
                                                                                                                         1  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 Volume XVII1, No. 4   October 7, 2009 
 

********  
  Oct Fri 9 NO SCHOOL –Inservice Day 
   Sat 10 HARVEST FESTIVAL 
   Thurs  15 Conferences –Half Day 
   Fri 16 Conferences –Half Day 
   Mon 26 NO SCHOOL –Staff Planning Day 
   Fri 30 Costume Parade 

       ******** 
Gather’rounds are every Wednesday 11:30-11:50am unless noted differently.  

Morning Music is every Monday 8:30-8:45am, or Tuesday on weeks when there is no school on Monday.  
You are welcome to join us!! 

 

HEAD OF SCHOOL Notes 
 

Locating students and teachers in the building has been especially challenging lately—classrooms have emptied as 

teachers have taken students’ science, art, physical education and writing work outdoors. Explorers investigated our 

very lively composting worm bins during Gardens and Grounds, Youngers deliberately muffed football throws to 

help their classmates practice encouraging remarks, nearly every student added more sticks to our growing 

cornucopia sculpture, and even the upstairs guinea pigs enjoyed some time outdoors as they joined the Olders 

during P.E. Last week, the Middles combined science and art as they watched glass morph from solid to liquid to 

gas and back again at the Jennifer Sears Glass Foundry in Taft, and the Olders dispatched invasive plants at the 

Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge. We are lucky to have the flexibility to take advantage of the rich teaching 

capacity of the outdoors, especially when the weather is so stunning. 

 

We hope it holds for the Harvest Festival, this Friday and Saturday. We need lots of parent volunteers for set-up 

Friday (the Parents Association will bring pizza for lunch) and all hands on deck Saturday to help run events. John 

tells me the clean-up on Sunday is a fabulous time, too. Please introduce me to your family and friends when you 

bring them on Saturday—I love meeting the people who go out of their way to support your children. 
  

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS Notes 
 

Beginning THIS Friday the school will be a beehive of activity.   
 

We need you to work out a schedule so that you can be a part of the hive.  
 

Queen Bee Sharon Bergerson needs worker bees to serve food, greet the public, help with the Silent Auction, set-up 

on Friday... 
 

I understand there are conflicts with soccer, football and other previously scheduled events.  
 

Please work out carpools, maybe not attending this game and doing a trade-off with your children's friends parents 

so you can help make this event a success. It is critical to being a parent at NVS to engage in this event with your 

fellow parents. AND IT IS FUN when we all participate! 
 

You can look at the list attached to the email and simply reply to Kaileen through nvs@oregoncoast.com so we can 

fill in the blanks and people this event with you and your fellow parents. 
 

DO IT NOW ! 
 

Randall Koch 
ran@oregoncoast.com 

mailto:nvs@oregoncoast.com
mailto:ran@oregoncoast.com


                                                                                                                         2  

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL – Silent Auction 

 
Class (and staff) baskets are coming together beautifully and will be a wonderful addition to the Silent 
Auction! Parents, if you haven’t donated an item for your child’s class basket, please contribute a few dollars 
to the room parent for class basket expenses.  
 
The auction catalog has been uploaded to the website and will be updated again tomorrow. Online bidding is 
available for those who are unable to attend our Harvest Festival. Take a look and tell your friends. 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL - Bakery Café 

 
The children are back in school and the nights are getting chilly.  It also means it is time to get cozy in the kitchen 

and start baking homemade goodies for the Harvest Festival. 

 

The Bakery Café is one of the most enticing parts of the Harvest Festival, and we need as many delicious donations 

as possible!! Thanks to all of you who have already agreed to donate this year, and for those who haven’t, don’t 

worry.  It is not too late.  We need as many baked goods as possible to make it a big success.  Pies, cakes, cookies 

(Big and Normal size), cobblers, cup cakes, and rice crispy treats are all popular.  We do ask that items be 

homemade rather than from packages. 

 

Suggestions of baked goods we would like to offer at the Bakery Café. 

Layer Cakes     Breads 

Pies      Scones 

Large Cinnamon Rolls    Bundt Cakes 

Large Decorative Cookies   Pound Cakes 

Rum Cakes     Chocolates 

Cup Cakes     Brownies 

Large Muffins     Tarts 

Cookies     Fudge 

Shortbreads     Cobblers 

Candies      Bar Cookies 

 

*Due to health regulations we cannot accept cream pies, cheesecakes, custards, or uncooked cream frostings. 

 

 

Delivery 

 

All baked goods must be donated to the school by 5:00pm on Friday, October 9, unless other arrangements have 

been made.  We want everything to be as fresh as possible, so if you prefer to bring your donation before 9:00am 

Saturday, please let us know.  Please have your items to the drop off location by 3:00pm on Friday and someone 

will bring them to the school. 

 

 

South Drop Off Location:    North Drop Off Location: 

 

Sharon and Dave Bergerson    Wing Ridge Construction / Tracy Goodman 

2442 NE 57
th
 Court     6350 Pacific Ave. 

Lincoln City      Pacific City 

541-994-3121 503-9397272 

(West at Stop sign in PC, second building on the Left) 
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Packaging 
 

We will need everything pre-packaged and ready to go.  Please put items in a zip lock bag, saran wrap or similar 

packaging.  The Tillamook Health Department will be checking on us, so we will need everything well packaged.  

We always appreciate creative packaging that will entice customers.  Jars full of cookies with a nice label, brown 

paper bags decorated by your child with your wrapped goodies inside, or pies and cakes brought on dishes from 

Goodwill that could be sold with your baked goods are a few ideas. 
 

Packaging should be as follows: 
 

(1), (6), or 12 cookies or brownies per bag. 

Fudge needs to be cut into one inch pieces with (6) per bag or five inch pieces with (1) per bag. 

Cobblers, cakes, and pies left whole and well wrapped. 

Breads left whole and well wrapped. 

Muffins and Scones individually wrapped. 

Cups cakes will be displayed on a tray with saran wrap over the top, so please deliver to us in a similar way. 

Rice Crispy treats need to be individually wrapped or in (6), or (12), pieces per bag. 
 

Ingredient Cards 
 

This is a must for all baked goods.  The ingredient cards are located on the bulletin board and will also be 

available at the school on Friday.  Please mark off all the ingredients you used.  Please pay special attention to nuts 

as we have students with allergies.  Please include an ingredient card with each item.  Important:  If you deliver 

anything to us on a tray or plate that you would like returned, please mark it well.  Some pies/cakes are sold 

whole and need to be on a disposable pie tin or paper plate. 
 

Not a baker?  We also will be in need of servers, cashiers, kitchen help, set up and clean up crews.  

Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board in the school hall. 
 

Thank you so much for your help and support!!!!!!!! 
 

If you have any questions please contact Mason McMullin.  541-921-3420 or masonmc@earthlink.net   
 

 

BEGINNERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

It’s been a good and bittersweet week for us. Last Thursday, we said “goodbye” to Jameson and his family, Tanya 

and Jonathan. We continue to talk about Jameson and the fun we had with him and it’s great to see/hear the kids 

mention him when something reminds them of him.  

 

Our ideas about “transferring” a real creek into our classroom continues to impact the work in our classroom. 

There’s a very long piece of white paper in our forest and we’re looking at pictures of what our creek looks like to 

help us make decisions about what colors, shapes, textures, etc. to use in transforming the paper into a creek. 

 

Linda provided us with a cool book about bridges, and the children have been looking at pictures of bridges and 

then imitating the drawings with their bodies to make bridges of their own. Through this work, we’ve done a basic 

exploration of the idea of gravity, and I look forward to more of those conversations. Who’d-a-thunk that a 

conversation about creeks and forests would have led us into an ongoing investigation into one of the basic tenets of 

physics! Whew! 

 

ASK ME: 

 about the new song we’re singing at meeting: “We’re so strong...” 

 about Katie the Spice Lady 

 about the two COOL things that happen in the month of October! 

 about the watercolor paintings we did for the Harvest Festival. 

 reading in front of the fireplace. 
 

Kate 
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EXPLORERS CLASS Notes 

 
There’s been a lot of purring and meowing in our class the past couple of weeks. We’ve been learning 
about cats and their habits, and sharing lots of our own stories as well. Please send in pictures of your 
cat if you have some—we’ll be sharing them in class. 
 
During our group math time this week we continued exploring patterns. While the class worked, I found 
a wooly bear crawling across the table. I asked the class to extend the color pattern on the wooly bear 
(black, orange, black) which they did, happily. We’ll continue talking and creating patterns and see 
where else they pop up. 
 
We had our first Gardens and Grounds class with Katie Miesle on Monday. Katie showed us the worm 
bin (which was VERY popular) and also pointed out the edible plants in our labyrinth garden. The class 
was very interested in learning about the garden and the worms, and look forward to our next class with 
Katie! 
 
On Monday we were also delighted to welcome a new student—Seraina Monn has joined our morning 
preschool class, and was welcomed warmly by the other students. Please be sure to say hello to Seraina, 
her mom Sabine, and father Daniel. 
 
The Harvest Festival is just days away and Karen Strober is working hard to get our class Silent 
Auction baskets together and ready for the big day. Thanks so much to those of you who have already 
contributed. The theme is “Tsunami Survival,” and we need board games, crafts, and other related items. 
You can also give Karen $20 and she can purchase things for you. We need to have this done by 
Thursday, October 8th. A BIG thanks to all of you who are working so hard on this important 
and fun event! 
 
Ask Me’s… 
 

…what new song did Marissa teach us? 

…who is our new friend in class? 

…what does “nocturnal” mean? What other animals are nocturnal? 

…what did we bake with Marissa Tuesday? 

…what is a pattern? 

…what’s our letter of the week? 

…what did Linda read to us in Library? Also, books are due back Thursdays. 

…to read with you 20 minutes each day. 

 
I hope you all have a great week, and I’ll see you at the Harvest Festival Saturday! A reminder there’s no 
school Friday, Oct. 9th due to a state in-service. 
Thanks, 
Jenny 
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YOUNGERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

    On Monday Youngers students prepared calendar cards for the 31 days of October. The resulting 
classroom calendar is colorful and easy to read. We're now building it day by day as we head deeper into 
this second month of school.  
    Six of eight students returned homework pages last Wednesday, the best percentage so far. Thank 
you. In the spirit of the carnival, I'm declaring a Harvest Festival holiday from homework this week. We'll 
resume next week with the next set of lettering practice going home. At school I'm reinforcing your good 
lessons around the kitchen table and introducing students to the sounds that individual letters make. We'll 
soon move on to the sounds that letters make in familiar combinations--such as qu.  
    Thank you to room parents Brook and Tracy for their work on the Youngers' baskets for Harvest 
Festival.  
    The Youngers are preparing a song as part of this Saturday's afternoon performances. We've been 
practicing in class and with Eric during music. We may not remember all the words exactly but our 
enthusiasm will overcome any shortcomings. Tracy has found a pattern for costuming that goes along 
with the song's Oktoberfest theme, too, and we may just pull that off. 
    With Kate's help, we've completed paper-collage symbol houses. Each of these art pieces tells a story 
visually about its creator, once the key is understood. We'll have them up for public viewing at the 
Harvest Festival.  
  

Conversation starters: 
Which calendar card numbers did you make? 

What did you have to think about when making your cards? 

What song are we practicing to sing at Harvest Festival? 

What are we making to wear for the performance? 

Do you know a symbol? 

How does your symbol house tell a story about you? 

What's the story of The Hundred Dresses? 

What lessons does the book teach about how to treat people? 
  

    I've been reading the short novel The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes during our daily Read-Aloud 
periods after recess. This 1944 classic is a complicated story about slightly older children, 
but Youngers students have stuck with it with increasing comprehension and insight. We even have 
individual copies in which to follow along, thanks to the school's excellent book sets used so extensively 
by Jackie's and Amy's classes. I've seen some of you browsing in the book shelves just outside our 
classroom door. You have my encouragement. The students see your interest, too, and are eager to 
begin to read books like those for themselves. 
  

John  
 

AFTERNOONS WITH THE YOUNGERS 

Busy afternoons with this particular group of young folk! We’ve had a variety of great conversations 
(which I’ll get written up and sent out to you), a great experiment in PE, and an enthusiastic response to 
an idea for the Harvest Festival initiated by the Beginners. 
 
One of the ideas that we’ve been working on is the idea of good sportsmanship, and how that can show 
up in a variety of ways. We started with the basics on Monday during PE. The set-up was this: when 
thrown t he football, miss the catch on purpose, and when being a goalie and a kick comes your way, miss 
it on purpose. The idea was not to practice making mistakes, but to allow those around you to practice 
being supportive instead of negative. It was juicy work. We talked about responses in the classroom, and 
had a great conversation about the differences between being supportive and dishonest. I described the 
scenario (score is tied 3-3, time is dwindling, and you let a ball get by, ending the game with a loss), and 
asked them for ideas about what they could say to the goalie. Some ideas were “Nice try,” “You’ll get it 
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next time,” and “You’re getting better.” One of the ideas was “It’s okay,” and we talked about whether or 
not it was honest. They basically came to realize that having feelings about the end result of a game is 
okay, and having a supportive outlook to teammates is important as well.  We went down to the field 
and put it into practice, with people choosing to miss football passes, kicked balls (or both), and giving 
class/team mates the opportunity to offer encouragement. The net result was pretty cool, a coming 
together of a wide array of personalities, temperaments, talents, etc., for one common good, the support 
of one-another.  
 
Today we got a chance to experiment with that when the class was having a difficult time getting quietly 
up to their room. Instead of putting the blame on one or two people, I reminded them about the work we 
did regarding being supportive, and how a little bit of encouragement goes a long way to helping people 
figure out what works in a class and school environment. Upon my suggestion, they huddled together 
and figured out a way that worked for everyone to get upstairs with the least amount of disruption to 
the other classes in the school! 
 
ASK ME 

 what art work we’re doing for the Harvest Festival 
 what I say when a classmate makes a mistake  
 about Gardens and Grounds and the new teacher Katie 
 
Kate 

MIDDLES’ CLASS Notes 
 

Half-day Conferences as Home Visits: The conferences that are coming up next week have two purposes:    

1) helping me understand what you see as your child’s strengths and challenges, and 2) developing goals that you 

and your child want to set for this year. It is a meeting that I treasure, probably my favorite parent-teacher meeting 

of the year. Your child will be involved as well. If possible, I would like to come to your home for the goal-setting 

conference rather than meeting here at school. We can use the same schedule—Thursday and Friday afternoons. I 

can also schedule some visits for evenings that week. I anticipate that a half-hour should give us enough time. 

Please call Kaileen to schedule your visit. If possible, I will try to see the Tillamook County residents on one day 

and the Lincoln County folks on the other, but if that doesn’t work, I will meet when it is convenient for you. Ask 

me: What do I think are my special skills? What do I enjoy the most and find the easiest? What parts of school are 

the most challenging? What do I want to get out of this yearôs work at school? 
 

Triptychs: Finishing up our work on cloud identification, we are 

creating three-part dioramas showing what people do under the various 

cloud conditions. The structures will be on display in the classroom this 

week. Ask me how I made my triptych? What is a triptych? What did I 

show people doing? What kinds of clouds are shown in the triptych? 

Photos on the Web: Tracy Goodman has set up a site for NVS 

pictures at www.Walgreens.com . Go to PHOTO; Username 

nvs@oregoncoast.com; password ourkids2009. I have posted some of 

the photos from our glass-blowing trip last week. Check it out. 

Everyday Math: Parents and guardians have some homework this 

week. In your student’s homework packet you will find a Family Letter (4 pages) about the first unit in the math 

journal. The letter tells you what is being covered in the unit, the vocabulary being used, “Do-Anytime” activities 

that will support the work, and games that fit into the topic. The letter also has the answers for your child’s 

homework. The first homework page, called “Homelink” for 3
rd

 grade and “Studylink” for 4
th
, is also coming home 

this week along with the Student Reference Book. Please look through the Student Reference Book with your child. 

It is a wonderful resource for all aspects of applied mathematics. Ask me: What is in the Reference Book? What part 

do I like the best? What games have I learned from the book? Do I need any help with my homework? To do one of 

the ñDo-Anytimeò activities with you. To play one of the games with you.  

http://www.walgreens.com/
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Author Dick King-Smith: Across the board, students enjoyed the action and humor in the Dick King-

Smith books Funny Frank, A Mouse Called Wolf, and Fox Busters. During our class conversations about the books, 

students have demonstrated rather sophisticated critiques, commenting on themes, character development, and the 

author’s mixing of fantasy and realism. The author of Babe, the Gallant Pig (made into the movie “Babe”), King-

Smith is a prolific author whose work is entertaining for adults and children. You may want to check some of his 

stories out from the library for shared reading at home. Having finished the books, groups are now preparing 

projects (visual objects) to show during their book talks. The presentations will be this Thursday morning at 10:30 

AM. You are welcomed to join us if you like. Ask me: What did I like about the book I read? Who were the main 

characters? Who were the supporting characters? What is the difference between a main character and a 

supporting character?  How were the three books similar? What did my group do for our project? Who will be our 

audience when we present our projects?                                

Jackie  

 

OLDERS’ CLASS Notes 
 

This week Harvest Festival preparations have been at the forefront of our 

activities. Parents Stephanie, Shannon, Karen, and Sherry have stepped 

up to the plate to help us created our class baskets for the silent auction 

(our themes are “A Day in Portland, “Fall Planting Basket,” and “Fall 

Basket”). Mary Faith is joining our class on Thursday to help us bake 

apple pies for the Bakery Café. I’m so grateful for all the support.  

 Olders’ students have been on a mission of their own: last week KJ 

came to our classroom and charged students with the task of creating 

riddles for the Tanglebox event at the Harvest Festival. This event  is 

somewhat like a scavenger hunt with clues to guide the participant over the 

grounds of the school in search of a prize. We created our riddles, in the 

words of the Olders’, “to make something ordinary seem a little harder to 

understand.” Make sure to check these out on Saturday at the Harvest 

Festival! KJ also needs help from Olders and parents to work at the 

Tanglebox booth in several shifts; if you are interested please sign up on 

the bulletin board outside the office.  

 This week Olders’ students have been working on a review of basic and more complicated forms of 

division. As we’ve practiced and discussed our skills, we’ve realized that many of our misunderstandings of 

division come when we confuse terms and symbols that are used. For example, many students, when trying to 

solve a basic problem such as 100/5, will articulate this in words as “5 divided by 100,” which really describes 

the operation 5/100. Through simple exercises we’ve been trying to correct these inaccuracies. Next week we 

will begin our work in our Connected Mathematics curriculum. This weekend students will bring home their 

books to become more familiar with some of the features of the text, and I’d encourage you to take a look with 

them. If you’d like to investigate the curriculum a bit more on your own, check out the curriculum website at: 

http://www.connectedmath.msu.edu/parents/welcome.shtml.  

  

Every Friday John, co-teacher of the Youngers’ class, has been teaching the Olders the art of 

journalism. They are currently working to put the finishing touches on the first edition of the NVS Update, in 

hopes that it will be for sale during the Harvest Festival. Complete with sports and weather sections, feature 

articles, comics, and an advertising section, it’s something you won’t want to miss. 

 Next week the Olders will embark on a journey of service as we visit Lakeview Senior Living 

Center. Each Older will be paired with a senior resident during the months of October, November and 

December. Through interviews, photos, and conversation, they will gain a friend from another generation and 

create a memoir to gift the resident with in return. We’ll need one or two parents to help transport us to and 

from the nursing home, and our first visit will be next Thursday. We’ll leave school at 10:00am. Please let me 

know if you’re able to help out.  

 

Enjoy your Harvest Festival weekend! 

Dinner Table Discussions… 

 How is my preparation for 

the chemistry quiz next 

Tuesday coming? 

 What new “pets” have we 

added to the classroom? 

How are we caring for 

them? 

 What have I discovered 

about the properties of 

elements? 

 How did I test elements 

for their ability to conduct 

electricity? Can I replicate 

this experiment at home? 

http://www.connectedmath.msu.edu/parents/welcome.shtml
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Thank you Hunter Kimbrough for the GREAT book you  

donated in honor of your 7th birthday. 
 

Thanks to everyone who has donated books for the Harvest Festival used book sale. 
More are needed, keep them coming! 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

The Bakery Café Still Needs Help!   

Please sign up to work a shift at the Bakery Café during the Harvest 

Festival.  It is a lot of fun and a great way to see all your friends while 

you help the school.  Sign up sheets are in the front hallway.  

Contact Mason McMullin for more information. 

541-921-3420 

Thanks for your support! 
 

3 BR House for Rent 

Hawk Creek Hills Area ½ mile above village 

Easy access to store and beach 

Peaceful, private entry 

Attractive, Cozy furnishings 

Wood Stove, Free Firewood 

$950/month long-term (6 month minimu m) 

Call 503-365-7502 


