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 Volume XVII1, No. 6   October 21, 2009 
 

********  
  Oct Mon 26 NO SCHOOL –Staff Planning Day 
   Fri 30 Costume Parade 
  Nov Sun 1 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
   Thurs  12 Family Math/Science Night 

       ******** 
 

Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
 

You may have noticed that student Morgan Bishop is back at NVS in the Olders classroom. Greet her and 

her mom, Shannon, when you see them. Morgan joined the school last spring, and we’re so happy she has 

returned! 

 

On Friday, our next artist in residence will bring a new round of creativity to NVS students, though 

everyone is familiar with Katie Miesle from her work with Gardens and Grounds each Monday. Katie will 

be integrating art and science in her work with students, and will start them thinking about the Invention 

Convention in December, where they will showcase an invention that solves a problem. I can’t wait to see 

what comes out of the art laboratory in the coming weeks as our artist-scientists express themselves with 

paint, chemistry and physics! 

 

Don’t forget that school is closed next Monday, October 26, for a staff planning day, when teachers gather 

together to plan and integrate their work.  

 

Next week will also mark the last week for the NVS bus, which is going into storage until we have enough 

ridership to support its cost. We’ll be having a farewell celebration for our driver, Steven “Woody” 

Woodbury on Friday, October 30, during our Halloween costume parade. Woody is an excellent driver, 

and has gone above and beyond in his care for the bus and our students. We will miss him! 
 

Julie 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS Notes 

 
I want to thank Sharon Bergerson, Chair of the Harvest Festival, for providing the leadership for what 
many feel was the best Harvest Festival in the event‟s 27 year history. Sharon provided the 
consistent leadership through meetings of the NVS Parent Association for the last year, with the last 
five months being the crunch time for all procurement for the Silent Auction, planning for the 
Children‟s Activities, procurement for the Bakery Cafe, contacting of vendors, securing Rhys 
Thomas, the Juggler Extraordionaire, and Donna and the Side Effects. In addition, parents took on 
the BBQ. 
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Each chair came through big-time with Tara Will, Tara Rislov, Rosalina Morley Wong leading the 
effort to make the Silent Auction as success; Mason McMullin organizing the Bakery Cafe´and 
beating her previous high to reach $2,300; KJ Konink created and made a reality the Children‟s 
Activity area which was both fun-filled and terrifically engaging; Cheryl Krueger kept the delicious 
cider flowing; Shae Lambert and the Bergerson‟s created the BBQ lunch with Chris Barley cooking 
all day. Linda Link chaired the Book sale splendidly and Barbara Haga led the Alum table to new 
heights connecting people and the past, and making new connections for the Google group. There 
were many good workers who filled out the schedule as required and to them I give great thanks. If I 
left out someone please forgive me. 
 
As the dust settled on Sunday it was clear that all efforts had paid off. One parent who had not 
previously been to a Harvest Festival said he thought the event would be kind of a glorified bake 
sale. He said the event on Saturday was full fledged Festival with all the entertainment, smiling 
children costumed and engaged, great entertainment for all ages and wonderful good and vendors 
that implies. 
 
I want to say I told you so, but it is more important that you grasp the amazing capability you have to 
work together towards a shared goal and surpass your expectations. The school has placed an ad in 
local papers to thank the participating contributors to the event, and I know Julie has voiced her 
appreciation in her gracious note last week. I wanted to THANK YOU and encourage those who 
were unable to contribute through time and work on any aspect of the event to join the Thursday 
evening get togethers at 6:30pm at NVS weekly so you can understand how you can make a 
difference from now until next Harvest Festival. 
 
There are school events and some fun days to prepare for, like the Great Pie Bake associated with 
Grand Friends Day and Food Baskets for local families, A holiday ornament creating party, the White 
Elephant Bingo Giveaway, and planning for the Spring Raffle. (Should it be travel, a car, or 
something we have never thought of?) The goal is to raise close to $40,000. So we welcome your 
good company, ideas and willingness to participate in the meeting and the action that results.  
 
NVS asks parents to organize two fundraisers a year to support the school‟s operations and provide 
outreach into the community. The first was Harvest Festival and it achieved its goals on many levels. 
Let‟s graciously take a bow and look forward to continued engagement with even more parents!  
 
Ran 
 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION Notes 
 

Thank you, Ran, for bringing the wine and chocolate to celebrate the wrap-up of the 
Harvest Festival.  The Harvest Festival was a lot of planning, work and fun along the 
way. We are grateful for the parent participation this year and hope it continues as the 
year progresses.   Our focus is moving on to the upcoming holidays of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with projects that will celebrate the season and give back to our communities.  
Please join us this Thursday at 6:30pm at NVS. 
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BEGINNERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
We‟re slowly getting back together after a couple of days of kids being home sick. It‟ll be interesting to 
see how the re-entry goes for all of us, after not being together as a whole class for almost a week. 
 
And there‟s lots on our plate. We continue to work on our inside creek, after an eye-opening visit to the 
creek that cuts across school ground. A couple of quick experiments with water in a glass provoked the 
question, “Why do books always have creeks with blue water,” when what we‟ve seen is that water 
doesn‟t really have a color. I took a glass jar full of water and held it up to different colored clothing while 
asking “what color is it now?” and they all saw the color that was apparent through the water and glass. 
From that we deduced that water is clear and see-through. We stood on the bridge and looked down into 
the creek and saw two different things. First, we saw the brown creek bed, with a couple of inches of 
clear water on top of that. We also saw rocks, some leaves, twigs, etc. When we adjusted our focus, and 
looked at the top of the water, we saw grey, silver and green. It was puzzling for a moment, and then I 
pointed upwards, and their eyes followed my finger until they were looking up into the grey and silver 
clouds, surrounded by green leaves. Puzzle solved! The water was both see through AND a mirror, to 
which Luani said, “They call that a reflection.” 
 
So instead of finger painting the creek/sheet blue for water and brown and grey for rocks, we used foil for 
silver and reflection, and have started tearing up various colors of construction paper for other aspects of 
creek-ness. Time consuming! It‟ll take us awhile before our inside creek is done. 
 
We are also delving into a little bit of sign language, getting familiar with signs through the song(s) that 
we sing at meeting; story-telling, with your child telling the story and me typing/printing it up and going 
back to them to add the art work; and continuing with weekly reading word lessons, trips to the library and 
checking on our rooting sweet potatoes. 
 
ASK ME 

 to share my new reading words with you 
 about reading with my buddy at Gather „Round 
 about my classroom helper job 
 about a quiet way of talking, using my hands 
 
Kate 

 

EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
Last week while we were creating with clay we watched the leaves falling like rain outside our classroom 
window. This is a beautiful place to experience fall, and we’ve been talking a lot about the changes we’ve 
observed. This week we will continue discussing fall, specifically about what is happening to the trees and 
their leaves. We’ll be drawing leaves, and also create clay leaves. 
 
One of my favorite fall traditions is coming up as well –our annual trip to the pumpkin patch. Next 
Wednesday, October 28th, we’ll be going on a field trip to the Bear Creek Artichoke Farm. We’ll leave 
the school at 8:45, and return before lunch. Each child will be able to choose a pumpkin from the patch, as 
well as sample an assortment of apples. I will need drivers and chaperones, so please let me know if you can 
join us. Thanks! 
 
Last week we had several students sick, as well as Marissa. Thanks again for keeping your child home until 
they have fully recovered. We had great help and support in Marissa’s absence; a big thanks to Kate Parker, 
Sherry Patterson, Sabine Monn and Linda Link for your help last week. I hope everyone feels better soon! 
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This Friday Group #1 will have their sharing time: Aleah, Anthony, Ellisen, Ella, Sophia and Cami. 
 
Ask Me’s… 
…how can I tell fall is here? 
…what did we do in music with Sabine? 
…what is our letter of the week? 
…what did game did we play during Gardens and Grounds? 
…what did we do in Art Friday? 
…what did we bake with Marissa? 
…what did we do in Drama? 
…to read with you 20 minutes each day 
 
I really enjoyed meeting with each of you during conferences last week. This year is off to a great start, and I 
look forward to the learning ahead. If you have any other questions, please let me know. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful week! 
Jenny 

 

 

YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 

 
Youngers students returned from the weekend noticeably calm and focused on learning. In their 

class meeting with Kate on Monday, they talked about last week's conferences. All thought that the 

conferences had gone well. I suspect that that perception has a lot to do with the students' current 

ability to concentrate and their enjoyment of their work. Thanks to all the parents who supported 

students through the experience of conferencing. Kate and I enjoyed talking with parents last 

Thursday and Friday, and we were challenged by some of your hopes for the coming year. We will be 

discussing those ideas and refining our plans during the planning day set for this coming Monday, 

Oct. 26. 

    This week has already been highlighted by a visiting poet on Monday and a trip to the recycling 

center yesterday. Jeff Coleman visited the Youngers as part of his daylong poetry sessions with NVS 

students. He journaled with us, told the story of Oregon poet William Stafford, read a couple of 

Stafford poems and joined our snack time before recess. He was impressed by some of the returning 

students who already knew the poems and could recite lines from memory. The students were 

impressed that for snack Jeff ate chocolate cake made by Kate for the poetry event at NVS last 

weekend. 

    Our recycling trip on Tuesday was quick, educational and fun. Lonnie French of North Lincoln 

Sanitary led the tour, which included a tutorial on recyclables, an upclose look at the cardboard 

baling machine, a ride on a forklift, and a trip up into the cab of a big rig to appreciate that 

perspective and blow the air horn. Gretchen Ammerman of NLS, who gave the Gather'round on 

recycling at school today, joined the tour and took photos. This first field trip of the year was made 

possible by parent chaperones Briana Kimbrough and Brook and Sam Schmitz. Thank you. The 

students behaved liked seasoned veterans of off-campus trips. 

    We are looking forward to continuing drama study with Sue Parks-Hilden this week and 

beginning the new series of art classes with Katie Miesle. On Monday one of the students 

complained about having to switch art teachers in midstream but was quickly reassured because he 

already knows Katie as his Gardens & Grounds teacher. We are lucky that so many members of the 

school community are multi-talented. 
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Some Conversation Starters This Week: 

What is the new procedure for beginning-of-the-day journals? 

What does that leave more time for in the early morning? 

Half the students have been special assistants. Who is still to be chosen? 

Can you make a pie chart showing who has been special assistant and who hasn't? 

What new things about recycling did I learn this week? 

What was the best part of Tuesday's field trip? 

Are your library books ready to return to Linda on Thursday? 

  

    We have another local field trip planned for next Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 27, to a farm near Hebo. 

Our mission is to return with enough pumpkins to fill the cornucopia out front. Parents have already 

indicated to me that they're on board for this trip, but Kate and I would welcome others who want 

to join in the fun and help with logistics. Have a good end to your week, and thanks again for the 

inspiring conferences. 

  

John  
 

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 
 
It was such a pleasure getting a chance to sit and talk with each of you about your child‟s time here at 
NVS. Thank YOU for taking the time out of your busy schedules to make that work. I know from talking 
with all the Youngers that they‟re feeling pretty good about the sharing and goal-setting that took place 
during that time. 
 
We‟ve jumped right back into our busy afternoons, with a long discussion about math and what that 
means to them, and some experiments with pop cubes (also called unit cubes) and dice, writing out 
complete equations, and delving into the process of getting to know numbers forward and backwards. 
 
Focused reading continues to go well, with all the children making amazing strides in their ability to 
deconstruct words based on current knowledge of letter and letter-combination sounds, while using 
sentence/word context and pictorial cues to aid their reading. I see weekly growth in the joy and 
confidence they bring to the process, along with a strong and simple pride in their work when they read 
out loud to me or each other. I‟m impressed with this group in that they‟re moving from being private and 
competitive about how smart they are as individuals to being public and collaborative with how smart they 
are (and how they are smart) as a group.  
 
ASK ME 

 about the sign language we‟re learning 
 what we‟re doing to get to know various numbers 
 what books I‟m reading 
 about my reading words, easy AND hard 
 
Kate 

 

 

MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 

 
Thanks for the hospitality. I really enjoyed meeting with each of you during the goal-setting conferences. 

Thank you very much for letting me join you in your home. It was fun to see the children in their “other life.” They 

seem very capable and self-contained at school, but I was reminded of how young they really are when I saw them 

in the family setting. This is a remarkable group of children, and I thank you for the love and support you give your 

child, which was so evident as we talked together.   
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Visiting poet inspired the class. Jeff Coleman, a poet working with 

John Fiedler as a member of the Stafford Studies Program and Lewis and 

Clark College, brought the poetry of William Stafford to the Middles 

classroom Monday. He selected one of Stafford’s seasonal poems, “The 

Little Girl by the Fence as School,” inspiring the students with the language, 

emotion, and patterns of the piece. Each child wrote a poem with a similar 

form. The work will be published in a chapbook in time for Grandfriends’ 

Day. More about Poet Laureate William Stafford and the poem shared with 

the class are in the newsletter from the Friends of William Stafford at 

http://www.wmstafford.org/pdf/may2005.pdf . Ask me: What was my poem 

about? Do I like writing poetry? What kinds of poems do I like to listen to? 

To read? 

 

Our physics lessons  have moved from toys to kitchen tools. Students 

were able to identify three different types of levers in the bag of cooking 

gadgets I brought from home: garlic press, metal tongs, nut cracker, can opener, scissors, and bamboo tongs. We 

explored the changes required in effort as the fulcrum moves closer to the load in a type 1 lever. Ask me: How did 

we measure force (or effort) when we were trying to raise the block off the table? What difference did it make when 

we moved the fulcrum? What were we using as a fulcrum? How did Maggie lift Jared four feet into the air? 

 

Becoming a Card-Carrying Cloudspotter is the goal for Middles this week. In the homework packet are 

several items that will help them with this effort: a song to learn, a chart to study, spelling words to memorize, and a 

Cloudspotter’s Verification which needs to be completed by an adult. The test for qualifying for the Cloudspotter’s 

Card happens Friday morning. Middles will present their Cloudspotting work at the Gather óRound next week. I 

hope you will be able to attend. Ask me: What kind of help do I need in learning my cloud information? What kinds 

of clouds I spotted this week?  

 

Jackie  

 

 

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

Last Thursday the Olders packed into Cheryl and Stephanie’s cars to head to 

Lakeview Senior Living Center. As we talked about our upcoming adventure, 

we each had our expectations as to what the atmosphere at the Center would be 

like. Helen commented that she hoped the nursing home would be quiet and 

peaceful. Several students expressed apprehension at chatting with the elderly 

residents, afraid that they would offend them, or that the residents would 

misunderstand them. As we walked into the Center at 10:30, Rachel, our guide, 

met us and escorted students in pairs to rooms to visit. At 11:30, students 

reluctantly parted with their residents and we shared a few moments of 

reflection in a corridor. How amazing it was: students immediately began 

commenting on the gifts they had received from the residents (one group was 

lucky enough to score cookies, while another received a beautiful photo of 

their resident with a handwritten note on the back). Overwhelmingly, the 

residents were rejuvenated by the visits, and the stories they shared have 

students itching to begin writing their memoirs. Here are a few snippets from 

the women we interviewed… 

 Two of the women we visited were baseball or softball players in their youth.  

 One woman was a firefighter when she was younger.  

 One resident emigrated from Germany in her early childhood.  

 One woman was a former teacher.  

This Week in the Middles 

ɷ Visiting Poet Jeff Coleman 

ɷ Levers, Gears, and Pulleys 

ɷ Cursive Handwriting 

ɷ Cloud Test Friday Morning 
 

October Events 
26-No classes. Staff Dev. Day 

28-Middlesõ Presentation at 

Gatherõ Round 

30-Halloween Parade at School 

Dinner Table Discussionsé 

 How would you describe the 

characters and personalities of 

the residents you visited? 

What do you know so far 

about their life story? 

 How is your work on your 

Molecular Superheroes comic 

strip coming? Remember, 

your Second Rough Draft is 

due Friday, October 23
rd

, and 

your Final Draft is due 

Tuesday, October 27
th

.  

 This week we will begin 

handwriting and keyboarding. 

Using the handwriting analysis 

handout, how would you 

describe your handwriting? 

What letters have you learned 

so far in keyboarding? 

http://www.wmstafford.org/pdf/may2005.pdf
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Next week on Thursday at 10:00 we will leave school to make our second visit to Lakeview. We’ll 

continue to interview the residents, giving them the chance to share their truly marvelous stories about 

their past and present lives. We will need two drivers to help transport; please let me know if you can 

help. Cheryl and Stephanie, thank you so much for your assistance last week! 

 I’ve greatly enjoyed the chance to conference with parents and students this past week. I feel like I 

know each of you a bit better now, and am overwhelmingly grateful for the investment parents have 

shown in their child’s education. There were many common themes regarding goals that emerged over the 

course of conferences, and I’ll share a few below: 

 Each and every parent hoped that students would keep and develop their joy for learning.  

 Parents and students alike want to have more practice with foundational skills in math such as varying 

levels of multiplication and division. 

 About 90% of students expressed their desire to become better readers out-loud.  

 Several parents and students requested that we spend more time in class working on their organization and 

self-management skills.  

I appreciate the thought and effort that each parent and student put into creating realistic, creative goals. 

We’ll continue to emphasize these throughout the school year! This week we’ll begin by taking a look at 

homework and planning skills. Early next week I’ll be sending home a copy of my notes from our 

conferences so that you can use these as a reference throughout the year.  

 

Amy 
 

 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS Notes 

 
For the past few weeks, we’ve been exploring the world of plants and soil and NVS. All the students had an opportunity to taste 

some of our delicious edibles, including nasturtiums, chives, and mint. The Middles and Olders have adopted plants in the 

labyrinth to study over the course of the school year. The Youngers did a treasure hunt to learn more about the life cycle of 

plant and the Explorers have been fascinated by the world of invertebrates, especially our resident worms. For the next two 

weeks, we’ll be continuing our studies as we prepare the ground for cold weather, plant cover crops to reduce erosion, add more 

nutrients to the soil, and improve drainage to get ready for the winter rains. 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

NVS family  is in need of an affordable year - round  RV space for a 35  ̃trave l trailer. Require electrical 

/water /sewer hook - ups. Please call Shannon at 541 - 921- 6039.  
 

 
 
NVS mom desires entry level work, 1-3 days per week, in the wildlife, forestry, or green industries, but any work is 
greatly needed. I am versatile and willing to fit in where you have a need, from clerical to labor. Thank You! 
Shannon Bishop, 541-921-6039 
 

 

Want to hear a great story? The Bay City Arts Center is hosting the nationally recognized Native 

American storyteller Mark Doty, who will present a free evening of storytelling starting at 7 p.m. A little   

closer to home, you can hear the 2009 Native American Music Awards Artist of the Year, flutist Jan 

Michael Looking Wolf, at the Kiawanda Community Center in Pacific City on Saturday, October 24, at 7 

p.m. General admission is $10, $5 for students. Next week is a monthly meeting of the Indian Education 

Literacy Night on Wednesday, October 28 from 4:30-6:30, which features storytelling and a potluck. 

Juanita Whitebear, the grandmother of Niko and Chechiyo, hosts this program at Taft High School. 

Admission is free. 


