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Gather'rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.
Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.

M You are welcome to join us!!

On Friday, students and teachers will come to school dressed in their Halloween finery. We will have a special
Gather’Round first thing in the Center, including a farewell to Woody, our bus driver, and a costume parade.
Parents are welcome to stay and join in the festivities. After that, everyone will change out of costumes and
we’ll enjoy a regular school day.

Have fun planning your child’s costume, but please don’t bring swords, light sabers, guns, sticks, wands, or
anything that might poke others to school. Candy creates another distraction, so please leave it at home as well.

A dedicated group of parents plans to provide a spaghetti lunch for all the students and staff on Friday, so
you’ll only need to pack a snack for your child that day. These occasional lunches are always a lot of tasty fun,
and remind us all of the joys of sharing a communal meal. Thanks in advance to these thoughtful “hot lunch”
providers. Speaking of which, I’d also like to extend thanks to Vicci Henderson, who cheerfully picks up
school pizza from Humble Pie in L.incoln City on her way in to pick up her grandson, Beginner Taben
Henderson!

BegIvveRs’ CLASS Notes

“Hey! Hey! The gang’s all here...” Song for the week, now that all the Beginners are back at school,
healthy and happy. Great way to start a week: pumpkin patch field trip. We met at the Bear Creek
Artichoke store/farm/pumpkin patch, and wandered back to the field with a wheelbarrow (simple
machine!) in tow. After engaging in a thoughtful decision-making process, everyone headed back for the
weigh-in and paying process with their perfect pumpkin(s), having only been sprinkled by rain a couple of
times. Big thanks to Richard, Merilee, Maile and Vicci for providing transportation, and to lil’ brother Eli for
accompanying us, and to LuLu, Taben and Rachel for having fun and picking such awesome pumpkins.

The BIG box in our classroom has been moved to a corner in Boeken Forest, where it will remain as our
burrowed-out tree trunk, big enough to hold three comfortably ensconced readers. So if your journey
brings you to our room and they seem to have disappeared, check there first.

After our trip and snack at school, all three worked on representing some aspect of the field trip. LuLu
and Rachel painted at the easel, and Taben got markers and paper from the art shelves and made two
drawings of pumpkins. At meeting, we read “Pumpkin Jack” (thank you Linda!), which has inspired us to
follow suit and watch a pumpkin as it slowly rots, turns to compost, and then (hopefully) surprises us in
the spring. All done outside of course, and with guidance from Katie.
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Fall, pumpkins, cold, wet, rain, frost, hail, colored leaves, staying warm, hot chocolate... All of these seem
to be swirling their way around our time at school. When we’re inside and warm, the energy surge is
towards the out-of-doors; when we’re outside, wonderings occur about the fireplace inside. Perhaps
restlessness, as reflected in the quick changes of weather, wind in the trees and music-making of all the
leaves is coursing through ourselves as well.

ASK ME:

about making pumpkin seeds edible

about the similarities between finger-painting and the insides of pumpkin guts!
about the new meeting spot in Boeken Forest

to pick out books that you can read to me

about our brainstorm for our next field trip!

Kate EK

Thanks to all of you who joined us on our field trip to the pumpkin patch at Bear Creek this morning. The

whole experience is so pleasant: the trees with their wonderful fall leaves, the joyful conversations
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wonder this is such a highly anticipated event.
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Speaking of beautiful fall leaves, the children made some clay leaves of their own last week. Julie will be
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for the great pattern) which we will be making more of this week. Our week started with an especially
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devices, and creating and testing our own theories. | look forward to getting started on this new area of

study with this creative group. If you happen to have interesting books on this topic, or experiences to

share, please let me know.

On Friday we will have our annual all-school costume parade. The children are invited to wear their
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off our whimsical garb. After the parade the children change into their everyday clothes to finish the day.
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not. This is a really great photo opportunity, so | hope you all can make it!

Friday is also our first bookmobile day (for the afternoon students). | put an application for a bookmobile

card in the cubbies of those | have not gotten one from yet. Please return the application to me by
Friday. Thanks.

¢KA& CNARI @& A& DShiRindzKdes| Evafaad Jdffiléyk NA y 3 51 &Y
1341 asSQax

XgKEFEG ¢la Y& FFE@2NRARGS LI NI 27
X (i éng Five Little Pumpkirend Ten Little Witchewith you
...to read my pumpkin book with you
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| hope you all have a spook-tacular Halloween! i~
Jenny



YounGeRs” CLASS Notes

On Monday Kate and | planned for the next six weeks leading up to December's "Invention
Convention." We intend to guide Youngers students toward ideas for inventions through group
investigations of simple machines. Much of this preparation will take place in the afternoons with
Kate. I'll provide support. In general, most of the preparation for the Invention Convention will
happen at school. We intend to remove as much of the stress of getting a project ready for
public display as we possibly can. We hope that instead of stress the students will
experience the joy of discovery, the thrill of creation, and the satisfaction of a job well done.

Tuesday's field trip to the pumpkin farm turned the Youngers into gift givers. We did the math
to see how many students are at school and then made pumpkin tickets in the morning, handed
them out to the other classes before lunch, and invited everyone to redeem the tickets for free
pumpkins at the end of the day. We got a break in the weather on a very blustery day and met a
fine gentleman, Howard Brassfield, who guided us into his pumpkin patch in the lower forty.
Tracy Goodman took photographs of the joyful harvest. Briana Kimbrough and Bleiz and
Hunter's grandmother, Theresa, helped drive and chaperone.

Halloween is almost here. We're looking forward to Friday morning's costume parade at
school. After the parade, we'll put away our gear and have a normal day. As always, we openly
discourage candy at NVS. Please help us by keeping the Halloween bounty at home. Thanks.

The students and | came up with another category for sharing items on Fridays: riddles. Make
some up together and send them in.

Here's a reminder that bookmobile books are due back this Friday. NVS library books are due
every Thursday. ,,p:: ~—
Conversation Starters . . . : & s
What's the story of "Mr. Popper's Penguins."” %

What are some of the other kids going to be for Halloween?

What did we find out about our long-awaited new student, Darius?

How do we decide whether the playground creek is open for wading at recess?
Is the extra clothes box stocked with The Big Five?

What are some of the students’ current "Essays of the Week" about?

The teaching staff is getting behind good table manners at lunchtimes. Our class is practicing
at our daily snack time, too. We hope that this initiative pays off at home, and we know that your
attention to it will benefit us as well.

Last week's class poem, "My Name is William Tell,” was very popular. This week's is a sort-of
riddle, "Who Robbed the Woods?" It's in the new homework. Students work on memorizing the
poems at school, and art teacher Katie Miesle has agreed to be part of the audience for
recitations on Friday mornings. Looking for new poems for the students is one of the very
enjoyable parts of my job. Please let me know how your shared readings of these at home are
going.

On Monday, November 2™, | will be at a math conference. Kate has a family commitment.
Subbing for us will be Nancy Whitehead in the morning and Linda Link in the afternoon. Nancy is
a longtime public school teacher and a novelist. Linda needs no introduction. Please remind your
child about the change for next Monday.

Happy Halloween!

John
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Two pumpkin trips in one day, with great similarities and delightful differences! A BIG thank you
to Howard Brassfield for his warm and heartfelt welcome to his farm, as well as to Dorothy,
Brianna and Tracy for transporting the bunch of us up to his place, and to John as well, for
remembering to put out the cones, which we used as our main visual aids in finding the right
driveway!

The findings in the field were astounding and included butternut squash, as well as something
that looked like a Halloween version of brains (really!), to tiny, white pumpkin-shaped gourds, to
big, BIG ready-to-be-made-into-jack-o-lantern pumpkins. While the idea of getting back to school
and playing on the playground was enticing, every Younger kept with the job of emptying out the
back of my car (50 pumpkins!), carrying them to the cornucopia, and then letting all the other
students know that the “Pumpkin Store” was open for business. Tickets that the Youngers had
made and distributed earlier were exchanged for a pumpkin of your choice, with upgrades
allowed later on, after school was out and the inevitable change of mind occurred.

We’re delving into simple machines this week, discovering what they are, how frequently we use
them, and how they make our lives easier.

Math explorations and focused reading continue on, both being met with curiosity, excitement
and reassurance (things change and stay the same, all at the same time). | realize how
comforting the time they spend doing focused reading has become, with lights dampened a little,
soft background music, various seating arrangements, including pillows, etc. An afternoon
without focused reading just makes it all the more desirable the next day.

A big shout-out to all the Youngers for energetically and joyfully fulfilling the purpose of the field
trip: to bring back to school a pumpkin for each child! Well done!

ASK ME:

+ totell you about the pumpkin patch, Harold, the tractor and cart, and anything else | can think of
that | thought was pretty cool.

+ to point out simple machines while we’re driving in the car, at home, anywhere and everywhere!

+ about our plans for Math night coming up on Thursday, November 12th.

+ about “The Three Questions,” and what | thought of the book.

+ to share reading with you: I'll read the words | know, and you can read the rest.

Kate



MIpDLES’ CLASS Notes

Culmination of our cloud study. Having done just about everything
one can do with clouds—pictures, poetry, triptychs, songs, and quizzes—
we wrapped up this exploration with our own version of a reality show.
Today the Middles presented “America’s Got Clouds!” for the NVS
Gather‘Round. The idea for the production came out of a particularly
fruitful class brainstorming session Tuesday morning. By the afternoon
the students had written scripts, prepared the visuals, and rehearsed their
roles for hosts, contestants, commercial breaks, and sports news breaks,
each feature designed to share information about clouds. They were ready
for our first run-through of the show by the end of the day. The program
at Gather ‘Round was terrific. All the performers showed confidence and
courage as they presented their learning to an appreciative audience
including some of the parents, too. It was great fun.

Authorities are still awaiting the last bit of paperwork required for
the applications for the Cloudspotters’ cards—not all of the verifications
and take-home tests have been returned, but we hope to have that work
completed soon. Ask me: Have | turned in all of the paperwork for
Cloudspotterbdés card? 1|1 s ther eof
the cloud study did I like the best?

This has been a month of poetry. The Middles have done a lot of
poetry writing and reading this month, during free writing time as

well as in response to assignments. Most of the poems are in blank
verse (no rhyming) and they capture a moment through the use of
vivid and creative images. Here is a preview of some of the poems
which will be published in a chapbook in time for Grandfriends’ Day.

They were written in response to a poem by Poet Laureate William
Stafford or in conjunction with the cloud study. Ask me: What was
my poem about? Do | like writing poetry? What kinds of poems do |
like to listen to? To read?

The use of pulleys and gears will occupy our time and thinking for the remainder of the week. Students
will explore the contraptions, then design and create a not-so-simple jumping jack based on a character from a
favorite storybook. Next week Leslie Gordon will join us to teach design technology. This is a major
curriculum component in many European schools—something that students work with through all the grades.
It fits well with our physics study, and it certainly is a lot of fun. The students are challenged to design and
construct a vehicle using a variety of tools and simple machines. They will prepare scale drawings then use
drills, saws and hammers to build their prototype energy-efficient complex machine. Ask me: How did we
measure force (or effort) when weed the pulley What difference did it make when uged two pulleys
Whatdid | learn &out gears from the egg beda?er

Jackie

f



OLDERSOCLASS Note

Happy Halloween! We have a busy week ahead of us. Thursday, October 29™ we will make our
second visit to Lakeview Senior Living Center. Friday, October 30" is our annual all-school Costume
Parade. Come dressed in full garb (no weapons, please and remember to bring a change of clothes to

wear after the parade). Parents are invited to attend.

Tuesday, motivated by some exceptional conversations with
parents during conference time, we began our math week by working on
foundational skills. This week we investigated two-digit multiplication
and multiplication with decimalsFor some students this is new, for
others it is a helpful review. As an aid for future work, students have
been given a “cheat sheet” that they can refer back when they encounter
similar problems in the future. Ben gave me some great ideas for future
cheat sheets that involved showing steps for problems in a comic-strip-
like panel. We’ll make these “foundational skills” review sessions a
regular part of our week.

Students entered the classroom today with gifts of homework to
turn in. The results were a mixed bag. Most students had completed their
science homework, but only about 50% of students had finished their
math homework. We are realizing that our weeks are quite busy with
sports, family time and schoolwork. One way that may help students to

manage these various schedules is some work on planning ahead

Students have been working in their planners to map out their weeks and

nner Tabl e
How was your second visit
to Lakeview? What new
information did you learn
about your residents?

This week we examined
language across time. What
are some of the common
colloquialisms used in the
1930’s-50’s? Do we have
any similar phrases today?
Have you completed your
Molecular Superheroes
comic strip (due Friday,
October 30"™)? Check the
“Rubric Checklist” to make
sure you’ve met the criteria
for the assignment.

C

decide which days they will do certain pieces of homework. This practice could become a family affair; an
added side benefit is that you may get the chance to participate in your child’s homework more often. |
appreciate all the suggestions I’ve received via parents and students regarding homework; keep them

coming!
Have a safe and happy Halloween week.

Amy

NVS family is in need of an affordable year
Iwater/sewer hook - ups. Please call Shannon at 541 - 921- 6039.

-xQOUOEd: »d @0 &AE Ed E O x d REquieyeleatridak AUE Nd U x A&

NVS mom desires entry level work, 1-3 days per week, in the wildlife, forestry, or green industries, but any work is
greatly needed. | am versatile and willing to fit in where you have a need, from clerical to labor. Thank You!

Shannon Bishop, 541-921-6039




