated by many friends of NVS. Inside, Hollis Hartley ran the Quilt Raffle (for a beautiful quilt
donated by our Joanne’s Fabrics friend Pat Lay) and Linda Link sold books she has collected over many
months at the NVS Book Sale. In the meantime, Trustee Barbara Haga connected with former teachers,
parents and students at the NVS Alumni booth.

Ran Koch, who seems to know everything about getting ready for Harvest Festival, sent in all the publicity
and advertising that brought us such good crowds, and Kaileen Barley went above and beyond in her support
work. Robert Polly, Bob Long, John Fiedler, Dave and Sharon Bergerson, Aaron and Tara Will, John
and Tara Rislov, Rosalina Wong, Cheryl and Rob Krueger, K. J. Konink and | helped set up or brought
the grounds back to ready for school, with Andrew Konink putting on the shine with a final cleaning.

I know I’ve missed many other people who helped make the Harvest Festival such a great pleasure this year—
please don’t hesitate to remind me of names I’ve missed and I’ll try to make up for omissions in next week’s

Voice. Thank you, everyone—WE DID IT!

Julie

HARVEST FESTIVAL — Silent Auction

Thank you to everyone who participated in the preparation of the Silent Auction (made a phone call,
picked up an item, dropped off a poster, etc.), made a donation of their own, or came by to place a
bid (we hope you won!). We want to extend our gratitude. We received many wonderful donations
from NVS family members and friends, as well as great items and gift certificates from a large
variety of businesses in Tillamook and Lincoln counties. As you go about your daily activities, please
continue to support those businesses who graciously donated to our school! Tara Will

HARVEST FESTIVAL - Bakery Café

Wow! What a fantastic Harvest Festival. | want to thank all the parents, teachers, and staff who worked so hard to
make the Festival such a successful and stress free event. The Bakery Café exceeded all expectations with sales
over $2300.00! This is mostly due to all the wonderful baked goods that everyone supplied. We had a large
amount of pies and cakes this year, which really helped push our sales up. Way to go everyone and thanks again.
Mason



NVS BOARD CHAIR Notes

And the Gods Were Pleased...

Beautiful weather and what must have been record attendance could mean nothing other than "All Gods
Were Pleased" by the prodigious, conscientious, inspired and cheerful contributions by all community and
parent volunteers who made this year's Harvest Festival "the best ever!" Before learning the monetary
results of that fabulous day, Katharine and | want to congratulate everyone for presenting the most
successful event we can remember. Many regular attendees we talked to expressed the same sentiments,
and it was amazing to hear so many others declare that their visit to the coast this past weekend was
dedicated to the NVS HF.

I could go on and on in praise of the superb layout, the range of activities, the splendid overall organizing
and table presentations, the enthusiasm and patience of the cadres of helpers, the esprit de corps of the
Slab Creek crew and Grill and Parents Committee, the delicious food, etc., etc. BRAVO Harvest Festival
Planners and Workers!

Rhys Thomas is a gem, and his performances seemed to reflect the essence of the magic and fun of the
day. How wonderful to reflect upon the reality of all this positive energy focused in service of fostering
the viability, value, and sense of purpose of Neskowin Valley School...

Most important to me was the delighted and delightful play all ages of children enjoyed throughout the
day. From juggling to Fairy Teas (I confess | wanted to sit under that silky throne chrysalis), from the
treasure hunts through the Labyrinth to the sword fights bested by brave damsels, everywhere children
were smiling, laughing, running, holding hands. | wish all prior parents, donors, trustees, and alumni could
have witnessed those lovely Gueniveres, decked out in their fairy/princess/goddess gowns, taking to the
jousting field, (paper) swords in hand, valiant knightettes about to vanquish their "foes" to keep the honor
of the Gather'Round...

Thanks to all whose efforts have helped enormously to provide for the school.

Goody and Katharine Harding




PARENT Notes

*Attention Parents*

There are new pictures on the Walgreens website! Go to Walgreens.com, choose “Photo” section, and
enter the username and password (below).

Username: nvs@oregoncoast.com
Password: ourkids2009

Right now there are pictures from the Middles trip to blow glass in Lincoln City, the pet blessing and lots
from the fabulous Harvest Festival day! If you have taken any photos you want to share, you can choose
the “upload photos™ option on the right side of the screen once you are in the schools account. Add to an
existing folder or make you own, either way the more photos shared the better!!

If you have questions or need help, please feel free to call me any time! Tracy, 503-939-7272

BEGINNERS’ CLASS Notes

The Beginners did quite a lot of work getting ready for the Harvest Festival, and a big thank you for

all of you that came out in that gorgeous weather Saturday to have fun and support the school.

Taben, Rachel and LuLu painted some beautiful watercolor cards that were sold at the Festival, and

they also let me use their tastebuds and opinions regarding the sale-ability of the sweet potato bread

that we made in class a couple of weeks ago! Lastly, a bigthankyout o parents f o+ addi
d o nféekwell-please-help-me-feel-b et t er ” basket that was sold at ¢t

The best part about last week though was our first experience celebrating a birthday (mine!) and we

had a great time! Everyone helped decorate the birthday crown, we all worked together to make the
cinnamon-sugar birthday bread, and the birthday fairy paid a visit and left a birthday ball, which we

all had a good time unwrapping. Needless to say, we are looking forward to celebratingever y on e’ s
half birthday sometime during the school year!

Work on our creek continues with conversations about the painting of our long sheet of paper that
currently lines our reading area, Boeken Forest. The conversations are focused on what colors to
use, what the creek REALLY looks like, compared to what lots of books have us think creeks look

|l i ke. The question has not yet been posed, but we
creeks/streams/rivers are usually portrayed as being blue. They have made the observation that the
two creeks on school property (or close) are “not

And boy, you should see the roots on the sweet potatoes! Watching them grow has been inspiring,

and we are always on the lookout forothert hi ngs t o pl ant. So far we’ ve
we're getting ready to plant apple seeds from app
to set up some seed starts that we can watchbn thro
and start learning some of the terminology that goes along with plants and growing.

ASK ME:

g about the fingerpainting we did

g about the signs we' re | earning with the song we

g about the stop signs we use in the class
g about my latest reading words

Again, thank you for your support and participation with the Harvest Festival. As a newcomer, | am
totally in awe of the time and energy that went in to making that successful, and thrilled with the fun
that was had by everyone.

Kate


mailto:nvs@oregoncoast.com

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes

Last Saturday was so much fun! I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard on the Harvest Festival.
It was a great success, and everyone had a wonderful time. We have an amazing group of parents here!
Thanks to all of youl

This week during our Gardens and Grounds time, Katie took us on a search for invertebrates. This is
something we are very good at! Worms were discovered, and we talked about how another classroom star, the
wooly bear, is also an dhowthestlitdeckatu@sthedp our dhkderx t  we e k

During our afternoon Story Workshop time we discussed books and why they are important to us. Zac said:
0OThere are books about science an NoalyconimenedY ogue t
can read the books that you create! There are books about yourbodya nd a | | kinds of stu
that he likes funny books, like Wacky WednesdayE| | a added that she | ikes b
bugs, and likes to read bug books. We all agreed that books are special, and look forward to sharing and

creating them together.

Thursday and Friday of this week will be conferences. | will be in conferences both days fror811

which means that children will need to be pickedip at 10:45If you have not signed-up for conferences

yet, please call Kaileen and schedule an appointment. Your child will be a part of the beginning of the
conference, and 106l have activities in the Cen
we will miss sharing and library this week. If you have any questions about scheduling let me know. Thanks.

Ask Medse

éwhat new things do we have in our classroom?
éwhat is an invertebrate?

€ why do cats have large ears?

éwho is Chug Mia?

ét o read miduttshachapu 20

On Monday there were several students sick, as well as Marissa. Thanks for adhering to our request to keep
your child home when theydre sick until their s

I hope you all have a great week, and look forward to seeing everyone at conferences.

Jenny

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes

What a Harvest Festival it was! On Monday | asked Youngers students to write sentences about
their favorite parts. The juggler, dress -up tent, band and food were among the picks. Lucero, who is
both diplomatic and concise, wrote, "l liked everything." Thanks to Youngers parents for getting
every last one of us to our performance of "The Happy Wanderer" on time and ready to sing.

Last Wednesday's pet blessing seems like it happened a thousand years ago. The assembly of pets,
childr en and adults on the back deck in the cool sunshine was worthy of a Nobel Peace Prize. Isaak
and Wyatt were excellent vice -officiants. Youngers wrote and drew thank -you's to Rev. Bonnie
Tarwater on Thursday morning and shared them with Kate that afternoon.
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Today we mailed our entries in the Tillamook Headlight  -Herald's essay contest. The students
wrote on the contest theme, "What | Want To Be When | Grow Up." They worked for three days in
their journals to create essays of between 20 and 50 words, then copied the essays onto lined paper,
mounted them on a backing sheet, and illustrated the border. It was a big project. Now we'll wait to
hear the results, reminding ourselve s that no matter what the judges decide, we've already been
successful.

Homework resumes this week after the Harvest Festival holiday. I'm encouraged by every
homework paper that a student returns. They are encouraged by the interest you take in their work.

With Kate, I'm looking forward to conferences with parents tomorrow and Friday. Please bring
your questions and observations. We'll learn from each other and set a few goals for school and home
in the coming months.

Conversation Starters

Who was our afternoon teacher the day that Kate was sick?

Which students have been special assistants so far?

How do you play the adding game with dice?

What numbers would you have to roll to get to 23 using four regular dice?
Who is substituting for Eric in mus ic this week?

What books did | read with my buddy on Wednesday?

We have field trips planned for the next two Tuesdays. Next Tuesday morning, I'm planning a trip
to North Lincoln County Sanitary's recycling yard in Lincoln City. On the following Tuesday, Oct.
27, we'll go to Howard Brassfield's farm north of Hebo for a pre  -Halloween pumpkin harvest. That is
an early afternoon trip. You are welcome to join us for one or both.

John

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS

While in the Beginners’ classroom for f ocu=sachingr ead:i
watercolor cards that were hanging up to dry, and asked about them. When | told them what they were

and what they were for, each of the Youngers expressed an interest in doing the same, so on

Wednesday, the Youngers painted watercolor cards. LOTS of water color cards. | tore a long sheet of

paper from my roll in the classroom, placed the cards on it, and had Kayden help me carry it into the

B e gi nn e r. Bheydred avennight, | pasted them onto cards, and we had quite time trying to figure

out whose they were. Everyone ended up claiming the ones they had painted, and all were quite pleased

with the results.

Their work with focused reading is paying off with GREAT dividends! More important than the lengthening
of sight-words lists is the exuberance and confidence that is beginning to show up when these individuals
pick up their books and journals and settle down for a bit of reading. | am not the only one noticing a
change in ability and attitude; they are beginning to see and hear the gains that each is making, and
adding comments of support and encouragement throughout the afternoon.

ASK ME:

g about figuring out which watercolor cards were mine

g about BINGO math!

§ about the reading |’ m doing
g about problem solving with each other and some of the Middles

Il " m |l ooking forward to parent conferences!

Kate



MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes

Goal Setting Guides went home in the Homework Folders today. If . . .
possible, 1 would like to come to your home for the conference rather than This Week in the Middles
meeting here at school. We can use the same schedule—Thursday and | @ 6Goal Setting Conferences

Friday afternoons. | can also schedule some visits for evenings that week. A
half-hour should give us enough time. Please call Kaileen to schedule your .
visit. Your child will be part of the conference. Please go over the guide | @Energy. 6ravity, and Toys
with him or her. Ask me: What do | think are my special skills? What do |
enjoy the most and find the easiest? What parts of school are the most October Events

chall enging? What do | want t o d 15-16 Home-Visit Conferences

@ Appreciation

So much to appreciate: Arhis Harvest Festival was the best ever.” This

was the comment from several community people who joined us on Saturday. Many thanks to the parents who gave
their time, talent, and effort through the planning and execution of this terrific event. Everything was beautifully
done—the bakery café, the children’s activities, cider pressing, book store, Slab Creek Grill, the music, the auction
and all aspects of the day. More than one person spoke about the relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. All of the
parents and friends who worked throughout the day showed the joyful, collaborative spirit that we love at NVS.
Thank you all.

More appreciation: The Middles wrote what they appreciate about each of their of their classmates. They gave
deep thought to the actions and attitudes that they see expressed each day and then chose one specific act or quality
that they appreciated. After collecting their lists, | prepared a sheet for each student presenting the comments
anonymously. | wish you could have seen their faces and heard their exclamations as they read through their lists.
They sheets went home in the Homework Folders. You will want to take some time talking with your child about
the comments. Thanks to Tracy Goodman for passing this idea on to me.

Toys were the tools for our introduction to Physical Science. Students discussed and explored sources of energy,
transfer of energy, and gravity as a source of energy. We touched on static and kinetic energy, which are higher-
level concepts covered in more depth at later grades. Our study of physics will continue through December,
culminating in the Invention Convention December 10.

Writing about Glassblowing: In response to a homework assignment, to write
about our glassblowing trip, Sam Long submitted this poetic and inspiring piece. “If
you ever go to a glassbhlowing studio, the experience is great. First go to the gallery
and look at the art. What do you feel? Do you feel like you’re looking at a glass
rainbow towering over a glass sea? Do you feel like you’ve been painted into a
picture by a famous artist? After all, according to most adults, seeing is believing.”

Jackie

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes

Various compounds and mixtures were observed in the Olders’ classroom this past Tuesday.
Students brought in containers filled with substances that ranged from a suspension of cinnamon in water
to the solute taco seasoning mixed in the solvent water. Students also filled out a worksheet that involved
making inferences about mixtures and compounds. Through this process of observation they were able to
articulate various definitions of mixtures all on their own. We have many great thinkers in our classroom!
Perhaps the most interactive part of our study was when we used heat to create chemical bonds between
the elements iron and sulfur, an activity that clearly illustrated the difference between compounds and
mixtures. Our next activity involves the creation of a comic strip about “Molecular Superheroes.” Look
for more information this week!

ear



On Thursday, the Olders’ will be visiting Lakeview Senior
Living Center. During our community time today, students will
engage in creating interview questions to pose to the residents they
will be paired with at Lakeview. We’ll also be discussing our
preconceived notion of what it will be like to visit the center and
meet with someone from a different generation. Please take the
time to talk with your child about their experiences after we visit
on Thursday afternoon. Ask them if there were any surprises as
they spoke with the residents. Was it easy or hard to talk with their
partner? What was their resident’s personality like? This ongoing
project will last through December as we continue to develop
relationships, learn from a different age-group, and discover ways
that we can give back to the residents of Lakeview. Our next visit
will take place on October 28" Pl ease | et me now I youo
interested in helping us drive.

If you have not done so already, please make sure to check with Kaileen and set up a time for your
conferences on Thursday or Friday. These will be half-days, and will end at noon. Please contact me as
soon as possible if you have difficulty making these times.

See you Thursday and Friday!

Amy

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOUSE OF WORDS AT NVS

Interested in poetry in Oregon? A public presentation of work by poets and teachers will be held in the Center

at NVS this Saturday, Oct. 17, from 8 to 9 p.m. The "House of Words" group  worked this past summer at
Lewis & Clark College to make materials from the William Stafford Archive available to teachers. John

Fiedler was one of the participants. Everyone is welcome to come, listen to the  discussion, hear some poetry,
enjoy some music and eat cake. Tell your friends.

be



