
  
   Neskowin Valley School 
        Reopening Campus Planning 

 
 

Neskowin Valley School is committed to doing everything possible to safely reopen our campus for Fall 2020.  

 

Given all of the work we’ve done over the past weeks, we have a clear sense of the challenges of reopening - 

both those we can control and those we cannot. We are guided by a clear goal - to do all we can to ensure 

the safety of students and members of our school community - and we are optimistic that we will be able to 

open safely for the 2020-21 school year. We will continue to communicate Neskowin Valley School’s 

reopening plans, including any possible changes, throughout the summer. 

 
  Opening schools in the fall is a complex, evolving process.

 
 

Physical Distancing 
 
 

One of the most challenging requirements to opening schools this fall is the need for teachers and staff to 

practice physical distancing. We will be set up to accomplish this in several ways here at NVS. 

 

Physical Distancing focuses on preventing infection between classmates and teachers in the same 

classroom, or cohort. 

 

Our classrooms will look different! Each classroom will have most extra furniture removed and be 

arranged to accommodate 35 square feet of space for each student. New desks have been ordered so 

that each student has an individual space to work and store their supplies. Generous allowances were 

also made in the calculations to ensure students and teachers don’t feel cramped and have ample space 

to use sinks and self-contained or assigned restrooms while still maintaining the required six feet of 

distance. 

 

Group Distancing focuses on keeping classes, or cohorts, separate to reduce the possibility of a 

widespread outbreak in the school.  

 

While interaction between different grade levels is a hallmark of the experience at NVS, that too will 

need to look different this year. Students will eat snacks & lunch in their classrooms or outside, and use 

of common areas such as the Gym and Fireside Room will be staggered with cleaning in between uses by 

different cohorts. We will also have a schedule for recess that allows cohorts to use the playground safely 

and still practice distancing. Signs and well-marked lines on the floor will be placed at points throughout 
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the school to remind everyone about distancing and traffic direction. Each cohort will have an assigned 

entrance/exit to use throughout the day. 

 

We are fortunate at NVS in that our philosophy values outdoor learning! Teachers will continue to take 

advantage of our beautiful campus for exploration & instruction, and work tables that allow for physical 

distancing are being constructed for use under the covered area to facilitate as much outdoor time as 

possible. We are also thinking creatively about ways to continue the NVS tradition of Gather ‘Round in an 

outdoor and physically distanced format!  We are still working to fully understand the requirements for 

students to use face coverings while both indoors and out; we hope to have that update ready to go next 

week! 

The scientific community’s understanding of COVID-19 and the conditions in Oregon are changing rapidly, 

and therefore requirements for schools to open continue to evolve. The Oregon Department of Education, 

based on mandates from Governor Kate Brown, released new metrics for schools to open just this week, 

and we expect at least one more significant update before our scheduled opening on August 31. 

 

As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns you may have via email 

info@neskowinvalleyschool.com,  in order to ensure that your ideas are explored during our planning 

process. Our reopening plan will be submitted to the state no later than August 15, 2020. 
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