
 
 

August 14, 2020 

 

 

Dear NVS Families, 

 

First of all, I want to thank everyone for your support, your investment, and your belief in our amazing 

school. Your emails and comments of gratitude over the past months have been heartwarming.  With 

the rest of the nation and state, we have been reeling with the fast-paced turn of events as we navigate 

how to reopen amid this pandemic. To that end, it brings me great sadness to announce that the board 

and administration came together in a heart-wrenching decision to temporarily close Neskowin Valley 

School for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

The pandemic has taken a toll on everyone of us in many different ways. Dawn, Kelly and I have worked 

tirelessly this summer, foregoing vacation and family time, deliberating over each detail about how to 

reopen for a safe and accessible school year in the fall. But in the end, the ever-changing state and 

county metrics that would allow us to resume in-person learning and the ability to be able to deliver an 

NVS learning experience for our students online, directly impacted our decision to not open for the 

2020-2021 school year.  

 

I assure you that this temporary closure is not a decision that was made lightly or without considerable 

thought and deliberation. I recognize and understand the impact this will have on our families and, as an 

NVS parent myself, I appreciate more than most the anxiety that this decision may cause. I love 

everything about NVS and what it offers our kids. Not only the experiential, place based learning that is 

vastly different from public school but the blending of all ages of students, the excitement of creek walks 

and exploring the outside; collecting, observing and researching patterns of nature and engaging in 

hands-on learning. All of these things that are so important cannot be duplicated or brought to life with 

online learning. Ultimately we agreed that we could not in good confidence offer this unique NVS style 

of education online and we need to wait until we can again offer full-time in-person teaching. 

 

Despite all of the preparation for this coming school year, we also have had to recognize the significant 

financial impact that reopening with a reduced tuition rate and reduced enrollment numbers will have 

on the school and its long term viability. The parent involvement in our recent webinar played an 

important role in this decision making, and it is important that you understand that even though we had 

a fairly large number of families opt to continue for this school year, the reality of doing so would have 

had devastating financial consequences.  
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Our goal is for NVS to continue to thrive for years to come; for your families and many others to be able 

to enjoy the unique educational experience that only our small country school can offer. Your kids are 

the heart of NVS and are what make the school the magical place that it is.  

 

Your spots in the classroom have been reserved for the 2021-2022 school year, and we will be eagerly 

awaiting your return. If you have already paid your deposit or full tuition, we will be processing your 

refund within the next two weeks. Alternatively, if you would like to apply your deposit/tuition towards 

the 2021-2022 school year, we can do that as well.  

 

Even though the building will be closed this year, a small staff will continue to work behind the scenes to 

ensure we are prepared for kids to return for the 2021-2022 school year. As soon as it is feasible, we 

plan to offer school community events or activities in an effort to stay connected. We will emerge next 

year, stronger and more committed than ever to the education of NVS students.  

 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Creighton 

Interim Head of School 
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